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Introduction 

The  Future  Farmers  of  America  (FFA)  is  the  national  organization  of  students 
studying  vocational  agriculture  in  publicsecondary  schools,  underthe  provisions 
of  the  National  Vocational  Education  Acts.  Launched  at  Kansas  City  in  November 
1928,  the  organization  has  continued  to  develop  rapidly.  The  active  membership 
is  509,735  in  8,148  chapters. 

The  primary  aim  of  the  FFA  organization  is  the  development  of  agricultural 
leadership,  cooperation,  citizenship  and  patriotism.  The  support  of  State  Boards 
of  Vocational  Education,  working  in  cooperation  with  dedicated  and  experienced 
State  Supervisory  Staff  and  Teacher  Education  institutions  results  in  agricultural 
programs  designed  to  function  as  a  strong  part  of  our  total  educational  system  in 
America. 

The  FFA  has  taken  its  place  with  other  organizations  and  agencies  interested  in 
the  upbuilding  of  agriculture  and  the  improvement  of  country  life.  National  head- 
quarters of  the  FFA  is  located  in  the  National  FFA  Center  at  Alexandria.  Virginia. 

The  50th  National  Convention  of  the  Future  Farmers  of  America  was  held  in  the 
Municipal  Auditorium,  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  November  8-11,  1977.  The  over 
22,000  who  registered  from  fifty-one  chartered  associations  for  that  youthful 
exposition  of  progressive  leadership  development,  returned  home  with  astronger 
belief  in  the  future  of  agriculture. 

The  minutes  of  the  conventions  sessions  are  included,  along  with  certain  other 
important  material  which  is  supplementary  to  or  explanatory  of  the  convention 
activities.  Thanks  are  due  many  persons  whose  leadership  and  dedicated  efforts 
made  possible  one  of  the  most  successful  conventions  in  the  history  of  the  FFA. 


C.  COLEMAN  HARRIS 
National  Executive  Secretary 
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Seated,  left  to  right:  Howard  Morrison,  National  FFA  Secretary,  of  Gilbert,  Arizona,  and  J.  Ken 
Johnson,  National  FFA  President,  of  Nacogdoches,  Texas. 

Standing,  left  to  right:  Peggy  Sue  Armstrong,  Central  Region  Vice  President,  of  Newhall,  Iowa;  Robin 
C.  "Rob"  Hovis,  Eastern  Region  Vice  President,  of  Helena,  Ohio;  Dee  Sokolosky,  Western  Region  Vice 
President  of  Owasso,  Oklahoma,  and  Christopher  C.  "Chris"  Hardee,  Southern  Region  Vice  President,  of 
Chiefland,  Florida. 


Official  Delegates 

ALABAMA 

R.  DAVID  O'SHIELDS,  Anniston 
DAVID  GRANGER,  Equality 
JOHN  L.  BAKER,  Eutaw 
TONY  NAFE,  Rogersville 

ALASKA 

KAREN  BARKER,  Bethel 

RANDALL  SOUHRADA,  Delta  Junction 

ARIZONA 

GLEN  MORRISON,  Higley 
GLENN  TYSON,  Laveen 

ARKANSAS 

JEFF  KIRBY,  Gassville 
JOHN  WALKER,  Emmett 
JERRY  COBB,  Lake  City 

CALIFORNIA 

GARY  SOUZA,  Los  Banos 
MARK  HAAG,  Brea 
MIKE  SIMPSON,  Merced 

COLORADO 

STANTON  GARTIN,  Otis 
PERRY  DEVLIN,  Idalia 

CONNECTICUT 

DONALD  SMITH,  Lebanon 
MARK  BRAYMAN,  Glastonbury 

DELAWARE 

KENNY  CARLISLE,  Dover 
DOUG  WARRINGTON,  Felton 


FLORIDA 

JIM  NEWSOME,  Plant  City 
JEFF  MILLER,  Bronson 

GEORGIA 

GLENN  B.  SMITH,  Nicholson 
BRANTLEY  RICKS,  Soperton 
KEVIN  WALKER,  Madison 

HAWAII 

PAUL  A.  MELLO,  Kaneohe 
LESLIE  SUTHERLAND,  Lahaina 

IDAHO 

CHARLIE  CONNOLLY,  Meridian 
JIM  CHURCH,  New  Plymouth 

ILLINOIS 

JOHN  KERMICLE,  Dundas 
JIM  HARDY,  Carthage 
DAVE  ERICKSON,  Altona 

INDIANA 

KEVIN  DRANE,  Ninevah 
BEN  WEISS,  Greensfork 

IOWA 

CURTIS  STUTZMAN,  Kalona 
TIMOTHY  KRUMM,  Stanhope 

KANSAS 

DEE  JAMES,  Clay  Center 
TERRY  NELSON,  Long  Island 

KENTUCKY 

STEVEN  H.  WASHINGTON,  Adairville 
RICHARD  N.  FARLEE,  Paducah 
JEFF  ARMSTRONG,  Kuttawa 
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LOUISIANA 

RICKY  ANDREAS,  Longville 
JAMIE  E.  MAGEE,  Slidell 

MAINE 

TOM  PARENT,  Limestone 
KYLE  CHANDLER,  Presque  Isle 

MARYLAND 

JEFF  MOORE,  Centreville 
GARY  GRAYBILL,  Taneytown 

MASSACHUSETTS 

DAVID  W.  LANE,  Ipswich 

JOHN  H.  BURNETT  JR.,  Whitman 

MICHIGAN 

SCOTT  A.  FOSTER,  Niles 
KATHY  VRABLE,  Chesaning 

MINNESOTA 

SCOTT  STUCKEY,  New  Ulm 
GLENMENZE.Ottertail 
DIANE  SMITH,  Renville 

MISSISSIPPI 

JIM  MIZE,  Senatobia 
PHILLIP  WILLIAMS,  Quitman 

MISSOURI 

RONALD  ELLIS,  Harrisonville 
STACY  KOTTMAN,  Salisbury 
KEITH  COBLE,  Vanzant 

MONTANA 

DARWIN  PLUHAR,  Rock  Springs 
JACK  GABEL,  Huntley 

NEBRASKA 

PAUL  CANADAY,  Bloomfield 
MARK  HILKEMANN,  Pierce 

NEVADA 

JERRY  BRANSCOMB,  Lamoille 
DAVID  LANDOLT,  Yerington 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

DAVID  BRONSON,  Lancaster 
RUSTY  BROWN,  DOVER 

NEW  JERSEY 

DOMINIC  CICALESE,  Eatontown 
NELSON  HETZELL,  Elmer 

NEW  MEXICO 

BENNY  WOOTON,  Clovis 
REX  WILSON,  Carrizozo 

NEW  YORK 

RICHARD  RAMSDEN,  Cazenovia 
CAROL  WRIGHT,  Cazenovia 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

JAY  MARSHALL,  Snow  Camp 
MIKE  GROCE,  Hamptonville 
DAVID  CRESS,  Concord 

NORTH  DAKOTA 

GREG  DAVIDSON,  Maddock 
MARK  SCHMITZ,  Oakes 

OHIO 

MARK  SANBORN,  East  Orwell 
WES  UNTIED,  Frazeysburg 
TIM  EITING,  Minster 


OKLAHOMA 

ROCKY  TAYLOR,  Thomas 
NOBLE  SOKOLOSKY,  Owasso 
CLIFF  GOODING,  Hugo 

OREGON 

SHAWN  SKILES,  Wasco 
MATT  ROSSMAN,  McMinnville 

PENNSYLVANIA 

RANDALL  L.  RANCK,  Quarryville 
MICHAEL  J.  BEATTY,  Grove  City 

PUERTO  RICO 

NELSON  LOPEZ,  Jayuya 
JOEL  TORRES,  San  German 

RHODE  ISLAND 

ANNA  PION,  Pawtucket 
DANA  MILLAR,  West  Kingston 

SOUTH  CAROLINA 

TOM  DOBBINS,  Townville 
DONALD  WILLIAMS,  Rock  Hill 

SOUTH  DAKOTA 

CRAIG  DYBEDAHL,  Dell  Rapids 
LOREN  WIETING,  Doland 

TENNESSEE 

JIM  MOORE,  Cornersville 
JOEL  WHITE,  Whiteville 
REID  HODGE,  Covington 

TEXAS 

ELVIN  CARAWAY,  Spur 
DUSTY  THRASH,  Plains 
CLEVE  L.  CLARK,  Mansfield 
BECKY  LEAKE,  Sherman 
DAVID  BOOTH,  Lubbock 
FRANK  ROBINSON,  Mexia 
JAY  DREIBELBIS,  San  Juan 

UTAH 

DANIEL  DAVIES,  Fillmore 
MARK  McKENDRICK,  Tooele 

VERMONT 

THOMAS  PYLE,  Shoreham 

JAY  HAMILTON,  West  Brattleboro 

VIRGINIA 

KENNETH  REEVES,  Bridgewater 
DOUGLAS  RINKER,  Winchester 
SAMMY  BARTLETT,  Galax 

WASHINGTON 

CARL  HARDER,  Ritzville 
RICK  HOWELL,  Kelso 

WEST  VIRGINIA 

FRANK  RENICK,  Mannington 
DEBBIE  McCOY,  Millwood 

WISCONSIN 

JOHN  ARNESON,  Stoughton 
MELANI  CROTHERS,  Neillsville 
SLATE  HAVENS,  Darlington 

WYOMING 

ROBERTA  SCHULTZ,  Cody 
BRYCE  REECE,  Riverton 
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1977  FFA  Talent  Show  Participants 

National  FFA  Talent  Show 


ALABAMA 

Tony  Pollard,  Brett  Martin,  Darrell  Fletcher, 
Randy  Maddox,  Tracy  McBurnette  -  Route  #1 1, 
Box  162,  Gadsden,  Al  35903  (all  same  address) 

FLORIDA 

William  Story,  Cecil  Brown,  Belinda  Story,  Pam 
Madison  -  Route  #1,  Groveland,  FL  32736  (all 
same  address) 

ILLINOIS 

Joe  Telford  -  RR  #2,  Salem,  IL  62881 
Larry  Maxey  -  RR  #4,  Salem,  IL  62881 

IOWA 

Athena  Padgitt  -  Killerton,  IA  50133 

KANSAS 

Kathy  Brooks  -  Route  #6,  Casement  Road, 

Manhattan,  KS  66502 

Brett  Billiter,  Brenda  Billiter  -  Route  #1,  Box  33, 

Atlanta,  KS  67008 

Lori  Tredway  -  Burden,  KS  67019 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Erin  Kelly  -  640  Pleasant  Street,  Paxton,  MA 

01612 

Matthew  X.  Mattus  -  26  Spofford  Road, 

Worcester,  MA  01607 

Maura  Longden  -  Camp  Middlesex  4-H  Camp, 

Ashby,  MA  01431 

MICHIGAN 

Terry  Wendt  -  2365  Van  Dyke,  Marlette,  Ml  48453 

MINNESOTA 

Scott  Larson  -  RR  1,  Hollandale,  Albert  Lea,  MN 

56007 

Jim  Vanderploeg  -  RR  5,  Box  22,  Albert  Lea,  MN 

56007 

Dan  Witucki,  Don  Youngblom  -  only  address  we 

have  is:  Vo-Ag  Department,  Winthrop  High 

School,  Winthrop,  MN  55396 

MISSOURI 

Sarah  Snow  -  Route  1,  Box  163,  Sarcoxie,  MO 
64862 

MONTANA 

Lyle  D.  Strobel  -  120  South  Jordan,  Miles  City, 
MT  59301 


Marvin  C.  Sherwood  -  Route  #1,  Box  125  D. 
Miles  City,  MT  59301 

Lloyd  M.  MacKenzie-  615  Woodbury,  Miles  City, 
MT  59301 

NEW  MEXICO: 

Lonnie  White  -  2206  Mora,  Hobbs,  NM  88240 

Joe  Tippy  -  Hobbs  FFA  Chapter,  Hobbs,  NM 

88240 

David  Kays  -  Hobbs  FFA  Chapter,  Hobbs,  NM 

88240 

Mike  White  -  Hobbs  FFA  Chapter,  Hobbs,  NM 

88240 

NEBRASKA 

Brad  Nygren,  Mark  Poeschl,  Greg  Johnson, 
David  Gaddis  -  Mead  FFA  Chapter,  Mead  High 
School,  Mead,  NB  68041  (all  same  address) 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

Michael  Groce  -  Route3,  Box  377,  Hamptonville, 
NC  27020 

OHIO 

Linda  Miller  -  4925  Wilson  Road,  Lancaster,  OH 
43130 

OKLAHOMA 

Ron  Combs  -  Box  1022,  Jenks,  OK  74037 

OREGON 

Joan  Harms  -  26640  South  Harms  Road,  Molalla, 
OR  97038 

TENNESSEE 

David  Curtis  -  Route  2,  Box  228,  Brighton,  TN 
38011 

UTAH 

Jeff  Anderson  -  310  South  First  West,  Monroe, 
UT  84754 

WASHINGTON 

Doug  Camenzind  -  Box  35,  Lebam,  WA  98554 

WEST  VIRGINIA 

Mark  Johnson  -  Harmony,  WV  25246 

ENGLAND 

Michael  Fear,  Manor  Farm,  Rodney  Stoke, 
Cheddar,  Somerset,  England 
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National  FFA  Chorus 

The  National  FFA  Chorus,  under  the  direction  of  Marvin  D.  Myers,  West  Lafayette,  Indiana,  assisted  by 
A.  L.  Carson,  North  Carolina,  and  David  Howell,  Pennsylvania,  provided  many  excellent  musical  numbers 
to  "fit  the  occasion."  Their  role  in  providing  music  for  special  occasions  gave  spirit  to  the  convention.  Fol- 
lowing is  a  list  of  the  96  chorus  members  representing  38  states. 

Chorus  Members 


ALABAMA 

Isiah  Lee 
Andy  McKenzie 

ARIZONA 

Michael  Clawson 
Karen  Jean  Finn 

ARKANSAS 

Sammy  Langston 
Micheal  Tooley 

CALIFORNIA 

Mary  Kroh 

Kari  Lynn  Mocettini 

DELAWARE 

Helen  Mae  Waterland 

GEORGIA 

Andrea  Adamson 
Peter  Seckinger 

ILLINOIS 

Tony  Benavidez 
Donald  E.  Krug 
Beth  Ann  McKee 
J.  J.  Mohr 

INDIANA 

Trina  K.  Birdwell 
Dave  Koeneman 
Brian  Patrick 
Dan  Rayman 
Steve  Wilson 

IOWA 

Kenneth  Clark  Aldrich 
Donald  L.  Dreesman 
Paul  Knudsen 
Stewart  W.  Ohrtman 
Alan  Stumpf 
Louise  Taylor 


KANSAS 

Mona  Lee  Dawson 
Robert  Merle  Etherton 
Randall  Herzog 
Richard  Parks 

KENTUCKY 

Don  Thomason  Jr. 

MAINE 

Wayne  F.  Fox 

Barbara  Carlina  Rattray 

MARYLAND 

Terry  Lee  Cornett 

MICHIGAN 

Pam  Darling 
Kim  Decker 

MINNESOTA 

Brenda  Crider 
Kathy  Dagel 
Doug  Holte 

MISSISSIPPI 

Joy  Moss 

MISSOURI 

Glenn  A.  Norton 
David  Schilling 
Sheri  Scott 
Nancy  Sudsberry 

MONTANA 

Scott  Allen 
Joel  Bolstad 
Terry  Sorensen 

NEBRASKA 

Al  Dobson 
Larry  Svehla 
Barb  Svoboda 
Douglas  J.  Vrbka 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

William  M.  Carson  III 

NEW  JERSEY 

Phillip  A.  Roerig 

NEW  MEXICO 

Carla  Essex 

NEW  YORK 

Laurie  Erath 
Lawson  Moser 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

Gilbert  Parsons 
Debra  Parsons 
Jerry  Powe 
Bettye  Willoughby 

NORTH  DAKOTA 

Bryan  C.  Johnsrud 
Brad  Miller 

OHIO 

Kenneth  J.  Oilier 
Roseann  Duffy 
Wendy  Packard 
Bradley  Stimmel 
Bruce  Patton 

OKLAHOMA 

Kent  Dalrymple 
Jerri  Fanning 

OREGON 

Carol  Sue  Prowell 
Sam  Wetzel 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Ronald  Craig 
Tamela  Dawn  Snyder 


SOUTH  DAKOTA 

Merlin  Bennett 
Donnette  Dolney 
Philip  Oakland 

TENNESSEE 

David  L.  Bumpus 

TEXAS 

Stacy  Cromer 
Kevin  Lindsey 

UTAH 

Roger  Fleshman 
David  Staheli 

VIRGINIA 

Jacquelyn  E.  Burgess 
Curtis  C.  Shinaberry 
Earl  Wayne  Taylor 

WASHINGTON 

Muriel  Jane  Agar 
Dave  Oliphant 
Jennings  Watts  III 

WEST  VIRGINIA 

Mark  Johnson 

WISCONSIN 

Steven  Brooks 
Eileen  DeBruin 
Neal  Herold 
Kevin  King 
Chris  Lazar 
Christe  Peterson 

WYOMING 

Lewis  Mark  Cozzens 
Melissa  C.  Harding 
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National  FFA  Band 

The  National  FFA  Band,  under  the  direction  of  Roger  Heath  of  Blacks  burg,  Virginia,  assisted  by  Phillip 
D.  Wharton,  Florida,  and  Roland  Rutz,  Minnesota,  participated  in  special  programs,  added  greatly  to  the 
pageantry  and  gave  spirit  to  the  convention  program.  The  band  led  the  American  Royal  Parade  as  well  as 
playing  for  the  opening  of  the  American  Royal  Livestock  and  Horse  Show.  Following  is  a  list  of  the  116 
band  members  from  37  states. 


Band  Members 


ALABAMA 

Steve  Carter 

ARIZONA 

Ronn  Nelson 

ARKANSAS 

Tim  Rogers 
Curtis  Rogers 
Frank  Hattenhauer 

CALIFORNIA 

John  Ross  Baker 
Christie  Lemleg 

DELAWARE 

Teresa  A.  Chandler 

FLORIDA 

Judy  Bennett 
Teddy  Reynolds 

GEORGIA 

George  Bird 

IDAHO 

Lori  Limbaugh 
Larry  Grim 

ILLINOIS 

Mary  Butterfield 
Marth  Butterfield 
Kevin  Schisler 
Randy  Rassmussen 
Rodney  Reif 

INDIANA 

Alicia  Click 
Jim  Ehle 
Craig  Burgi 
Jayne  Weatherholt 
Rob  Pullen 

IOWA 

Dana  Ruff 
Daniel  Jay  Gahler 
Robin  Mills 
Scott  Saunders 
Randy  Dop 


Kim  Dunn 
David  Rossman 
Tom  Anderson 

KANSAS 

Joe  Neumann 
Sandra  Hundley 
Phil  Matthews 
Mark  Carinder 
Richard  Ringering 

KENTUCKY 

Alan  C.  Bentley 

Dale  Noe 

William  Henry  Moss 

LOUISIANA 

Russell  Sumrall 
Rom  Laird 

MARYLAND 

Cathy  Hawkins 
David  Fisher 
Joseph  Ryba 

MICHIGAN 

Christine  Barfuss 
Marie  Walker 
Tom  Byl 
Michael  Cordes 
Bradford  Sherwood 
Johanna  Ray 
Robert  Beckett 

MINNESOTA 

Jody  Fuller 
Cindy  Bernard 
Don  Myran 
Charles  Guerber 
Trudy  Beyer 

MISSISSIPPI 

Tim  McLemore 

MISSOURI 

Darryl  Wagner 
David  Bennett 


David  Reetz 
Robert  Stemmons 
Steve  Himmel 
Doug  Clayton 

MONTANA 

Beverly  Geddes 
Marvin  Solberg 
Mitch  Asbeck 

NEBRASKA 

Anita  Watson 
Tony  Tvrdy 
Mark  Masek 
Mark  Cunningham 
Scott  Washburn 

NEW  JERSEY 

Danny  Roerig 

NEW  YORK 

Larry  Stopfel 
Chris  T.  Davidsen 
Polly  Schermerhorn 
Gregory  Dyer 
Tina  Williams 

NORTH  DAKOTA 

Paul  Grotte 
Tim  Klabo 

OHIO 

Pam  Beam 
Pamula  Rice 
Debbie  Koehler 
Jeff  Miller 
Phil  Neff 
John  Grimes 
Jay  Flax 

William  Waidelich 
Maridee  Lee 
Clay  Christensen 

OREGON 

Bobbie  Lou  Hewett 
Susan  Dymond 


PENNSYLVANIA 

Clyde  McMillen 

SOUTH  CAROLINA 

Randford  Miller,  Jr. 

SOUTH  DAKOTA 

Douglas  Jessen 

TENNESSEE 

Wayne  Larry  Duke 

TEXAS 

Robert  Abell 
Dirk  Perry 
Russell  Corbitt 
Lisa  Aaron 
Stephanie  Irwin 
James  W.  Boenig 
David  Pineda 
Tim  Dowdle 

UTAH 

Eric  Bastian 
Tommy  Schmidt 

VIRGINIA 

Tammie  Johnson 
Michael  Tyler  Pace 

WASHINGTON 

Dale  Campfield 
Ted  Lamb 
Lauri  Crow 
Eric  Modahl 

WEST  VIRGINIA 

John  Hanna 

WISCONSIN 

George  Esser 
Gary  Beal 

WYOMING 

Sherri  Okano 
Steve  Sorenson 
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Highlights  of  the  1977 
National  FFA  Convention 


'■-   i 


MONDAY,  NOVEMBER  7 

The  National  Convention  activities  began  with  the  registration  of  Official  Dele- 
gates and  their  orientation  for  official  duties,  which  were  followed  by  committee 
meetings. 


TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER  8 

The  session  began  at  2:00  p.m.  with  the  approval  of  1976  convention  minutes 
and  appointment  of  Constitutional  Committees.  Following  the  National  Treasur- 
er's Report,  14  committee  reports  were  discussed  and  approved.  Nomination  of 
adults  to  receive  the  Honorary  American  Farmer  Degree,  Distinguished  Service 
Awards,  VIP  Citations  and  organizations  to  receive  the  Distinguished  Service 
Citation  was  made  by  H.  N.  Hunsicker,  National  FFA  Advisor,  and  approved  by  the 
delegates. 

At  7:30  p.m.  a  Vespers  Program  was  presented  by  the  National  Officers  in  co- 
operation with  the  National  FFA  Chorus.  Special  entertainment  was  provided  by 
the  Ararat  Shrine  Temple  at  8:45  p.m.  in  the  H.  Roe  Bartle  Exhibition  Hall. 


WEDNESDAY,  NOVEMBER  9 
OPENING  SESSION 

The  session  began  with  the  posting  of  the  Colors  and  the  singing  of  the  National 
Anthem  by  the  National  FFA  Chorus.  Bobby  Tucker,  1975-76  National  President, 
gave  the  invocation  and  National  President  James  Bode  officially  welcomed 
participants  to  the  50th  National  FFA  Convention. 

An  audio-visual  presentation,  "FFA  at  50,"  was  presented  through  the  courtesy 
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of  Farm  Journal,  Inc.  W.  W.  "Woody"  Hayes,  Head  Football  Coach  at  The  Ohio 
State  University,  delivered  a  motivating  address.  After  the  roll  call  of  state  dele- 
gates in  order  of  charter,  and  entrance  of  state  flags,  the  FFA's  50th  Anniversary 
medallion  was  unveiled.  The  unveiling  ceremony  honored  winner  of  the  medal- 
lion design  contest,  Patti  Yanz  of  Washington. 

Honorable  Charles  B.  Wheeler,  Mayor  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  extended  a 
hearty  welcome  to  the  convention  participants,  followed  by  introduction  of 
candidates  for  national  office.  Bruce  Maloch,  National  Secretary,  delivered  his 
retiring  address,  "A  New  Beginning"  and  the  National  Officers'  Yearly  Report  was 
presented. 

SECOND  SESSION 

Highlights  of  this  session  started  with  a  humorous  and  meaningful  address  by 
Grady  Nutt,  "The  Prime  Minister  of  Humor,"  from  Louisville,  Kentucky.  One 
hundred  six  chapters  were  then  recognized  for  outstanding  achievement  in  the 
National  Chapter  Safety  Award  Program.  This  was  followed  by  Vice  President 
Danny  Schiffer's  retiring  address,  "The  Game  of  Life." 

Proposed  amendments  to  the  National  FFA  Constitution  and  Bylaws  were 
properly  discussed  and  the  delegates  approved  the  following  amendments  (Bold 
portions  indicate  modifications): 

ARTICLE  II  -  Item  1  -  To  be  an  integral  part  of  the  organized  instructional  pro- 
grams in  vocational  agriculture/agribusiness  which  includes  preparation  for 
occupations  in  production  agriculture;  agricultural  supplies  and  services;  agri- 
cultural mechanization;  agricultural  products,  processing  and  marketing;  horti- 
culture; renewable  natural  resources,  forestry  and  others;  representing  those 
programs  that  qualify  for  assistance  under  federal  vocational  occupational 
education  legislation. 

ARTICLE  II  -  Item  2  -  To  build  the  confidence  of  students  in  themselves  and  their 
work  by  developing  desirable  work  habits  and  the  effective  use  of  their  time  by 
learning  to  assume  responsibilities  and  by  developing  personal  and  occupational 
competencies  in  communications,  human  relations,  and  social  abilities  leading  to 
intelligent  choices  of  careers,  and  successful  employment,  including  entrepre- 
neurship  in  agriculture. 

ARTICLE  II  -  Item  3  -  To  foster  programs  and  activities  which  will  develop  occu- 
pational pride  and  responsibility,  leadership,  character,  scholarship,  citizenship, 
patriotism,  thrift  and  the  improvement  in  community  life  by  encouraging  mem- 
bers to  improve  the  home  and  its  surroundings  and  to  develop  and  improve  the 
community,  including  its  economic,  environmental  and  human  resources. 
ARTICLE  II  -  Item  4  -  To  recognize  achievement  in  supervised  occupational 
experience  programs,  scholarship,  leadership  and  other  individual  and  group 
achievements  by  providing  awards  to  deserving  members. 
ARTICLE  III  -  Section  B  -  Paragraph  2  -  Schools  with  large  enrollments  and/or 
multiple  programs  in  vocational  agriculture  may  establish  mini  chapters  as  a  sub- 
division of  the  regular  chapter.  Each  mini  chapter  shall  be  organized  and  operated 
in  accordance  with  all  the  provisions  of  the  national,  state  and  local  constitutions. 
When  mini  chapters  are  operated  as  sub-divisions  of  the  regular  (parent)  chapter, 
they  shall  be  coordinated  by  the  officers  and  advisors  of  the  parent  chapter. 
ARTICLE  V  -  Section  B  -  Paragraph  2  -  To  retain  membership  during  high  school, 
the  member  must  be  enrolled  in  at  least  one  vocational  agriculture  course  during 
the  school  year  and/or  follow  a  planned  course  of  study  for  an  agricultural  oc- 
cupation which  includes  a  supervised  occupational  experience  program,  the 
objective  of  which  is  establishment  in  an  agricultural  occupation.  Members  may 
retain  their  active  membership  until  November  30,  following  the  fourth  National 
FFA  Convention  after  graduating  from  high  school. 
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ARTICLE  V  —  Section  B  -  Paragraph  3  -  A  member  who  is  in  good  standing  at  the 
time  of  induction  into  the  armed  forces  of  the  United  States  of  Americashall  be  in 
good  standing  during  the  period  of  active  service  without  further  payment  of  dues 
or  attendance  at  meetings.  Time  spent  in  the  armed  forces  shall  not  be  considered 
as  elapsed  time  in  determining  the  maximum  period  of  four  conventions  fol- 
lowing graduation  from  high  school  or  leaving  high  school.  Members  making  use 
of  this  waiver  of  service  time  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  active  membership  for 
application  for  advanced  degrees,  must  resume  active  participation  within  six 
months  after  having  been  honorably  discharged  from  service,  indicating  such  a 
desire  by  payment  of  dues  and  attendance  at  meetings.  Members  participating  in 
the  six-months'  Armed  Service  Program  shall  be  eligible  for  one  full  year  of 
extended  membership.  No  individual,  however,  may  retain  active  membership 
beyond  the  23rd  birthday. 

ARTICLE  VI  -  Section  D  -  Item  5-  Has  demonstrated  competency  in  an  agricultur- 
al occupation  and  has  a  satisfactory  scholastic  record  as  certified  by  the  voca- 
tional agriculture  instructor  and  principal  or  superintendent. 
ARTICLE  VII  -  Section  A  -  Paragraph  2  -  Each  State  is  eligible  to  receive  two 
Degrees  for  the  first  500  members,  one  Degree  for  the  next  500  members,  and  one 
Degree  for  each  666-2/3  additional  members  (rounded  off  to  the  nearest  whole 
number). 

ARTICLE  VII  -  Section  A  -  Paragraph  4 -The  active  membership  will  be  computed 
on  the  basis  of  National  dues  received  in  the  office  of  the  National  FFA  Treasurer 
or  show  by  postmark  or  other  reliable  evidence  to  have  been  mailed  to  the  Na- 
tional FFA  Treasurer  on  or  before  May  15. 

ARTICLE  XI  -  Section  B  -  Chapter  officers  shall  consist  of  at  least  a  President,  Vice 
President,  Secretary,  Treasurer,  Reporter  and  Sentinel.  The  local  teacher/s  of 
vocational  agriculture  shall  be  the  local  advisor/s.  Chapter  officers  of  the  local 
chapter  shall  be  elected  annually  or  semi-annually  at  a  regular  meeting  of  the 
local  chapter. 

The  following  revisions  in  the  Official  FFA  Manual,  1977  edition,  were  properly 
discussed  and  approved  by  the  delegates: 
Page  11  -  The  Aim  and  Purposes  - 

Item  1.  To  develop  competent  and  aggressive  agricultural  leadership. 
Item  2.  To  create  and  nurture  a  love  of  agricultural  life. 

Item  5.  To  encourage  members  in  the  development  of  individual  occupational 
experience  programs  in  agriculture  and  establishment  in  agricultural  careers. 
Item  6.  To  encourage  members  to  improve  the  home  and  its  surroundings. 
Item  7.  To  participate  in  worthy  undertakings  forthe  improvement  of  the  industry 
of  agriculture. 

Item  12.  To  provide  and  encourage  the  development  of  organized  recreational 
activities. 


THIRD  SESSION 

The  National  FFA  Band  Concert  started  the  evening  session  with  enjoyable  and 
entertaining  music.  The  National  FFA  Public  Speaking  Contest,  which  featured 
the  four  regional  winners,  was  held.  State  supervisors,  teacher  educators,  teacher 
trainees  and  collegiate  groups  were  recognized.  This  was  followed  by  intro- 
duction of  the  23  American  Royal  Queen  candidates  by  their  respective  State 
Presidents.  Special  presentations  were  made  to  six  VIP  Citation  recipients  and 
three  organizations  receiving  the  Distinguished  Service  Citation.  Convention 
participants  witnessed  the  premier  showing  of  a  new  FFA  history  film,  "Learning  and 
the  Land  —  50  years  of  FFA,"  sponsored  by  Firestone  Tire  and  Rubber  Company. 
Twenty-nine  Charter  FFA  members,  who  joined  the  organization  between  1928 
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and    1930,   were   honored   on   the   convention    program,   and   National   Public 

Speaking  awards  were  presented.  Dee  James  of  Clay  Center,  Kansas,  was  named 

national  winner  in  the  Public  Speaking  Contest. 
To  conclude  the  business  session,  the  following  revisions  in  the  Official  FFA 

Manual,  1977  edition,  were  properly  discussed  and  approved  by  the  delegates: 

Page  14  -  Code  of  Ethics  - 

Item    5.  Refraining  from  loud,  boisterous  talk,  swearing  and  other  unbecoming 
conduct. 

Item  8.  Taking  pride  in  our  organization;  in  our  activities;  in  our  supervised  ex- 
perience programs;  in  our  exhibits;  and  in  the  occupations  of  agricul- 
ture. 

Page  14  -  The  Proper  Use  of  the  Official  FFA  Jacket  - 

Item  11.  Members  should  refrain  from  use  of  tobacco  and  alcohol  while  wearing 
the  FFA  jacket  or  officially  representing  the  organization. 


THURSDAY,  NOVEMBER  10 
FOURTH  SESSION 

Following  special  FFA  talent,  officers  of  FHA/HERO,  DECA,  OEA,  VICA,  FBLA 
and  NRECA,  along  with  Miss  AIC  and  Grange  Princess,  extended  greetingstothe 
delegates.  Distinguished  Service  Awards  were  presented  to  25  individuals.  Rick 
McDaniel,  National  Vice  President,  presented  his  retiring  address,  "Stronger 
Every  Day." 

Seventy-six  regional  and  19  national  Agricultural  Proficiency  Award  winners 
were  honored  in  a  colorful  pageant.  Three  hundred  thirty-five  chapters  were 
presented  National  Chapter  Awards.  National  BOAC  Awards  were  presented  to 
142  chapters  followed  by  a  slide  presentation  featuring  outstanding  BOAC  activi- 
ties by  the  four  regional  winners.  Senator  Richard  Lugar  of  Indiana  extended 
remarks  and  presented  the  Presidential  Citation  to  the  North  Fayette  County  FFA 
Chapter  in  Iowa. 


FIFTH  SESSION 

The  FFA  honored  64  individuals  in  business,  industry  and  education,  plus  90 
teachers  of  vocational  agriculture,  with  the  Honorary  American  Farmer  Degree, 
after  which  Richard  C.  Weber,  President,  NVATA,  Inc.,  extended  remarks,  "What's 
Ahead  in  Agricultural  Education."  Julie  Smiley,  National  Vice  President,  gave  her 
retiring  address,  "Simple  Things."  This  was  followed  by  the  awarding  of  eight 
service  plaques  to  outgoing  members  of  the  FFA  Board  of  Directors  and  Founda- 
tion Board  of  Trustees.  Recognition  of  10  years  of  exhibiting  in  the  Agricultural 
Career  Show  was  made  to  two  exhibitors  and  of  five  years  of  exhibiting  to  one 
exhibitor.  Ray  Wilkinson,  Farm  Relations  Director  of  Capitol  Broadcasting 
Company,  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  combined  humor  with  a  serious  message  in 
his  address.  A  lifelong  goal  of  outstanding  members  was  fulfil  led  when  the  Ameri- 
can Farmer  Degree  was  conferred  upon  803  candidates,  thus  concluding  the 
afternoon  session. 


SIXTH  SESSION 

A  colorful  and  entertaining  talent  revue  was  held,  followed  by  the  "FFA  at  50" 
Flag  ceremony,  a  spectacular  show  featuring  the  50th  Anniversary  Flag  and  set  to 
the  music  of  the  National  FFA  Band  and  Chorus.  Special  recognition  was  given  to 
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sponsors  of  the  .National  FFA  Foundation,  Inc.  Twenty-five  year  Sponsors, 
Executive,  Bronze,  Silver,  Gold  and  Star  Sponsors  were  introduced,  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Foundation  Sponsoring  Committee  were  escorted  to  the  platform  Dr 
David  A.  Phillipson,  1977  Chairman  of  the  Foundation  Sponsoring  Committee, 
extended  greetings  and  appreciation  to  all  sponsors  and  congratulated  award 
winners  and  their  advisors.  The  Honorary  American  Farmer  Degree  and  a  special 
plaque  were  presented  to  Dr.  Phillipson.  Mr.  Clarke  A.  Nelson,  1978  Chairman  of 
the  Foundation  Sponsoring  Committee,  was  introduced  and  gave  remarks. 
Recognition  of  Star,  Gold  and  Special  Project  Sponsors  highlighted  a  colorful 
slide  presentation,  which  was  enthusiastically  enjoyed  by  all. 

The  "Stars  Over  America"  pageant  followed.  Each  Regional  Star's  accomplish- 
ments were  depicted  by  afilm,  courtesy  of  Ciba-Geigy  Corporation.  Dwight  Buller 
of  Hendricks,  Minnesota,  was  named  Star  Farmer  of  America,  and  Michael 
Deming  of  Owatonna,  Minnesota,  was  named  Star  Agribusinessman  of  America. 


FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER  11 
SEVENTH  SESSION 

J.  M.  Campbell,  National  FFA  Treasurer,  presented  an  explanation  of  the  1977- 
78  National  FFA  Budget.  Top  judging  winners  were  introduced,  followed  by  the 
introduction  of  contest  sponsors.  Sam  Brownback,  National  Vice  President,  de- 
livered his  retiring  address,  "To  Try  and  Yet  Fail,"  after  which  participants  in  Work 
Experience  Abroad  were  introduced  to  present  their  program.  National  flags  of  20 
participating  countries  were  shown  and  skits  featured  highlights  of  the  WEA  pro- 
gram. Governor  James  Hunt  Jr.,  a  former  State  FFA  President  from  North 
Carolina,  related  in  his  address  the  FFA  experiences  that  led  to  his  successful 
political  career.  The  American  Royal  Queen  and  her  escorts  were  introduced. 
FFA  Alumni  Outstanding  Achievement  Awards  were  presented  to  Ralph  E. 
Bender,  H.  Neville  Hunsicker  and  A.  Webster  Tenney,  followed  by  remarks  by  Mr. 
David  Thomas,  Chairman  of  the  National  FFA  Alumni  Council.  The  Chairman  of 
the  Nominating  Committee  was  introduced,  and  election  of  the  1977-78  National 
FFA  Officers  took  place. 


CLOSING  SESSION 

Following  recognition  of  FFA  talent,  Gordon  Swanson,  AVA  President,  brought 
greetings  from  the  American  Vocational  Association.  Delegates  accepted  the 
Convention  Committee  Report  and  an  enjoyable  and  informative  slide  show  of 
the  1977  convention,  accompanied  by  the  National  FFA  Band,  was  presented. 
Past  National  FFA  Officers  were  introduced,  after  which  National  President 
James  Bode  delivered  his  retiring  address,  "Could  This  Be  the  Magic.'' 

The  parents  and  advisors  of  the  national  officers  were  appropriately  introduced 
and  awarded  the  Honorary  American  Farmer  Degree.  The  outgoing  officers  were 
then  presented  leadership  plaques  and  scholarships  by  H.  N.  Hunsicker.  National 
Advisor.  Recognition  of  State  Staffs,  Service  Corps  members,  Press  Corps  mem- 
bers, National  FFA  Staff  and  Kansas  City  volunteers  was  made. 

The  new  national  officers  were  installed  in  a  colorful  ceremony  and  greetings 
extended  by  the  new  president.  The  National  FFA  Chorus  then  presented  several 
patriotic  numbers,  after  which  the  convention  was  closed  by  the  new  national 
officers. 

The  Firestone  Show  concluded  the  evening's  convention  activities. 
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National  Officers  Addresses 


COULD  THIS  BE  THE  MAGIC 

C.  James  Bode,  National  FFA  President 


"Looking  back  over  all  that  has  occurred 
since  that  eventful  day,  I  am  scarcely 
able  to  believe  in  the  reality  of  my 
adventures.  They  were  truly  so  wonder- 
ful that  even  now  I  am  bewildered  when 
I  think  of  them."  —  Jules  Verne 


The  words  I  have  just  spoken  are  not  my  own.  They  were  written  by  science 
fictionist  Jules  Vern  in  his  book  Journey  to  the  Center  of  the  Earth.  They  describe 

the  feelings  of  a  young  man  who  has  traveled  many  miles,  seen  many  fantastic 
places,  but  even  more  importantly,  the  adventures  of  which  the  young  man 
speaks  allowed  him  to  see  himself  more  clearly  and  gave  him  a  chance  to  grow  as 
no  other  experience  in  his  life  could.  He  was  at  times  awed  by  his  own  strength, 
but  just  as  often  humbled  by  his  weakness,  and,  when  his  adventure  had  finally 
come  to  an  end,  he  realized  how  much  he  owed  to  those  who  had  helped  him 
along  the  way. 

No,  those  were  not  my  words,  but  they  could  have  been,  for  since  I  walked  into  a 
vo-ag  classroom  over  seven  years  ago,  I  too,  have  been  on  an  incredible  journey. 
I  have  traveled  many  miles  and  seen  many  places,  but  the  greatest  part  of  the 
journey  is  that  I  can  see  myself  and  life  more  clearly  because  of  those  seven  years. 
Now,  as  the  journey  comes  to  an  end,  I  too,  realize  how  much  I  owe  to  those  who 
have  helped  me  along  the  way. 

So,  I  mustthank  each  of  you:  the  members,  parents,  and  advisors  I  havecometo 
know  on  this  journey,  for  you  have  been  my  teachers.  You  have  not  made  the 
journey  easier,  but  instead  you  have  challenged  me  to  strive  for  the  excellence  you 
deserve.  The  lessons  you  have  left  me  will  remain  vivid  in  my  mind  for  years 
to  come.  You  have  taught  me  to  dream.  It  is  in  building  a  dream  that  we  find  hope 
and  inspiration  for  tomorrow  and  only  by  realizing  that  dream  can  we  justify  the 
defeat  and  sadness  which  always  seems  to  be  a  part  of  yesterday.  You  have  taught 
me  to  work,  and  that  it  is  great  work  that  gives  us  great  rewards,  but  even  the 
greatest  work  starts  with  the  completion  of  a  simple  task.  You  have  taught  me  to 
enjoy  life,  and  that  happiness  does  not  lie  at  the  end  of  any  rainbow,  but  that  we 
can  find  it  in  every  step  we  take.  For  these  and  so  many  other  lessons,  I  thank  you 
and  all  those  who  have  come  before  you. 
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One  lesson,  however,  stands  out  over  all  others  on  this  evening.  I  have  found  if  i 
forget  this  lesson,  I  suffer  my  greatest  frustrations,  but  through  remembering  it  I 
can  find  true  happiness.  In  this  world  of  get-rich-quick  schemes  and  overnight 
success  stories,  we  are  all  sometimes  guilty  of  seeking  fast,  easy  solutions  to  our 
problems.  We  sometimes  believe  a  few  quick  words  or  one  simple  act  can  help  us 
achieve  the  ends  we  desire.  We  sometimes  believe  that  our  greatest  wishes  will 
come  true  by  magic.  I  now  know  that  fairy  tales  can  come  true,  but  not  by  the 
sleight  of  hand  of  a  magician.  We  can  all  perform  magic  by  simply  finding  our 
talents  and  challenging  ourselves  to  work  and  make  the  most  of  those  talents. 

Why  should  anyone  strive  for  that  kind  of  magic?  Why  gamble  the  comforts  of 
today  for  that  which  may  lie  just  beyond  our  reach  tomorrow?  Why  risk  failure 
when  we  can  be  content  with  our  present  position  in  life?  Good  questions,  maybe, 
but  I  don't  think  they  apply.  We  can  no  longer  ask  if  we  should  find  this  magic  by 
discovering  our  talents  and  putting  them  to  use,  but  rather  how  long  we  have  to  do 
it,  for  as  I  have  traveled  this  great  country  of  ours,  I  have  seen  the  youthful  opti- 
mism in  your  eyes,  but  I  have  also  seen  others  who  would  paint  a  dim  picture  of 
tomorrow.  I  read  of  the  poisoned  air,  the  fuel  shortages,  and  thestarving  children 
of  the  future.  I  have  heard  many  say  it  will  be  impossible  to  get  ahead  in  the  future. 
I  have  even  heard  a  citizen  of  the  Soviet  Union  stand  before  me  and  say  that 
destiny  will  show  the  American  people  which  system  —  Communism  or  De- 
mocracy —  is  the  best  form  of  government. 

I  cannot  believe  such  pessimists  and  I  am  unafraid  of  tomorrow,  but  I  do  know 
we  will  be  challenged.  Our  energies  will  be  spent  and  our  judgment  will  be  tested 
by  the  problems  of  thefuture,  andtheonly  way  weovercometheseobstacles  is  by 
finding  the  magic  that  exists  in  our  minds  and  hearts. 

You  now  realize  that  this  magic  I  speak  of  is  certainly  not  new,  but  is  as  old  as 
time  itself.  We  can  learn  from  the  great  heritage  of  the  past.  The  Wright  brothers 
were  able  to  fly  not  because  they  had  a  magic  wand,  but  becausethey  failed  to  let 
the  thinking  of  other  people  limit  their  dreams  and  imagination.  The  people  who 
live  and  work  on  America's  farms  and  ranches  feed  and  clothe  millions,  not  be- 
cause they  possess  a  secret  potion,  but  because  they  have  been  able  to  apply  all 
the  knowledge  and  ingenuity  they  could  muster  to  produce  such  vast  food  sup- 
plies. This  country  was  not  formed  because  a  group  of  men  mumbled  some  magic 
words,  but  because  they  were  willing  to  commit  their  lives,  their  fortunes,  and 
their  sacred  honor  to  assurethat  freedom  reigned.  In  thesame  way  the  FFA  atfifty 
has  a  golden  past  and  a  brighter  future  not  because  its  members  wore  the  same 
kinds  of  jackets  and  attended  conventions  together,  but  becausethey  wereeager 
to  learn  and  to  put  that  learning  to  use. 

The  magic  is  a  part  of  our  past,  but  it  also  exists  in  the  present.  This  year  has 
given  me  the  opportunity  to  see  the  magic  potential  in  thousands  of  FFA  mem- 
bers, but  most  clearly  I  have  seen  it  in  five  people  who  have  served  so  well  as  your 
National  Officers  this  year.  Just  as  new  officers  are  about  to  embark  on  an  unfor- 
gettable journey  on  this  evening,  the  magic  carpet  which  has  carried  the  six  of  us 
so  faithfully  the  past  three  hundred  sixty-four  days  is  about  to  return  to  earth.  But 
I  know  that  the  journeys  of  my  fellow  officers  are  not  over  for  the  magic  that  I  have 
seen  and  admired  will  serve  whereverthey  travel  on  the  road  of  life.  In  Bruce  I  have 
seen  the  magic  of  dedication,  in  Julie  the  magic  of  concern,  and  Rick  possesses 
the  magical  quality  of  professionalism.  Danny  has  found  the  value  of  thinking 
through  a  problem,  and  although  Sam  is  best  known  for  his  humor,  his  greatest 
magic  exists  in  his  constant  search  for  truth. 

I  am  proud  to  be  a  part  of  this  officerteam.  I  am  proud  because  of  the  abilities  of 
these  five  people  and  the  way  they  have  seized  opportunities  to  develop  them- 
selves. I  am  proud  most  of  all  because  they,  too,  have  seen  a  magic  in  you  and  all 
of  the  510,000  members  of  the  Future  Farmers  of  America.  We  havedoneour  best 
to  assure  that  those  same  opportunities  are  available  to  you  in  the  days  to  come. 
I   hope  you  will  take  advantage  of  those  opportunities.  Any  success  I  have 
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achieved  in  this  organization  is  greatly  exceeded  by  your  potential  to  achieve  in 
the  times  ahead.  The  great  accomplishments  of  your  past  are  far  outshined  by  the 
impossible  things  you  can  do  in  the  future.  Even  great  magicyou  havegiven  me  is 
small  compared  to  the  magic  you  can  find  for  yourself  and  for  so  many  others 
around  you. 

I  am  continually  amazed  every  time  I  look  at  this  organization  and  know  what  it 
has  meant  to  thousands  of  young  people  in  the  past.  We  now  must  turn  to  the 
future,  however,  for  as  my  journey  ends,  yours  finds  a  new  beginning.  I  would  like 
to  leave  you  this  final  thought: 

We  can  wish  upon  stars  and  dream  of  success, 

But  wishes  are  only  a  beginning  — 

And  success  is  never  accidental. 

We  can  combine  the  strengths 

Of  the  mind  and  the  body 

With  the  goodness  of  the  heart 

We  will  know  the  magic  at  last. 
It  is  my  hope,  fellow  FFA  members  that  you  will  continue  to  seek  the  magic  in 
yourself  and  in  others,  for  in  the  magic  lies  the  answer  to  our  dreams. 
GOD  BLESS  YOU  ALL. 


A  NEW  BEGINNING 

Bruce  Maloch,  National  FFA  Secretary 


History  is  in  the  making!  At  the  tap  of  the  gavel  this  morning,  the  50th  Con- 
vention of  the  Future  Farmers  of  America  was  called  to  order.  The  Golden  Anni- 
versary Convention  of  FFA  is  now  in  progress.  Yet  in  only  a  few  short  hours,  the 
gavel  will  make  one  final  tap.  Another  convention 
will  have  ended,  my  six  years  in  the  FFA  will  beover, 
and  the  extreme  honor  and  opportunity  that  I  have 
had  to  serve  as  a  National  FFA  Officer  will  be  only  a 
memory. 

As  I  take  a  few  moments  to  reflect  on  this  past 
year,  the  most  appropriate  words  I  can  find  are 
"thank  you".  Thanks  to  Mr.  Hunsicker,  Mr.  Harris, 
the  national  staff,  members  of  the  Arkansas  state 
staff,  and  others  all  across  the  country  who  have 
taken  time  to  help  me  and  to  serve  the  FFA.  Thanks 
to  James,  Sam,  Julie,  Rick  and  Danny  for  their 
friendship  and  sincere  dedication  to  this  organiza- 
tion. And  thanks  to  those  individuals  who  have 
meant  so  much  to  me,  simply  because  they  shared 
their  time  and  thoughts.  Fellow  FFA  members,  you 
are  those  individuals  who  have  made  this  year 
worthwhile.  But  thanks  most  of  all  to  God  for  giving 
me  this  opportunity,  and  for  providing  the  strength 
and  direction  needed  in  a  challenging  year  such  as 
this. 

It  was  only  six  brief  years  ago  that  a  little,  short  Greenhand  from  Emerson, 
Arkansas,  had  some  lofty  dreams  of  becoming  a  chapter  officer,  winning  the  state 
public  speaking  contest,  and  even  becoming  a  state  or  national  officer.  For  one 
reason  or  another,  he  just  thought  he  could  do  it.  He  was  elected  to  a  chapter 
office  and  placed  third  in  the  State  Public  Speaking  Contest  his  first  year,  but  only 
managed  fourth  (out  of  four)  in  the  Speaking  Contest  the  following  year.  But  he 
still  thought  he  could  do  it. 
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How  often  we  wish  for  another  chance 

To  make  a  fresh  begnning, 

A  chance  to  blot  out  our  mistakes 

And  change  failure  into  winning  - 

And  it  does  not  take  a  new  year 

To  make  a  brand  new  start 

It  only  takes  the  deep  desire 

To  try  with  all  our  heart 

To  live  a  little  better 

And  to  always  be  forgiving 

And  to  add  a  little  "sunshine" 

To  the  world  in  which  we're  living  — 

So  never  give  up  in  despair 

And  think  that  you  are  through, 

For  there's  always  a  tomorrow 

And  a  chance  to  start  anew. 

Helen  Steiner  Rice 

That  failure  to  win  the  public  speaking  contest  was  a  New  Beginning  for  me.  A 
beginning  with  more  determination  and  desire  than  ever  to  reach  those  ultimate 
goals  I  had  in  theFFA.  Last  November,  those  lofty  dreams  were  turned  into  a  reali- 
ty and  this  past  year  has  been  the  greatest  of  my  life.  But  with  the  end  of  this  con- 
vention comes  the  termination  of  my  year  as  a  National  Officer  in  this  organization. 
Some  of  you  might  think  that  this  opening  session  is  the  "beginning  of  the  end" 
for  the  six  of  us.  Even  though  this  may  mark  the  end  of  our  active  membership  in 
the  FFA,  we  still  have  higher  goals  and  plans  in  life.  We  can,  and  will  accomplish 
these  goals  if  we  are  willing  to  work  and  put  forth  our  best  efforts.  So  I  choose  not 
to  look  at  the  golden  past  as  an  ending,  but  would  rather  lookfor  a  brighterfuture 
ahead  -  a  New  Beginning  in  the  FFA  and  in  our  lives. 

Life  has  taught  me  many  things  this  year.  We  must  look  to  the  future  with  antici- 
pation and  not  worry  about  days  gone  by. 

Don't  worry  'bout  the  yesterdays 
Which  have  already  gone 
But  plan  about  tomorrows  which 
Are  just  beyond  the  dawn. 

Events  that  happen'd  yesterday 
We  never  can  correct, 
While  those  to  come  tomorrow, 
We  can  possibly  select. 

There  are  so  many  things  to  plan 
For  days  which  lie  ahead, 
That  time  is  wasted  when  we  think 
Of  yesterdays  instead. 

No  matter  what  has  taken  place 
Upon  the  day  before 
It  soon  will  be  discarded  if 
The  morrow  we  explore. 

Fred  Toothaker 

If  the  FFA  is  to  have  a  brighter  future,  you  must  plan  for  tomorrow.  Franklin  D. 
Roosevelt  said,  "The  only  limit  to  our  realization  of  tomorrow  will  be  our  doubts  of 
today.  Let  us  move  forward  with  strong  and  active  faith."  Have  faith  in  the  abilities 
that  God  has  given  you!  But  more  importantly,  put  those  abilities  to  use  and 
become  what  you  are  capable  of  being.  To  do  this,  you  must  recognize  and  cor- 
rect any  weaknesses  you  have  and  always  strive  for  personal  growth.  It  doesn't 


22  FIFTIETH   NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

matter  so  much  where  you  stand,  but  in  what  direction  you  are  going.  Always 
move  forward  with  a  positive  attitude.  I  have  faith  in  your  abilities,  and  for  that 
reason,  can  leave  this  organization  knowing  that  the  reigns  of  leadership  are  in 
the  hands  of  more  competent  individuals. 

In  July,  we  had  a  chance  to  visit  with  President  Jimmy  Carter.  Mr.  Cartertold  us 
he  was  proud  to  be  "part  of  one  of  the  finest  organizations  on  earth.  It's  never  lost 
its  pride  of  what  has  been,  and  its  vision  of  what  can  beinthefuture."TheFFAcan 
be  what  you  make  it!  You  can  bring  that  vision  into  focus. 

Yes,  this  is  a  New  Beginning  for  the  FF A  as  we  look  down  the  road  to  another  50 
years,  and  it  can  be  a  New  Beginning  for  you.  As  you  start  taking  those  steps  up 
the  ladder  of  success,  let  me  encourage  you  to  always  follow  the  words  written  in 
Ecclesiastes  9:10,  "Whatsoever  thy  hand  findeth  to  do,  do  it  with  all  thy  might . . ." 
The  extra  step  you  are  willing  to  take  while  striving  for  your  goals  could  mean  the 
difference  between  success  and  failure.  Rememberthat  lifewill  produce  whatyou 
ask  of  it.  Those  who  deposit  nothing  in  the  bank  of  life  can  expect  nothing  in  re- 
turn. Yet  it  is  a  funny  thing  that  those  who  refuse  to  accept  anything  but  the  best  in 
life  very  often  get  it.  Life  will  pay  the  price  we  ask  of  it.  But  how  do  we  know  what 
price  to  ask?  How  do  we  know  what  goals  to  set?  Again  we  can  learn  from  the 
wisdom  of  the  Bible,  "Ask,  and  it  shall  be  given  you;  seek,  and  ye  shall  find;  knock, 
and  it  shall  be  opened  unto  you."  What  are  the  key  words  in  this  passage:  "It  shall 
be  given  you?"  No,  the  key  words  are:  "ask,  seek,  knock."  The  door  of  opportunity 
will  not  swing  open  by  itself.  Knock  and  it  will  beopened  untoyou,  ask  and  it  shall 
be  given  you,  seek,  and  ye  shall  find  and  keep  asking,  seeking,  and  knocking  until 
you  find  and  reach  your  goals. 

It  has  come  time  for  me  to  step  down  as  your  National  FFA  Secretary.  I  do  so 
certainly  with  mixed  emotions,  but  with  a  host  of  happy  memories  from  the  past 
year.  I  will  be  ever  indebted  to  you  for  giving  me  this  invaluable  opportunity.  This 
is  a  New  Beginning  in  my  life  as  I  set  out  to  accomplish  specific  goals  I've  set  for 
myself.  The  friendships  made  during  the  past  year  will  continue  to  grow  and 
strengthen,  and  I  will  be  watching  as  you,  my  friends,  reach  for  your  stars.  As  we 
depart,  it  is  my  prayer  that: 

All  through  your  life, 

wherever  you  are, 
May  God  guide  your  way 

as  you  reach  for  a  star 
And  may  you  find  always 

while  He  is  close  by, 
No  dream  is  too  lofty  — 

no  goal  is  too  high. 
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TO  TRY  AND  YET  FAIL 

Sam  Brownback,  National  FFA  Vice  President,  Central  Region 

Dedicated  to:  Bill  Calovich  and  Mike  Morano,  for  loving  friendship,  inspiration 

and  memories 

Failure.  Seems  to  be  such  an  unthinkable  word  to  visualize  while  we  are 
gathered  hereto  honorthosewho  have  succeeded.  Yet  I  feel  failure  now,  failure  to 
be  able  to  put  together  words  to  describe  what  this  organization,  that  has  ruled 
and  rewarded  my  life  the  past  seven  years,  has  meant  to  me.  Expecially  this  year,  a 
year  during  which  I  had  the  honor  of  serving  you.  It  has  been  a  grand  year,  one  in 
which  I've  learned  to  - 

maximize 
publicize 
be  surprised 
look  in  someone's  eyes. 
I've  also  learned  to  - 
smile 

care  for  a  child 
not  get  wild 
and  be  a  little  mild. 
At  times  I've  been  - 
sorrowful 
resentful 
contemptible 
and  even  punishable. 
But  all  in  all,  I've  had  the  chance  to  - 

look  where  I've  been 

count  on  a  friend 

make  amends 

and,  ultimately,  face  the  end. 

For  end  it  must.  But  not  before  I  impart  to  you  what  glows  in  my  mind  more 
vividly  than  the  bright  lights  I  stand  in.  It'ssomething  each  of  us  has  met  with,  all  of 
us  wrestle  with  and  some  are  killed  by  -  it  is  failure.  To  try,  and  yet  fail.  To  try  with 
all  our  might,  for  all  we're  worth,  and  yet  fail.  I  know  of  no  other  time  this  year  or  in 
previous  years  when  a  more  difficult  situation  was  at  hand  than  when  I  would  talk 
to  an  FFA  member  who  had  just  failed.  They  had  not  been  selected  as  the  Star 
Green  hand,  as  the  Public  Speaking  Winner  or  as  a  chapter  officer.  They  had  failed 
to  reach  their  dream.  The  dream  they  had  lived  for  was  shattered  by  the  cruelties 
of  reality.  It's  just  not  fair,  is  it?  But  what  did  those  who  were  defeated  do?  Some 
kept  with  the  fight,  drove  on  and  achieved  great  heights,  some  wept  and  others 
were  just  swept  away,  never  to  return.  Revealing  the  truth  thatfailure  causes  some 
people  to  break;  others  to  break  records. 

Failure.  An  old  German  proverb  put  it  this  way:  It  is  that  which  does  not  kill  us. 
but  makes  us  stronger.  Indeed  it  does,  yet  how  many  of  us  approach  failure  this 
way?  Seeing  those  failures  which  do  not  kill  us  make  us  stronger.  To  try  and  yet 
fail  means  only  to  lay  a  stronger  foundation  for  tomorrow,  for  the  next  dream. 
Early  in  life  James  Madison,  Lucille  Ball,  Walt  Disney  and  Abraham  Lincoln  were 
all  pronounced  failures.  Did  this  stop  them?  No,  through  a  determination,  a  desire 
that  went  undaunted  and  a  dream  that  could  not  be  defeated,  they  used  failure  as 
a  stepping  block,  not  a  stumbling  stone. 

To  quit,  to  be  a  failure  -  the  thought  does  not  even  occur  to  some  people.  Such 
was  the  case  with  my  high  school  idol.  He  was  a  success  at  everything.  He  had  the 
"Midas  Touch"  when  it  came  to  success.  In  sports  -  he  was  super,  in  academics  - 
he  excelled,  and  in  the  eyes  of  his  peers  he  was  tops.  Then  he  graduated  from  high 
school  and  something  caused  him  to  quit  trying,  to  stop  driving  and  setting  goals. 
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He  relaxed  back  into  a  comfortable  existence  of  mediocrity  and  failure.  He  was  a 
success,  made  failure.  I'm  afraid  some  of  us  here  will  follow  his  well-trodden  path 
and  become  successes  made  failures.  All  of  you  have  met  with  success  in  the  FFA 
or  you  would  not  be  here.  Our  challenge  is  -  do  not  stop  now.  The  FFA  is  not  an 
end,  but  a  beginning.  Go  ahead  and  achieve.  Use  the  wonderful  talents  you  have 
gained  toward  building  a  better  agriculture,  a  stronger  country  and  a  perfect 
world,  but  most  of  all,  use  your  abilities  toward  building  a  better  YOU! 

Failure.  It's  a  very  real  thing  to  me.  To  dream  the  impossible  and  find  it  was 
impossible.  To  see  the  improbable  and  learn  that  it  was  so.  I  have  failed  many 
times,  in  and  out  of  the  blue  and  gold  jacket.  Especially  this  year  I  have  failed.  I 
have  failed  to  present  myself  the  way  I  should.  I  have  failed  to  give  that  speech  as 
eloquently  as  I  had  hoped  I  would.  I  have  failed  to  love  all  those  I  could -yet  I  have 
learned,  and  next  time  my  failure  won't  be  quite  so  convincing. 

Failure.  It's  one  of  those  negative  notions  we  don't  deal  with  in  the  FFA.  Wetalk 
of  dreams  and  goals  and  success -as  we  should,  for  this  is  what  we  must  strive  for. 
But  on  the  other  hand,  if  we  do  not  achieve  our  goal  are  we  a  failure?  We  are  only  if 
we  don't  get  back  up  after  defeat.  To  lose  a  battle  in  life  is  no  sin,  buttogiveupthe 
war  means  nothing  short  of  giving  up  life.  In  essence  we  write  our  own  epitaph. 
Yes,  you  will  meet  with  defeat,  but  do  not  quit.  Dig  in  a  little  deeper,  grityourteeth 
a  little  harder  and  press  on.  The  victors  in  life  are  not  those  who  go  undefeated, 
but  rather  those  who  do  not  quit. 

To  fail  and  remain  a  failure  is  to  let  down  our  Creator.  He  has  given  us  a 
marvelous  body  with  many  talents  and  if  we  are  blown  down  with  thefirst  wisping 
wind  of  defeat  and  do  not  rise  again,  then  we  waste  the  previous  life  He  has  given 
us.  Instead  of  us  producing  a  magnificent  living  palace,  full  of  shining  gold  and 
silver  from  our  lives,  we  become  an  ancient  ruin  for  archaeologists  to  dig  up  and 
ask  what  caused  this  empire  to  fall.  Too  many  people  make  cemeteries  of  their 
lives  by  burying  their  talents.  It  all  boils  down  to  this:  What  we  are  now  is  God's  gift 
to  us;  What  we  become  is  our  gift  to  God. 

Yes,  failure.  It  looms  on  mountain  tops  as  the  final  test  before  we  reach  the 
summit.  I  have  made  that  journey,  I'm  at  the  top  of  the  FFA  mountain  and  Old  Man 
Failure,  having  been  conquered  this  time,  has  revealed  to  me  this  one  pearl  of 
wisdom:  To  try  and  yet  fail  is  the  price  we  pay  for  success,  but  failure  to  try  has  no 
reward.  The  view  from  the  top  of  the  mountain  is  a  magnificent  one,  but  it's  getting 
cold  out  now  and  darkness  has  set  in.  I  guess  it  istimefor  metoshed  atearand  go 
home,  giving  the  mountain  to  others  more  capable  than  myself.  Please  take  care, 
my  friends,  and  remember,  you  can  do  all  things  through  God  who  strengthens 
you. 

God  bless  you  all! 
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STRONGER  EVERY  DAY 

Rick  McDaniel,  National  FFA  Vice  President,  Eastern  Region 

In  standing  here  before  you,  I  am  trembling  with  excitement  To  all  of  you  I  owe 
so  very  much.  For  this  past  year  has  been  a  year  of  getting  to  know  many  of  you 
and  exchanging  ideas  with  more  of  you.  Today  I  would  like  to  give  you  a  brief 
report  of  what  I  have  seen  in  my  past  seven  years  of 
being  an  FFA  member.  I  would  like  to  share  a  story 
with  you  concerning  a  young  man  I  knew.  This 
young  man  had  contracted  a  disease  call 
"averageitis."  The  parasitic  disease  had  been 
effectively  smothering  him  from  reaching  his 
potential.  It  kept  him  from  doing  anything  except 
following  a  group  that  had  already  been  totally 
engulfed  by  the  disease.  With  this  young  man,  it 
started  with  athletics  as  he  no  longer  pushed  to  do 
better;  from  there  it  spread  to  the  FFA  where  he  no 
longer  strived  to  be  the  leader.  Then  it  hit  his  studies 
as  his  grades  went  tumbling  down;  and  it  didn't  quit 
until  it  had  encompassed  his  entire  day-to-day  life- 
style. It  had  overcome  him,  for  he  had  accepted 
mediocrity  and  he  couldn't  even  see  it.  He  had  no 
idea  where  he  was  going  or  what  he  was  going  to  do. 
He  was  one  of  millions  —  millions  across  the  country 
suffering  from  thediseasethat stifles  motivation  and 
cuts  off  the  desire  to  improve. 

You  see,  it  was  I  who  had  that  terrible  disease 
and  I  received  my  antidote  to  overcome  the  disease  five  years  ago,  right  here  at 
the  1972  National  Convention.  Upon  entering  the  convention  I  was  stunned.  The 
array  of  colors,  the  band  and  chorus  giving  me  an  electrifying  charge,  seeing  the 
delegates  making  important  decisions  for  our  one-half  million  members  from 
coast  to  coast.  For  the  first  time  in  my  life  I  witnessed  youth  who  were  in  control  of 
their  own  journeys.  They  were  the  National  FFA  Officers.  These  people  had  not 
contracted  the  dreaded  disease.  As  I  watched  them  my  eyes  suddenly  opened  to 
new  horizons.  On  the  way  home  from  the  convention,  my  advisor  and  I  mapped 
out  those  horizons  in  a  small  portion  of  the  journey.  That  small,  but  worthwhile 
portion  was  the  FFA,  and  those  horizons  were  things  I  could  do  in  the  FFA.  I  never 
dreamed  I  could  become  a  National  Officer,  but  I  wanted  to  attempt  to  become  a 
State  Officer,  even  though  it  seemed  an  impossible  task. 

Today  the  disease  has  been  long  suppressed  and  I  am  the  pilot  of  my  journey, 
guiding  it  myself.  I  am  still  overwhelmed  by  the  convention,  but  most  of  all.  it  is  the 
ecstasy  of  seeing  multitudes  of  blue  corduroy  jackets,  which  gives  me  a  warmth  of 
personal  friendship.  I  am  proud  of  this  organization,  not  because  of  its  name  or 
what  it  looks  like  in  public,  but  rather  because  of  what  it  does. 

Let's  look  at  it  in  a  personal  manner.  We  all  have  names  but  they  are  nothing 
more  than  a  short  series  of  verbal  expressions  giving  us  a  label  for 
communication's  sake.  A  name  tells  us  absolutely  nothing  about  the  individual. 
By  the  same  token,  appearance  can  give  us  no  insights  into  a  person.  We  all  are 
composed  of  the  same  basic  parts.  No,  we  are  known  for  what  we  do.  In  other 
words,  our  actions  and  personalities  ARE  US!  Our  organization  is  also  known  for 
its  actions.  Pardon  my  partiality,  but  I'm  extremely  proud  of  this  organization,  and 
I  believe  that  that  personal  pride  on  the  part  of  its  members  is  why  it  is  so 
magnificent. 

Personal  pride  is  the  only  cure  for  the  disease,  "averageitis.''  Personal  pride 
determines  what  we  do,  how  we  do  it,  and  how  we  act.  It  can  be  looked  at  as  a  ruler 
measuring  where  one  is  satisfied  with  the  results  of  his  efforts.  It  is  the  stimulator 
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that  motivates  us  to  accomplish  those  results.  For  if  we  don't  reach  that  level  of 
satisfaction,  we  receive  that  deep  down  rotten  feeling  of  failure,  which  is  very 
painful.  Some  folks,  when  not  reaching  that  level  over  long  periods  of  time, 
become  calloused  to  the  pain;  they  become  insensitive  and  rationalize  with 
themselves.  That  is  the  true  disease  of  "averageitis."  Lack  of  motivation  and 
goals  are  its  major  symptoms. 

The  key  in  developing  personal  pride  is  to  establish  some  goals  and  triumph  by 
accomplishing  them.  There  was  a  young  lad  who  lived  in  Germany  at  the  time  of 
World  War  II.  At  the  outbreak  of  war  his  father  was  put  in  a  concentration  camp 
since  the  family  was  Jewish.  The  mother  sold  the  clothing  store  they  owned  to  buy 
her  husband's  way  out  of  jail.  The  family  fled,  penniless,  to  Shanghai,  which  was 
taken  over  not  long  after  by  the  Japanese.  They  lived  in  a  Shanghai  slum  where 
starvation  and  disease  took  the  lives  of  many.  It  was  at  this  time  that  the  boy  set  a 
goal  to  make  money  so  he  wouldn't  have  to  live  like  that  again. 

After  the  war  he  managed  to  get  a  job  on  a  U.S.  ship.  In  1947  he  acquired  a  visa 
and  entered  the  U.S.A.  with  $60.00  in  his  pockets.  He  decided  to  work  to  earn 
money  to  go  to  school.  He  started  by  working  as  a  janitor  in  Las  Vegas.  From  there 
he  worked  as  a  ticket  collector  at  a  movie  house  and  also  as  a  stage  hand.  This 
young  man  had  a  goal  and  worked  long  and  hard  to  reach  it.  Last  winter  he  quit  his 
job  at  the  Bendix  Company  as  Chairman  of  the  Board  making  nearly  $500,000  a 
year.  He  quit  the  job  to  take  a  lower  paying  job.  You  see,  Michael  Blumenthal  quit 
to  become  the  U.S.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

There  are  thousands  to  tell  you  it  can't  be  done 

There  are  thousands  to  prophesy  failure, 

There  are  thousands  to  point  out  to  you,  one  by  one 

The  dangers  that  wait  to  assail  you. 

But  just  buckle  in  with  a  bit  of  a  grin 

Just  take  off  your  coat  and  go  to  it, 

Just  start  in  to  sing  as  you  tackle  the  thing, 

That  cannot  be  done,  and  you'll  do  it. 

Howard  Hill  is  probably  the  greatest  archer  who  ever  lived.  At  50  feet  he  could 
outshoot  virtually  any  rifleman  in  the  world.  After  sending  the  first  arrow  to  the 
center  of  the  bull's  eye,  he  would  literally  split  the  arrow  with  his  next  shot.  But  I, 
Rick  McDaniel,  could  outshoot  Howard  Hill  on  the  best  day  he  ever  had.  I  could  hit 
the  bull's  eye  with  more  consistency  than  Howard  Hill,  and  I've  only  shot  a  bow  a 
few  times.  I  would  insist  you  impose  a  slight  handicap  on  Howard  Hill,  however;  I 
would  want  you  to  put  a  blindfold  on  him  and  then  I  guarantee  you  I  would  hitthe 
bull's  eye  more  consistently  than  him. 

I  hope  you  think  this  analogy  is  ridiculous  and  that  you  are  saying,  "of  course 
you  could;  how  can  a  man  hit  a  target  he  can't  see?"  That's  a  good  question.  Now 
here  is  another  one  for  you.  If  you  can't  hit  a  target  you  can't  see,  how  can  you  hit  a 
target  you  don't  have?  My  point  is,  if  you  don't  have  a  target,  how  can  you  ever 
hope  to  hitthe  bull's  eye?  If  you  don't  have  a  goal,  how  can  you  ever  hope  to  reach 
a  destination?  Do  the  thousands  of  people  with  "averageitis"  plan  to  fail?  I  think 
not.  They  fail  to  plan. 

If,  in  leaving  this  organization  I  could  have  one  wish  granted,  it  would  be  to 
make  all  500,000  FFA  members  immune  to  "average-itis."  Unfortunately,  that  is 
impossible,  which  leaves  us  to  look  out  for  ourselves.  We  have  to  be  on  guard 
against  "averageitis"  each  day.  It  could  be  explained  in  anotherway,  forour  lives 
are  made  of  time.  Life  can  be  compared  to  a  minute,  for: 

I  have  only  just  a  minute 
Only  sixty  seconds  in  it. 
Forced  upon  me,  can't  refuse  it. 
Didn't  seek  it,  didn't  choose  it. 
But  it's  up  to  me  to  use  it. 
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I  must  suffer  if  I  lose  it, 

Give  account  if  I  abuse  it. 

Just  a  tiny  little  minute  —  but  eternity  is  in  it. 

We  must  each  use  that  minute  and  every  minute.  Get  involved  and  do 
everything  to  the  best  of  your  ability.  I  can  think  of  no  better  placethan  vo-ag  and 
the  FFA.  It  is  one  big  smorgasbord  and  we  are  all  starving.  It  doesn't  take  someone 
superhuman  to  be  successful  in  the  FFA,  only  someone  who  will  serve  a  little,  live 
a  little,  enjoy  a  little,  and  grow  a  little  each  day. 

Each  and  every  one  of  us  has  a  seed  planted  inside  of  us  just  waiting  to  grow. 
That  seed  is  called  potential.  Just  as  every  plant  develops  from  a  tiny  seed  we  too 
must  nurture  the  grain  of  potential  within  us.  Once  you've  got  that  seed  growing, 
don't  let  it  wither.  To  quote  Woody  Hayes,  "If  you're  not  getting  better,  you're 
getting  worse,  because  you  can't  stay  the  same."  In  fact  doing  well  is  all  right,  but 
when  a  man  reaches  the  point  where  he  doesn't  want  to  do  better,  he  is  done  for. 

We  have  to  be  looking  ahead  -  living  and  experiencing  each  moment  of  each 
day  as  a  challenge,  putting  forth  the  effort  to  let  it  blossom  into  its  true  potential. 
The  greatest  reward  is  to  know  that  you've  done  something  well.  What  could  be 
more  wonderful  than  looking  back  at  the  day  and  knowing  you've  done  everything 
as  well  as  you  possibly  could? 

After  traveling  in  several  countries  across  the  world,  I  know  that  we  are  very 
fortunate  here  in  America  that  "averageitis"  is  not  terminal.  We  can  set  goals  and 
accomplish  them.  We  can  develop  more  personal  pride  and  strength  each  day. 
The  last  four  letters  of  American  spell  "I  can."  I  can. 

We  hold  these  truths  to  be  self-evident,  that  all  men  are 
created  equal,  that  they  are  endowed  by  theirCreator  with 
certain  unalienable  Rights,  that  among  these  are  Life, 
Liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  Happiness. 

-U.S.  Bill  of  Rights 

I  challenge  each  of  you  to  develop  your  opportunities  to  the  fullest.  I  hope  each 
of  you  will  realize  that  true  satisfaction  comes  from  achieving  your  fullest 
potential.  I  only  hope  and  pray  that  each  of  you  will  become  stronger  every  day. 
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THE  GAME  OF  LIFE 


Danny  Schiffer,  National  FFA  Vice  President,  Southern  Reagion 

History  has  a  profound  ability  to  teach  us  a  great  deal;  if  we  would  look  be- 
yond the  textbooks  and  mere  facts  cast  out  to  us  while  in  school.  I  remember 
the  story  of  a  man  who  set  a  goal  in  his  life,  much  the  same  way  that  you  and  I 
would.  This  particular  fellow,  however,  had  a  dream 
far  beyond  what  we  might  envision,  for  it  was  his 
quest  to  conquer  the  civilized  world. 

The  task  would  not  be  easy.  The  strategy  was  well 
planned,  the  years  would  go  by,  and  the  empire 
would  grow,  reaching  out  to  the  far  edges  of  what 
was  perceived  to  be  worthy  of  domination.  Time 
passed  and  the  goal  was  accomplished.  The  civil- 
ized world  was  conquered  by  one  man.  When  that 
fellow  realized  he  had  succeeded  in  his  wishes,  he 
began  to  think  about  his  magnificentfeat.  Alexander 
the  Great,  conqueror  of  the  world,  suddenly  realized 
what  he  had  done.  He  sat  down  and  cried. 

The  story  is  a  very  sobering  one,  indeed.  Later  I 
will  return  to  Alexander  the  Great,  but  let  me  move 
ahead  several  thousand  years  and  briefly  share  a  bit 
of  recent  history.  I  would  like  to  share  some  of  the 
things  I  learned  serving  as  your  national  officerthis 
year. 

The  time  is  definitely  worthy  of  reflection.  I've 
been  allowed  the  opportunity  to  see,  in  detail,  this  place  in  which  we  live,  and  have 
taken  a  peek  behind  many  doors.  Yet  most  of  my  experiences  have  focused  on 
one  thing,  the  people.  My  perceptions  of  these  people  have  been  formed  by 
viewing  them  through  a  variety  of  lenses.  Through  that  perceptive  window  of  my 
mind  I  have  seen  images  of  the  20th  Century  American  civilization.  I've  seen  the 
conditions  of  living,  extravagance  to  the  frugal,  the  haves  and  the  have-nots.  I've 
seen  the  people,  the  boisterous  and  the  shy,  the  emotional  and  the  indifferent.  I've 
seen  the  liberal  and  the  conservative,  the  content  and  the  discouraged.  Now  I  do 
not  profess  to  be  an  expert  on  the  subject  of  humanity,  for  I  have  had  only  a  fleet- 
ing glimpse.  The  differing  roles  of  these  individuals  have  intermingled  and  con- 
trasted with  my  own  roles.  For  you  see,  I  have  also  observed  myself  in  a  variety  of 
ways:  an  officer  in  the  FFA,  a  casual  spectator,  an  ardent  student  and  a  compas- 
sionate friend.  So  for  the  next  few  minutes  I  desire  to  share  some  observations 
with  you,  and  while  I  can't  live  your  lives  for  you,  I  honestly  think  that  most  of  the 
conclusions  I  have  drawn  from  my  experiences  this  year  are  the  same  ones  most 
of  you  would  draw.  Spending  a  year  in  "the  fast  lane,"  as  the  song  says,  is  not 
always  glamorous  or  exciting.  In  fact,  sometimes  it  can  get  boring  and  lonely,  but 
always  educational. 

We,  like  Alexander  the  Great,  have  placed  before  us  many  dreams  and  ambi- 
tions. And  like  mapping  out  our  strategy  through  agame,  we  have  figured  how  we 
want  to  achieve.  Some  may  set  a  goal  of  becoming  an  American  Farmer  in  the 
FFA,  others  to  earn  a  place  on  a  judging  team.  To  some,  success  may  mean 
making  an  "A"  on  a  tough  test  and  some  even  have  goals  of  getting  a  date  with  a 
seemingly  evasive  acquaintance.  Regardless  of  the  desires  and  ambitions  we 
possess,  it's  safe  to  conclude  that  we  all  assume  a  role  in  trying  to  weave  our  way 
through  the  games  we  play.  Oh,  we  may  seldom  admit  to  ourselves  that  we  often 
become  characters  and  act  our  way  to  our  desired  successes,  but  I've  seen  it 
happen  throughout  this  year.  We  may  plan  how  to  win  the  graces  of  ourfamily,  or 
assume  a  role  as  a  leader  to  obtain  benefits  for  the  group,  and  sometimes  we  plan 
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our  approach  to  relationships  with  friends.  AlexandertheGreat  assumed  a  roleas 
a  courageous  general,  to  lure  people  to  his  side  in  order  to  achieve  what  he  de- 
sired. 

While  there  are  somesad  things  about  Alexander's  choice,  wecan  still  probably 
gain  insight  by  briefly  considering  the  key  ingredients  for  anyone's  success.  We 
can  probably  define  four  of  them,  the  first  of  which  is  discipline.  When  most  of  us 
think  of  success,  we  tend  to  think  of  the  glory  associated  with  it  and  not  the  work 
involved  in  getting  there.  In  fact,  Albert  Einstein,  probably  the  greatest  mind  of  the 
century,  described  genius  as  one  percent  inspiration  and  99%  perspiration.  There 
are  very  few  people  here  now,  myself  included,  who  are  incapable  of  making  all 
"A's"  and  "B's"  in  school.  But  many  of  us  don't  because  we  fail  to  have  enough 
self-discipline. 

A  second  ingredient  for  success  is  humility.  You  see,  if  we  buy  the  proposition 
that  self-discipline  is  a  key  to  success,  then  we  must  realize  that  the  difference 
between  the  successful  individual  andthe  unsuccessful  counterpart  isn'tthat  one 
is  superior  to  the  other.  Both  came  from  the  same  stock.  In  short,  being  a  better 
disciplined  person  means  just  that  -  you're  better  at  self-discipline.  It  doesn't 
mean  that  you're  a  better  person  or  even  a  very  different  person.  Discipline  with- 
out humility  leaves  a  man  an  empty  shell.  You  see,  folks  who  lose  their  humility 
also  seem  to  lose  their  humanity,  and  that  one  fact  probably  goes  farther  to 
explain  the  high  suicide  rate  among  wealthy  people  than  does  most  of  the 
psychological  literature. 

A  third  ingredient  is  tact.  When  I  first  entered  college  I  started  working  toward  a 
major  in  communication.  I've  since  changed  majors,  but  I  still  remember  a  very 
important  and  very  basic  fact  from  the  communication  way  of  looking  at  things. 
When  we  deal  with  people,  we  don't  deal  with  reality.  Instead,  we  deal  with  their 
perceptions  of  reality.  Now  the  thing  about  human  perception  is  this:Oftentimes 
we  may  attempt  to  communicate  a  message  to  another  person,  but  something  in 
the  way  we  say  the  message  derails  what  we  were  trying  to  do  and  replaces  it  with 
a  different  and  often  negative  meaning.  The  key  to  effectively  communicating 
with  another  person  isn'tjustto  utter  words  to  try  to  getthe  point  across.  It's  to  use 
the  right  words  and  to  say  them  in  the  right  way  so  that  the  other  person  knows 
you  understand  the  situation,  not  only  from  your  point  of  view  but  also  from  theirs. 
In  other  words,  we  must  be  very  tactful  to  communicate  and  extremely  tactful  to 
guarantee  success  in  the  game  of  life. 

The  final  requisite  for  success  is  appreciation.  It's  not  just  appreciation  for 
ourselves  and  not  just  appreciation  for  victories.  The  old  adage,  "Do  unto  others 
as  you  would  have  them  do  unto  you,"  isn't  just  a  religious  fundamental.  It's  also  a 
key  to  understanding  the  whole  game.  Only  when  we  learn  to  appreciate  the 
losses  with  the  wins,  the  friends  and  the  enemies,  and  even  the  good  and  the  bad 
motives,  can  we  ever  be  a  winner.  And  that  leads  us  to  the  goal,  to  win.  But  what 
about  the  winning? 

One  of  the  finest  accomplishments  of  anyone  is  the  ability  to  win  in  the  game  of 
life.  It  seems  to  be  our  ultimate  destiny  and  reward.  It  is  a  different  kind  of  winning, 
not  like  physical  bravery,  which  is  inspiring,  but  surprisingly  common.  The 
reward  of  winning  in  the  game  of  life  belongs  to  comparatively  few  for  it  requires 
spicing  up  the  basics  with  intelligence,  devotion,  and  something  hard  to  define. 
but  not  too  fancifully  called  an  ideal.  So  when  do  we  know  we  are  winning  the 
game?  The  answer  is  all  around  us,  for  there  is  one  great  and  universal  wish  of 
mankind  expressed  in  all  religions,  in  all  art  and  philosophy,  and  in  all  human  life- 
the  wish  to  pass  beyond  ourselves  as  we  now  are. 

However,  perfection  is  not  our  final  goal.  We  must  follow  an  ever  enduring 
process  of  perfecting,  maturing  and  refining,  which  should  be  considered  in  the 
words  of  John  Dewey,  "the  aim  of  living."  The  good  person  is  one  who.  no  matter 
how  morally  unworthy  they  have  been,  is  moving  to  become  better.  Such  a  belief 
makes  one  severe  in  judging  themselves  and  humane  in  judging  others.  Now  to 


30 


FIFTIETH   NATIONAL  CONVENTION 


the  sad  part  of  the  story.  A  few  minutes  ago  I  mentioned  the  world  conquest  of 
Alexander  the  Great.  At  the  same  time  I  told  you  that  when  he  finished,  instead  of 
celebrating,  he  sat  down  and  cried.  He  wept  because  his  dreams  had  been  denied 
him  —  not  by  someone  else,  for  Alexander  had  won  on  the  battlefield. 

Instead  they  were  denied  by  one  man  he  couldn't  conquer  and  defeat,  the  one 
man  whom  even  his  legions  couldn't  defeat.  AlexandertheGreat  had  fallen  victim 
to  the  awesome  force  that  defeats  so  many  of  us  even  today.  Although  Alexander 
conquered  others,  he  was  unable  to  conquer  himself.  In  theend,  Alexander  was  a 
beaten  man.  He  had  redefined  his  dreams  into  some  kind  of  formulathat  certainly 
included  discipline,  but  lacked  the  equal  amount  of  humility,  tact  and  appreci- 
ation. He  sacrificed  his  moral  beliefs  to  achieve  his  goal.  Therefore  his  dreams 
lacked  substance,  they  were  ripped  from  within  of  their  meaning  and  eventually 
collapsed  from  theirown  hollowness.  History  will  continueto  teach  us  much,  if  we 
reflect  upon  its  real  significance  and  draw  from  its  teachings.  During  the  past 
year,  the  game  of  life  has  taught  me  well.  It  has  shown  its  own  uniqueness  in  that 
there  are  no  rules  in  this  game,  and  subsequently  no  values  exist  until  we  create 
them.  Playing  the  game  of  life  is  entirely  our  own.  But  let  us  all  keep  in  mind  the 
wisdom,  the  truth  and  the  moral  behind  the  words  written  many  years  ago. 
As  we  mingle  with  others,  let  us  be  diligent  in  labor,  just  in  our 
dealings,  courteous  to  everyone,  and  above  all,  honest  and  fair 
in  the  game  of  life. 
Take  care  and  may  we  all  win. 


SIMPLE  THINGS 

Julie  Smiley,  National  FFA  Vice  President,  Western  Region 

Simple  things  mean  a  lot  to  me.  And  when  I  say  "simple,"  I  don't  mean  worth- 
less, meaningless  items.  I  don't  mean  a  substandard  place  or  a  naive,  thoughtless 
person.  But  rather,  a  simple  thing,  like  a  smile,  a  word  of  encouragement,  going 
out  of  the  way  to  do  the  little  things  that  mean  so 
much  to  us.  You  see,  it's  those  simple  things,  those 
little  things  you  have  done,  that  have  made  this  year 
so  special  for  me. 

Oh,  I  know  we  all  dream  of  being  someone  great 
and  important,  and  doing  the  unusual.  Let's  not  for- 
get, however,  that  on  the  way  to  the  important  and 
the  unusual,  it's  the  simple  things  that  count.  To 
achieve  your  goals  will  require  a  commitment  on 
your  part  to  complete,  with  perfection,  the  simple 
things  set  before  you  in  everyday  life.  For  it  is  those 
simple  things  that  are  the  stepping  stones  to  your 
dreams. 

Look  at  a  rose.  We  see  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
and  sought-after  flowers.  Look  a  bit  closer,  and 
notice  the  velvet  petals,  thesharp,  prickly  thorns  and 
the  strong  stem.  How  wonderfully  it  all  fits  together 
to  form  such  intricate  beauty.  Yet,  if  we  look  beyond 
the  outer  covering,  the  part  of  the  flower  we  notice, 
and  look  to  the  chlorophyll  and  process  beneath,  we 
realize  that  water,  sunlight  and  air  cause  the  chloro- 
phyll to  work.  We  have  the  process  called  photo- 
synthesis, better  known   as  life. 

Three  very  simple,  taken-for-granted  elements  —  water,  sunlight  and  air  — 
vital,  necessary,  and  life-giving  to  the  finished  product  of  this  rose.  The  process  of 
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photosynthesis  and  lite  goes  on  daily,  unnoticed  by  eyes.  Yet,  how  could  we  live 
without  water,  sunlight  and  air? 

It's  called  teamwork.  All  the  elements  working  together,  in  harmony,  to  produce 
the  end  product.  Just  as  water,  sunlight,  and  air  are  the  lite-giving  elements  for 
this  rose,  you  are  the  life-giving  force  of  the  FFA.  You  make  the  FFA  work.  I  have 
seen  life-giving  activities  happen  for  the  FFA:  record  keeping  on  that  project; 
preparing  the  meeting  room  for  the  monthly  chapter  meeting;  practicing  that 
Creed  in  front  of  the  mirror  at  home;  writing  articles  for  the  local  paper;  and,  FFA 
members,  the  simple  things  you  know  need  to  be  done  in  your  own  chapter,  day  in 
and  day  out.  It's  these  simple  things  that  have  made  the  FFA  what  it  is.  and  has 
been  for  50  years. 

The  simple  things  you  do  not  only  help  the  people  around  you,  but  open  the 
doors  for  the  next  steps  to  your  bigger  responsibilities.  Just  a  year  ago  a  young 
man  from  the  Gilbert  FFA  Chapter  in  Arizona,  brightened  a  day  for  me  by  sharing 
his  guitar  and  song.  A  small  thing,  you  say,  but  Glenn  Morrison  has  brightened  the 
lives  of  many  members  in  the  Arizona  Association.  He  has  offered  the  simple  gift  of 
music  and  laughter,  and  today  serves  as  their  State  FFA  President.  Even  though  the 
things  you  do  seem  small,  insignificant  and  simple,  keep  in  mind  that  they  are 
your  stepping  stones.  There  is  no  activity,  no  contribution  too  small  for  your  FFA 

Simple  things  never  compromise.  You  have  dreams,  goals,  plans  for  your 
career  in  the  FFA,  and  for  your  life.  The  simple  things  you  do  for  others,  and  for 
yourself,  will  never  make  you  compromise  an  exciting  future,  but  rather,  will 
prepare  the  way,  just  as  preparing  a  solid  foundation  prepares  the  way  for  a 
permanent  structure.  I  would  venturetosay  that  if  you  stopacharter  FFA  member 
and  ask,  you  will  find  that  the  same  simple  things  went  on  50  years  ago,  as  do 
today.  FFA  members  are  still  preparing  a  solid  foundation,  through  improvement 
of  agriculture;  community  service  and  pride;  communication  through  public 
speaking  and  working  together  as  a  team;  and  nourishing  a  deep  and  abiding 
respect  and  hope  in  the  future  of  agriculture  and  the  future  of  the  United  States  of 
America.  It's  these  simple,  uncompromising  purposes  that  have  brought  the 
Future  Farmers  of  America  through  a  Depression,  World  War  II,  conflicts  in  Korea 
and  Viet  Nam,  a  questioning  of  values,  and  everything  else  that's  taken  place  in 
the  past  50  years.  I  am  confident  that  you  members,  the  lifeblood  of  the  FFA.  will 
never  compromise. 

Simple  things  of  the  earth  don't  die.  The  living  organism  and  the  vitality  of  agri- 
culture is  nothing  more  than  the  simple  act  of  planting  and  caring  for  a  seed. 
Vocational  agriculture  and  the  FFA  has  a  simple  purpose  —  to  meet  the  needs  of 
students  preparing  for  careers  and  leadership  in  all  phases  of  the  industry  of  the 
earth.  FFA  members,  a  decisive  move  on  your  part  for  greater  involvement  and 
participation  in  the  simple  activities  available  to  you,  will  determine  our  future  as 
Agriculture's  New  Generation.  In  this  industry  that  shall  never  die,  you  are  the 
future. 

It's  exciting  to  imagine  what  lies  ahead  for  each  of  us.  It  all  begins  with  the 
simple  things  you  choose  to  become  a  part  of  the  simple  things  you  give  away  in 
daily  life.  And  that  begins  now,  and  your  team  is  right  here.  You,  an  uncompro- 
mising foundation,  shall  build  for  the  50  years  to  come,  a  solid  base  for  the 
simplest  industry,  that  tillage  of  the  soil,  that  simple  industry  of  the  earth. 

Because  you  are  special  to  me,  I  share  these  simple  thoughts  with  you.  I  pray 
that  Jesus,  the  simplest  Man  who  walked  on  the  earth,  would  hold  you  in  the  palm 
of  His  nail-pierced  hand,  and  draw  you  to  stand  by  His  pierced  side,  and  keepyou 
in  simplicity,  until  we  meet  again. 

God  bless  you  all,  and  thank  you  so  much  for  the  simple  things. 
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Agricultural  Career  Show 


The  Agricultural  Career  Show  was  established  as  a  part  of  the  National  FFA 
Convention  in  1966,  adding  a  new  dimension  to  the  week-long  activities.  Profes- 
sional societies,  trade  associations  and  educational  institutions  provide  career 
materials  and  counseling  in  all  areas  of  agribusiness.  During  its  twelve  year 
existence,  thousands  of  FFA  members  and  advisors  have  been  able  to  assemble 
the  latest  information  available  on  career  opportunities  in  the  broad  field  of  agri- 
business and  renewable  natural  resources:  In  addition,  high  school  counselors 
and  school  administrators  become  more  familiar  with  the  industry  of  agriculture 
through  personal  contact  with  the  professionals  manning  the  attractive  career 
show  exhibits. 

This  year's  Agricultural  Career  Show  was  bigger  than  ever  and  the  addition  of 
the  Hall  of  States  to  the  exhibit  area  made  it  better  than  ever. 

A  list  of  the  Agricultural  Career  Show  exhibitors,  with  their  addresses,  is  main- 
tained at  the  National  FFA  Center,  and  made  available  to  vocational  agriculture 
teachers.  These  exhibitors  make  career  materials  available  throughout  the  year. 


EXHIBITORS 


ACTION/Peace  Corps 
Ag  Communicators: 
American  Association  of  Agricultural 

College  Editors 
American  Agricultural  Editors'  Association 
National  Agri-Marketing  Association 
National  Association  of  Farm  Broadcasters 
American  Association  of  Nurserymen,  Inc. 
American  Farm  Bureau  Federation 
American  Fisheries  Society 
American  Institute  of  Biological  Sciences 
American  Morgan  Horse  Association,  Inc.,  The 
American  Phytopathological  Society 
American  Sheep  Producers  Council,  Inc. 
American  Society  of  Agricultural  Engineers 
American  Society  of  Agronomy 
Crop  Science  Society  of  America 
Soil  Science  Society  of  America 
American  Society  for  Horticultural  Science 
American  Veterinary  Medical  Association 
Associated  Milk  Producers,  Inc. 
Census  of  Agriculture 
Central  Missouri  State  University 
Consumer  Product  Safety  Commission 
Cooperative  Extension  Service 
Division  of  Student  Fianancial  Aid,  USOE 
Employment  and  Training  Administration,  U.S. 

Department  of  Labor 
Entomological  Society  of  America 
Environmental  Protection  Agency 
Farm  and  Industrial  Equipment  Institute 
Farmers  Home  Administration,  USDA 
Food  and  Drug  Administration 


Food  and  Energy  Council,  Inc. 

Jackson  (Minnesota)  Area  Vocational- 
Technical  Institute 

Mid-America  Nazarene  College 

National  Association  of  Animal  Breeders 

National  Grain  and  Feed  Association 

National  Society  of  Livestock  Records 
Associations 

National  Vocational  Agricultural  Teachers 
Association 

National  Weather  Service 

North  Central  Kansas  Area  Vocational- 
Technical  School 

Occupational  Safety  and  Health  Administration, 
U.S.  Department  of  Labor 

Park  College 

Piatt  College 

Production  Credit  Associations  of  the  U.S. 

Professional  Ground's  Management  Society 

Rockhurst  College 

Self-Help 

Society  of  American  Florists 

Society  of  American  Foresters 

Tarkio  College 

U.S.  Air  Force  Educational  Affairs 

U.S.  Army 

U.S.  Marine  Corps 

U.S.  Navy 

U.S.  Beef  Breeds  Council 

U.S.  Department  of  Energy 

Wildlife  Society,  The 

Youth  for  Understanding 
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Committee  Reports 


NOMINATING 

We,  the  Nominating  Committee,  do  hereby  submit  the  following  candidates  for 
National  FFA  Office  for  the  year  1 977-78.  After  having  given  careful  and  deliberate 
consideration  to  all  applicants,  we  offer  the  following  slate  of  candidates  for  the 
delegates'  consideration: 

President    J.  Ken  Johnson,  Nacogdoches,  Texas 

Secretary   Howard  C.  Morrison,  Gilbert.  Arizona 

Vice  President,  Central  Region  Peg  Armstrong,  Newhall,  Iowa 

Vice  President,  Eastern  Region    Robin  C.  Hovis,  Helena.  Ohio 

Vice  President,  Southern  Region   ChristopherC.  Hardee,  Chiefland.  Florida 

Vice  President,  Western  Region   Dee  Sokolosky,  Owasso,  Oklahoma 

National  Treasurer Julian  M.  Campbell,  Richmond,  Virginia 

National  Executive  Secretary    C.  Coleman  Harris,  Washington.  D.C. 

National  Advisor H.  N.  Hunsicker,  Washington.  D.C. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Jeff  Kirby,  Arkansas  (Chairman)  Steve  Washington,  Kentucky 


Jamie  F.  Magee,  Louisiana  Craig  Dybedahl,  South  Dakota 

Jeff  Moore,  Maryland  Jim  Mize,  Mississippi 

Benny  Wooton,  New  Mexico  Shawn  Skiles,  Oregon 
Doug  Rinker,  Virginia    — ■ 


AUDITING  COMMITTEE 

We,  the  members  of  the  1977  Auditing  Committee,  after  careful  examination 
and  investigation  of  the  financial  status  of  the  FFA  Organization,  from  the  material 
presented  by  the  National  FFA  Office,  forthefiscalyear  July  1. 1976through  June 
30,  1977,  hereby  make  the  following  recommendations: 

1.  That  the  audit  report  of  Stoy.  Malone  and  Company  be  accepted  as  true  and  accurate. 

2.  That  the  national  organization  commends  Mr.  Julian  Campbell.  National  FFATreasurer:  Mr.  Edward 
Hawkins,  FFA  Administrative  Director  and  the  staff  for  their  continuing  efforts,  interests  and  dedi- 
cated service  for  the  betterment  of  the  National  FFA. 

Respectfrully  submitted, 
Jim  Newsome,  Florida  (Chairman)         Terry  Nelson,  Kansas 
Mark  Hilkemann,  Nebraska  Bryce  Reece.  Wyoming 

Dusty  Thrash,  Texas 


GOLDEN  ANNIVERSARY 

We,  the  members  of  the  Golden  Anniversary  Committee,  submit  the  following 
recommendation  as  activities  for  each  state  association  that  can  be  adapted  for 
their  50th  Golden  Anniversary: 

1.  All  state  associations  and  chapters  are  encouraged  to  purchase  the  50th  Year  History  book,  and  each 
state  association  publish  their  own  book  concerning  their  charter  and  history. 


34  FIFTIETH   NATIONAL  CONVENTION 


2.  We  encourage  that  FFA  chapters  and  state  associations  use  the  history  film,  "Learning  And  The 
Land"  for  conventions  and  other  important  FFA  functions. 

3.  We  encourage  that  each  state  association  have  on  hand  official  commemorative  materials  on  the 
Golden  Anniversary  celebrations  at  the  chapter  and  state  levels. 

4.  FFA  chapters  and  state  associations  are  encouraged  to  use  FFA  at  50  Flags  and  ceremonies  to 
recognize  the  50  years  of  FFA  service  to  agricultural  youth.  We  suggest  these  presentations  be  made 
at  FFA  banquets,  award  ceremonies,  foundation  banquets,  school  assemblies  and  other  appropri- 
ate community  activities. 

5.  FFA  Week  materials  for  1978  are  designed  to  recognize  the  50th  Anniversary.  These  materials  should 
be  used  at  chapter  and  state  levels  to  promote  a  better  understanding  of  our  organization's  traditions. 

6.  We  encourage  each  state  association  to  develop  media  materials  that  can  be  used  to  call  attention  to 
the  50th  Anniversary.  These  materials  should  include  television  spots,  radio  announcements, 
newspaper  articles  and  other  media  to  inform  the  public.  We  call  your  attention  to  the  television  and 
radio  spot  announcements  provided  by  the  National  FFA  Organization,  and  encourage  their  use  in 
your  state. 

7.  We  encourage  that  every  state  association  develop  an  exhibit  area,  similar  to  the  FFA  Hall  of  States, 
where  chapters  can  promote  their  own  history. 

8.  Each  state  association  give  proper  recognition  to  chapters  and  their  year  of  charter  at  state  con- 
vention, such  as: 

a.  Certificates  presented  at  state  conventions  by  state  officers. 

b.  Chapters  donate  materials  to  develop  state  archives  and  promote  national  archives. 

c.  Chapters  be  encouraged  to  bring  chapter  banners  to  be  displayed  at  the  state  convention. 

d.  Time  capsule  be  developed  containing  materials  from  as  many  chapters  as  possible,  to  be  opened 

at  the  100th  convention. 

9.  A  50-Year  Anniversary  Pageant  be  presented  by  the  state  officers  at  the  Golden  Anniversary  Con- 
vention, featuring  highlights  of  FFA  achievement. 

a.  Recognition  be  given  to  past  state  officers. 

b.  Slides  be  incorporated  featuring  state  and  national  achievements. 

c.  Past  honorary  members  be  given  special  recognition. 

d.  Foundation  sponsors  be  recognized  during  the  pageant  for  their  support  of  the  FFA. 

10.  Have  a  special  presentation  by  the  state  band  and  chorus  commemorating  the  50th  Convention. 

1 1 .  We  encourage  each  state  association  to  use  the  national  theme  "FFA  at  50  —  A  Golden  Past  —  A 
Brighter  Future"  when  celebrating  their  50th  convention. 

12.  The  delegate  body  of  the  50th  Convention  request  the  U.S.  Postal  Service  to  issue  a  stamp  com- 
memorating the  FFA's  50th  Anniversary,  and  all  members  attending  the  convention  be  encouraged 
to  sign  petitions  and  write  letters  demonstrating  their  strong  support. 

It  is  our  sin  cere  desire  that  each  state  association  review  and  consider  our  recommendation  as  set  forth 
for  their  Golden  Anniversary. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  Kermicle,  Illinois  (Chairman)  Rich  Ramsden,  New  York 

Matt  Rossman,  Oregon  Jim  Church,  Idaho 

Cleve  Clark,  Texas 


NATIONAL  INCENTIVE  AWARDS 

The  members  of  the  National  Incentive  Awards  Committee  propose  the  fol- 
lowing recommendations: 

1.  Existing  resource  materials  concerning  the  Incentive  Awards  Program  be  utilized  to  their  fullest 
extent. 

2.  Develop  an  index  to  correlate  existing  materials  and  make  access  to  and  use  of  these  materials  easfer. 
(Excellent  resource  material  is  already  available  in  several  forms.  This  recommendation  is  intended 
to  create  a  cross  index  that  would  tie  all  these  materials  together.) 

3.  Revise  and  evaluate  the  existing  materials  for  their  merit,  currentness  and  appeal  to  the  FFA  mem- 
bers. 

4.  Special  emphasis  be  given  to  Greenhand  orientation  to  the  Incentive  Awards  Program. 

5.  Ways  of  implementing  these  recommendations  would  be  through: 
a.  Regional  and  sub-regional  officer  conferences 

b      Emphasis  78 

c.  Teacher  organizations 

d.  Alumni 
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6.  Special  attention  be  given  through  "Emphasis  '78"  to  the  Incentive  Awards  Program 
We  commend  the  National  FFA  Organization  and  PCA's  for  a  job  well  done  on  the  Student  Handbook. 
and  give  a  special  thanks  to  the  National  FFA  Foundation  sponsors  who  make  the  Incentive  /■ . 
possible  through  their  support. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Gary  Souza,  California  (Chairman)  Jim  Hardy,  Illinois 

Mark  H.  Sanborn,  Ohio  Mike  Beatty,  Pennsylvania 

David  Bronson,  New  Hampshire  Glenn  Tyson,  Arizona 

Jerry  Cobb,  Arkansas  Perry  Devlin,  Colorado 


NATIONAL  CHAPTER  AWARDS 

The  1977  National  Chapter  Awards  Committee  respectfully  submits  their  report 
in  hopes  of  increasing  the  percentage  of  chapters  participating  in  the  National 
Chapter  Awards  Program.  We  would  like  to  extend  special  appreciation  to  Lilly 
Endowment,  Inc.,  Dow  Chemical  USA,  Farm  and  Industrial  Equipment  Institute 
and  the  National  FFA  Foundation  fortheir  continued  outstanding  sponsorship  of 
the  FFA  Awards  Program. 

We  would  also  like  to  show  our  appreciation  to  Mr.  Robert  Seefeldt  and  Mr. 
Delmer  Dalton  for  their  assistance  in  our  committee  work.  We  submit  the  fol- 
lowing recommendations: 

PUBLICITY 

1.  Continue  the  use  of  a  complete  news  media  packet  containing  sample  news  releases  and  other  media 
materials  for  all  phases  of  development  of  National  Chapter  Awards  Programs. 

2.  Encourage  states  to  send  informational  newsletters  to  all  chapters  for  the  purpose  of  stimulating 
interest  in  the  National  Chapter  Awards  Programs. 

3.  Encourage  state  officers  to  promote  chapter  participation  in  the  National  Chapter  Awards  Programs 
during  the  state  officer  visits. 

4.  Encourage  the  use  of  audio  visual  aids  and  reference  materials  available  to  FFA  chapters. 

5.  Continue  use  and  distribution  of  the  FFA  Activity  Handbook,  Student  Handbook.  Chapter  Guide  to 
FFA  Activities  and  other  reference  materials  to  state  associations  and  local  chapters. 

6.  Encourage  sponsor  recognition  on  all  levels  of  participation  in  the  National  Chapter  Awards  Pro- 
grams through  certificates  of  appreciation,  thank-you  notes,  newspaper  articles,  etc. 

7.  Inform  advisors  and  chapter  officers  of  the  program  and  materials  available  to  them  through  state- 
wide advisor  conferences  and  chapter  officer  leadership  workshops. 

AWARD  APPLICATION 

1.  Continue  thorough  revision  of  all  applications  as  necessary. 

2.  Encourage  district  or  federation  officers  to  promote  the  submission  of  award  applications  and  in- 
crease the  participation  of  FFA  chapters. 

3.  Encourage  state  recognition  of  outstanding  chapters  that  have  rated  superior  in  the  three  areas  of  the 
National  Chapter  Awards  Programs. 

4.  Require  a  minimum  of  six  pictures,  but  not  more  than  twelve  for  the  National  Chapter  Awards  appli- 
cations. 


NATIONAL  CHAPTER  SAFETY 

1.  This  committee  recommends  the  approval  of  the  revised  application  with  these  suggestions: 
a.  Provide  more  space  on  applications  for  Item  9,  Parts.  A,  B,  C,  D. 

2.  Encourage  the  use  of  the  National  Chapter  Safety  Award  Handbook  for  planning  chapter  programs. 


BOAC 

1.   Encourage  the  continued  use  of  the  BOAC  National  FFA  Chapter  Community  Development  Hand- 
book and  the  Community  Development  FFA  Style  Handbook. 
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We,  the  1977  National  Chapter  Awards  Committee,  challenge  all  FFA  members  and  chapters  to  achieve 
more  participation  in  the  National  Chapter  Awards  Programs. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Glen  Morrison,  Arizona  (Chairman)  Kevin  Walker,  Georgia 

Rick  Howell,  Washington  Doug  Warrington,  Delaware 

Scott  A.  Foster,  Michigan  Dan  Davies,  Utah 

Joel  E.  White,  Tennessee  Keith  Coble,  Missouri 


NATIONAL  FFA  CONTESTS 

We,  the  1977  National  Contests  Committee,  wish  to  extend  our  sincere  appreci- 
ation to  Ted  Amick,  John  Lacey,  Leon  Wagley,  LesThompson,  Peter  Johnson  and 
all  contest  superintendents  for  their  outstanding  efforts  in  conducting  the  1977 
National  Contests.  In  addition,  wewould  liketo  thank  Larry  Judy  and  Everett  Stoll 
of  the  American  Hereford  Association  for  computer  processing  the  contests,  and 
the  American  Royal  Livestock  and  Horse  Show  for  supplying  dairy  cattle.  Ap- 
preciation and  special  thanks  are  extended  to  the  sponsors  of  the  national  con- 
tests: 

John  Deere;  Mid-America  Dairymen,  Inc.;  The  Vitality  Seed  Co.;  American 
Association  of  Nurserymen,  Inc.;  Wholesale  Nursery  Growers  of  America, 
Inc.,  Gulf  Crop  Protection  Products,  Gulf  Oil  Chemicals  Co.;  The  Firestone 
Tire  and  Rubber  Company;  Ralston  Purina  Company;  Associated  Milk  Pro- 
ducers, Inc.;  Oscar  Mayer  &  Co.;  Jones  Dairy  Farm;  Wilson  Foods  Corp.; 
Geo.  A.  Hormel  &  Co.;  Victor  F.  Weaver,  Inc.  and  the  National  FFA  Founda- 
tion, Inc. 

We  submit  the  following  recommendations: 

NEW  CONTESTS 

1.  That  consideration  be  given  to  holding  a  National  Horse  Judging  Contest  with  divisions  such  as 
Arabian,  Morgan,  Quarter  Horse  and  Thoroughbreds  (separate  from  the  National  Livestock  Con- 
test.) 

2.  That  consideration  be  given  to  holding  a  National  Forestry  Contest. 

3.  That  consideration  be  given  to  holding  a  National  FFA  Creed  Speaking  Contest  (limited  to  freshmen) 
with  a  question  and  answer  period  following  presentation  of  the  Creed. 

4.  That  consideration  be  given  to  having  a  runoff  in  the  National  Showmanship  Contests  of  those  win- 
ning the  gold  category,  thus  naming  a  national  winning  showman  in  livestock  and  dairy. 

SUGGESTIONS  FOR  IMPROVEMENT 

1.  That  pictures  be  taken  of  all  members  in  the  National  Showmanship  Contest. 

2.  That  all  national  contestants  not  receiving  medals  receive  a  certificate  of  recognition  for  being  a 
national  contestant. 

3.  That  every  national  contest  team  remain  for  the  awards  presentation. 

4.  That  any  national  contest  which  has  less  than  25  states  participating  in  two  out  of  three  years  would 
be  presented  to  the  National  Board  of  Directors  for  possible  elimination. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Gregg  Davidson,  North  Dakota  (Chairman)  Darwin  Pluhar,  Montana 

Ricky  Andreas,  Louisiana  Mike  Simpson,  California 

Kenny  Carlisle,  Delaware  Dominic  Cicalese,  New  Jersey 

Tom  Pyle,  Vermont 


"EMPHASIS  78" 

We,  the  members  of  the  "EMPHASIS  78"  Committee,  knowing  the  extreme 
importance  of  this  program,  submit  the  following: 
"EMPHASIS  78"  be  a  series  of  over  30  workshops  to  be  conducted  nationwide 
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by  the  National  FFA  Organization.  The  workshops  are  to  be  designed  to  tram 
"EMPHASIS  78"  State  Teams,  who  will  be  responsible  for  carrying  out  similar 
workshops  for  all  vocational  agriculture  instructors,  chapter,  district,  federation 
section  and/or  area  officers.  The  State  "EMPHASIS  78"  Team  will  be  responsible 
for  informing  university  and  college  agricultural  education  majors  about  the  FFA 
programs,  activities  and  services  discussed  at  the  workshops. 

The  objectives  of  "EMPHASIS  78"  are: 

1.  To  increase  FFA  member  participation  in  FFA  degrees,  awards,  contests,  leadership  and  other 
chapter,  state  and  national  FFA  activities  and  programs 

2.  To  increase  the  awareness,  understanding  and  use  of  FFA  programs  and  activities  by  vocational 
agriculture  instructors. 

3.  To  inform  university  agricultural  education  majors  about  the  FFA,  its  programs  and  its  services. 

"EMPHASIS  78"  will  be  conducted  in  April  1978,  with  follow-up  meetings  in  each  state  during  the 
summer  and  fall  of  1978.  Locations  of  the  30  workshops  will  be  designated  before  December  1,  1977. 

Major  areas  of  emphasis  in  "EMPHASIS  78"  are: 

1.  The  new  Student  Handbook. 

2.  FFA  Special  Credit  Program  for  university  agricultural  education  majors. 

3.  Instructional  core  curriculum  for  teacher  education. 

4.  A  new  film  explaining  the  concept  and  structure  of  the  FFA  as  an  intra-curncular  part  of  the  vocation- 
al agriculture  program  to  be  shown  to  prospective  vocational  agriculture  students,  civic  clubs  and 
other  interested  individuals. 

5.  An  audio  tape  dealing  with  the  Proficiency  Awards  Programs  for  use  in  discussion  groups. 

6.  A  revised  Supervised  occupational  Experience  Program  Record  Book  which  is  currently  being  de- 
veloped. 

We  submit  the  following  recommendations  on  the  procedures  for  implement- 
ing "EMPHASIS  78": 

1.  State  FFA  officers,  state  and  regional  FFA  staff,  teacher  educators  in  agricultural  education,  state 
executive  committees  or  their  equivalent  and  Alumni  Council  members  should  attend  the  workshops 
in  their  respective  states. 

2.  Each  "EMPHASIS  78"  State  Team  develop  a  plan  of  operation  for  use  in  conducting  workshops 
within  the  state  while  attending  the  national  workshops.  The  statewide  workshops  be  conducted  in  a 
manner  similar  to  the  national  workshops  with  additional  attention  to  special  projects  particular  to 
the  state. 

3.  The  state  teams,  in  conjunction  with  the  teacher  educators,  should  hold  workshops  for  the  agri- 
cultural education  students  in  college  to  acquaint  the  students  with  "EMPHASIS  78". 

The  intent  of  "EMPHASIS  78"  is  to  ultimately  inform  every  vocational  agriculture  teacher  and  member 
of  the  structure  of  FFA  by  having  each  individual  possess  and  familiarize  themselves  with  the  newly 
developed  Student  Handbook. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Wes  Untied,  Ohio  (Chairman)  Kenneth  Reeves,  Virginia 

Stanton  Gartin,  Colorado  Diane  Smith,  Minnesota 

Jim  Moore,  Tennessee  Mark  McKendrick,  Utah 

Tim  Krumm,  Iowa  Stacy  Kottman,  Missouri 


NATIONAL  FFA  ALUMNI 

The  1977  National  Alumni  Committee  recognizes  the  National  Alumni  Associ- 
ation for  its  success  in  supporting  the  National  FFA  Organization,  and  in  doing  so 
submit  the  following  recommendations: 

1.  That  all  state  FFA  associations  set  a  goal  to  increase  the  number  of  FFA  Alumni  affiliates  of  their  local 
FFA  chapters. 

2.  That  local  Alumni  affiliates  work  in  cooperation  with  the  state  and  national  Alumni. 
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3.  That  chapters  developing  their  program  of  activities  be  encouraged  to  involve  their  Alumni  affiliate. 

4.  That  school  administrators  be  invited  to  become  actively  involved  as  members  of  local  affiliates. 

5.  That  an  Alumni  article  be  a  part  of  state  association  newsletters. 

6.  That  state  and  local  affiliates  adopt  the  same  fiscal  membership  year  as  the  National  Alumni  Associ- 
ation, which  is  January  1  through  December  31. 

7.  That  heavy  emphasis  be  placed  on  Alumni  membership  drives  during  the  fall  to  coincide  with  the 
fiscal  Alumni  Membership  year. 

8.  That  State  FF A  Associations  provide  space  for  use  by  FFA  Alumni  groups  for  information  and  promo- 
tion of  the  Alumni  at  state  conventions  and  other  related  FFA  activities. 

9.  That  each  State  FFA  Association  appoint  a  standing  Alumni  Committee  that  shall  report  at  their 
annual  FFA  convention. 

10.  That  all  State  FFA  Officers  be  familiar  with  Alumni  structure  at  the  state  and  national  level  and  the 
individuals  holding  office  in  that  structure. 

11.  That  all  State  FFA  Officers  be  encouraged  to  become  Alumni  members. 

12.  That  each  state  officer  earn  the  Legion  of  Merit  Citation. 

13.  That  State  FFA  Alumni  Associations  and  local  affiliates  initiate  incentive  awards  programs  and/or 
scholarship  programs. 

14.  That  states  with  a  State  Alumni  Association  be  encouraged  to  revitalize  those  existing  programs,  or  if 
none  exist,  to  develop  an  Alumni  program. 

15.  That  instructional  Alumni  material  be  provided  through  the  National  FFA  Supply  Service. 

16.  Each  State  make  available  on  a  free- loan  basis  to  local  chapters,  audiovisual  materials  on  the  Alumni. 

17.  That  a  sponsor  be  solicited  to  develop  a  16mm  film  on  Alumni  promotion  and  the  operation  of  the 
Alumni  organization  and  provide  it  on  a  free-loan  basis. 

18.  That  the  National  FFA  Alumni  Association  make  available  information  concerning  National  Alumni 
activities  to  State  FFA  Officers. 

19.  That  The  National  FUTURE  FARMER  magazine  be  commended  for  the  publication  of  articles  on  the 
National  Alumni,  and  encourage  the  continued  support  of  these  articles. 

20.  That  the  state  vocational  agricultural  staff  recognize  and  actively  support  the  FFA  Alumni  at  the  state 
and  local  levels. 

21.  That  the  National  Alumni  be  commended  for  having  the  National  Leadership  Workshops  at  the 
National  FFA  Convention  and  encourage  their  continuation  and  expansion. 

22.  That  Alumni  and  its  programs  be  emphasized  by  the  National  FFA  Officers  at  regional  workshops. 

23.  That  Life  Members  of  the  National  Alumni  Association  be  commended  and  encourage  others  to 
participate  in  the  Life  Membership  program. 

24.  We  commend  the  National  Alumni  Council  for  their  recognition  of  Life  Member  affiliates  and 
encourage  local  affiliates  to  become  Life  Affiliates. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  Arneson,  Wisconsin  (Chairman)  John  Walker,  Arkansas 

Glenn  Smith,  Georgia  Ronald  Ellis,  Missouri 

Glen  Menze,  Minnesota  Tim  Eiting,  Ohio 

Leslie  Sutherland,  Hawaii  Rex  Wilson,  New  Mexico 


NATIONAL  FFA  SUPPLY  SERVICE 

We,  the  National  FFA  Supply  Service  Committee,  offer  the  following  recom- 
mendations: 

1.  The  official  dress  for  female  members  be  revised  to  read  as  follows: 

"The  jacket  zipped  to  the  top,  black  skirt  or  slacks,  white  blouse,  FFA  scarf  and  black  shoes." 

2.  The  official  dress  for  male  members  remain  as  stated  in  the  1977  Official  FFA  Manual. 

3.  The  voting  delegation  of  the  1977  national  convention  not  support  the  official  dress  revisions  pro- 
posed by  the  Missouri  Association. 

4.  Investigate  the  possibility  of  offering  the  blue  and  gold  striped  FFA  tie  for  sale. 

5.  For  the  50th  year  only,  the  50th  Anniversary  tie  be  recognized  as  an  official  FFA  tie  as  well  as  the  tradi- 
tional solid  blue  tie. 

6.  Black  pants  and  slacks  be  made  available  for  purchase  through  the  FFA  Supply  Service. 

7.  An  alternative  higher  quality  official  dark  blue  tie  be  offered. 

8.  BO  AC,  Safety  and  Chapter  award  applications  be  offered  along  with  Proficiency  Award  applications. 
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9.  The  Organization  Pamphlet  be  revised  to  have  a  more  attractive  appearance. 

10.  A  more  permanent  method  be  employed  in  attaching  the  official  emblem  and/or  name  plates  to 
plagues  and  trophies. 

11.  The  medallion  plague  be  offered  in  a  larger  size. 

12.  Glass  mugs  imprinted  with  the  FFA  medallion  design  and/or  custom  printing  in  22K  gold  design  be 
offered. 

The  committee  takes  this  opportunity  to  commend  the  Supply  Service  for  its  efficiency,  high  standards 
of  guality  and  special  efforts  for  the  FFA's  Golden  Anniversary. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

R.  David  O'Shields,  Alabama  (Chairman)  Becky  Leake,  Texas 

Carol  Wright,  New  York  Ben  Weiss,  Indiana 

Dana  Miller,  Rhode  Island  Kathy  Vrable,  Michigan 

Karen  Barker,  Alaska  Jeff  Armstrong,  Kentucky 


NATIONAL  FFA  WEEK 

We,  the  members  of  the  National  FFA  Week  Committee,  encourage  and  submit 
the  following  recommendations  for  increased  participation  and  utilization  of 
materials  available  to  help  improve  public  relations  during  National  FFA  Week: 

1.  State  officers  and  staff  should  stimulate  National  FFA  Week  participation  through  the  use  of  state 
newsletters,  camps,  ag  teachers'  conferences,  state  convention  committees,  chapter  visits,  and 
public  recognition  of  chapters  and  developing  competition  among  participating  chapters 

2.  Encourage  state  associations  to  promote  across-the-state  activities  throughout  National  FFA  Week. 

3.  Develop  an  idea  packet  for  chapters,  and  encourage  chapters  to  develop  original  ideas 

4.  Have  chapters  publicize  their  National  FFA  Week  activities.  (Examples:  local  newspapers,  state 
newletters,  national  FFA  publications,  television,  radio,  etc.) 

5.  Encourage  chapters  to  utilize  the  wide  variety  of  materials  available  from  the  Supply  Service  to 
involve  more  members  and  chapters  in  National  FFA  Week. 

6.  Publish  an  idea  booklet  for  state  associations,  giving  them  ideas  for  statewide  projects 
The  committee  would  like  to  thank  Mr.  Jack  Pitzer  for  his  assistance  with  committee  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Carl  Harder,  Washington  (Chairman)  Reid  Hodge,  Tennessee 

Michael  Groce,  North  Carolina  Brantley  Ricks,  Georgia 

Cliff  Gooding,  Oklahoma  Gary  Graybill,  Maryland 

Jay  Hamilton,  Vermont 


NATIONAL  LEADERSHIP  CONFERENCES 

We,  the  members  of  the  National  Leadership  Conferences  Committee,  have 
reviewed  and  evaluated  all  aspects  of  the  Washington  Conference  Program  and 
Conference  Staff  recommendations  for  the  summer  of  1978,  and  make  the  fol- 
lowing proposals: 

Chapter  Conference  Program 

1.  The  conference  be  restricted  to  only  active  FFA  high  school  students  who  will  be  enrolled  in  high 
school  for  the  year  following  the  conference. 

2.  A  western  area  conference  for  chapter  officers  be  held  on  a  three-day  trial  basis  during  the  summer  of 
1978. 

State  Presidents'  Conference 

1.  That  two  state  officers  and  one  state  staff  member  from  each  state  attend  the  conference. 

Chapter  and  State  Presidents'  Conference 

1.  That  a  fee  raise  for  the  Washington  Conference  be  put  in  effect  to  coverthe  cost  of  an  additional  staff 
member,  to  encourage  an  advisors'  conference  and  to  purchase  video  educational  eguipment. 

2.  That  a  female  be  employed  on  the  staff. 

3.  Provide  more  information  about  the  conference  to  the  state  staffs. 
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4.  Continue  emphasis  on  Congressional  visits  and  the  staff  work  with  Congressmen  to  coordinate  these 
visits. 

5.  Upon  the  Olde  Colony  Motor  Lodge  expansion  program,  the  staff  work  with  Olde  Colony  personnel 
to  secure  facilities  for  the  conference. 

To  follow  up  the  1977  National  Leadership  Conference,  we  recommend  the  following  resolutions  go  on 
record  by  the  50th  Annual  National  FFA  Convention: 

Be  it  resolved  that  the  National  FFA  Organization  sincerely  appreciates  the  efforts  and  cooperation  of 
the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  with  special  thanks  to  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Robert  S. 
Bergland,  for  taking  his  valuable  time  to  meet  with  the  participants  several  times  during  the  con- 
ferences. 

Be  it  resolved  that  the  National  FFA  Organization  sincerely  appreciates,  and  atthistime  would  liketo 
express  a  very  special  thanks  to  former  FFA  member  and  Life  FFA  Alumni  member,  President  Jimmy 
Carter,  for  taking  time  to  meet  with  the  state  officers.  Special  thanks  to  Midge  Constanza  and  the  rest 
of  the  White  House  staff  for  their  splendid  hospitality  in  the  Rose  Garden  and  on  tours  that  exhibited 
their  support  of  the  FFA. 

Be  it  resolved  that  the  National  FFA  Organization  commends  and  appreciates  the  work  of  the  Na- 
tional Conference  Staff  —  Ron  Wilson,  Mike  Jackson,  Bobby  Tucker,  Kathy  Kubicek,  Robb  Boyd 
and  especially  the  Director,  Scott  McKain  and  the  National  FFA  Officers  for  making  the  1977  Con- 
ference Program  a  complete  success.  Special  thanks  to  bus  drivers  and  tour  guides  —  Bill  Johnson, 
Virgil  Cline  and  Bob  Cantrell  —who  made  the  national  conference  so  warm,  personable,  informative 
and  fun.  This  committee  would  like  to  thank  everyone  involved  in  the  program  who  made  it  such  a 
success,  wish  the  conference  staff  the  best  in  their  careers  and  hope  they  will  return  for  more  con- 
ferences in  the  future. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Curtis  Stutzman,  Iowa  (Chairman)  Loren  Wieting,  South  Dakota 

Jay  Marshall,  North  Carolina  Paul  Mello,  Hawaii 

Frank  Robinson,  Texas  Frank  A.  Renick,  West  Virginia 

Donald  Smith,  Connecticut  Tom  Dobbins,  South  Carolina 


NATIONAL  PROGRAM  OF  ACTIVITIES 

We,  the  members  of  the  National  Program  of  Activities  Committee,  have  care- 
fully reviewed  and  inspected  the  Proposed  1978  National  Program  of  Activities, 
and  submit  the  following  recommendations  and  proposed  program  to  the 
Boards  of  National  FFA  Officers  and  Directors  for  consideration: 

1.  To  make  known  the  career  opportunities  in  the  field  of  agricultural  education. 

2.  To  encourage  state  associations  to  publicize  their  50th  state  convention. 

3.  An  International  Travel  Bank  be  established  to  provide  low  interest  loans  or  grants  for  students  to 
work  in  developing  countries. 

4.  To  establish  new  Proficiency  Awards  in  the  following  areas: 

a.  Farm  Mechanics 

b.  Agricultural  Business  Management 

c.  Agricultural  Supplies/Marketing 

d.  Agricultural  Services 

e.  Agribusiness 

f.  Food  Products 

To  establish  new  National  FFA  Contests  in  the  following  areas: 

a.  Floriculture 

b.  Landscaping 

c.  Extemporaneous  Speaking 

5.  Print  and  distribute  minutes  and  a  condensed  summary  of  actions  taken  by  the  National  Board  of 
Directors. 

6.  Prepare  and  distribute  minutes  of  Governing  Committee  meetings  and  a  condensed  summary  of  the 
actions  taken  by  the  National  FFA  Governing  Committee. 

7.  That  strong  consideration  be  given  to  revising  and  further  promoting  the  National  SOEP  Record 
System,  which  could  be  adopted  by  states. 

8.  Promote  the  availability  of  the  new  Student  Handbook. 

9.  Encourage  state  associations  to  recognize  throughout  the  yeartheir  National  Foundation  Sponsors. 
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As  we  look  into  the  future,  we  submit  the  following: 

1.  That  the  National  FFA  Organization  make  it  feasible  to  employ  coordinators  of  the  agricultural  edu- 
cation student  organization  activities. 

2.  That  a  national  plan  for  improved  communications  by  use  of  the  following  be  acted  upon: 

a.  A  national  meeting  of  state  leaders. 

b.  Special  emphasis  workshop  series  for  state  staffs. 

c.  State  visitation  and  follow-up  by  national  FFA  staff. 

3.  That  a  National  FFA  Assistantship  Program  be  established  to  provide  FFA  Public  Relations  and 
Information  to  university  agricultural  education  departments. 

4.  That  a  National  Research  and  Development  Fund  be  established  to  finance  national  FFA  research 
projects  primarily  through  university  agricultural  education  departments 

5.  To  employ  an  information  specialist  to  handle  radio  and  TV  work 

6.  That  concentrated  effort  be  directed  toward  developing  a  workable  national  competency-based 
achievement  award  and  recognition  program. 

7.  That  the  National  FFA  Chapter  Awards  and  Food  for  America  Programs  be  revised  and  made  more 
meaningful  to  students  and  teachers. 

8.  That  a  National  Agricultural  Career  Development  film  be  developed  as  a  vital  public  relations  tool. 

9.  That  the  National  FFA  Organization  create  an  Archives/Museum  as  an  addition  to  the  National  FFA 
Center. 

10.  That  The  National  FUTURE  FARMER  magazine  be  expanded  from  six  issues  to  12  issues  annually. 

11.  That  a  Program  of  Work  be  instituted  for  collegiate  chapters  and  that  collegiate  chapters  be  recog- 
nized for  their  efforts  on  the  state  and  national  levels. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Dee  James,  Kansas  (Chairman)  Jay  Dreibelbis,  Texas 

Paul  Canaday,  Nebraska  Mark  Schmitz,  North  Dakota 

Steve  Peirce,  Louisiana  Mark  Brayman,  Connecticut 


Randy  Ranck,  Pennsylvania 


NATIONAL  FUTURE  FARMER  MAGAZINE 

We,  The  National  FUTURE  FARMER  magazine  Committee,  commend  Mr.  Wil- 
son Carnes,  Editor,  the  editorial  staff,  advertising  staff  and  all  persons  connected 
with  the  production  of  the  magazine  for  publishing  an  informative  and  enjoyable 
publication.  After  careful  deliberation,  we  submit  the  following  recommenda- 
tions: 

1.  To  feature  more  articles  on  how  various  state  associations  operate. 

2.  To  sponsor  an  essay  contest  for  the  50th  FFA  Anniversary,  using  the  theme  "FFA  at  50  —  A  Golden 
Past  -  A  Brighter  Future,"  and  that  the  winning  essay  be  printed  in  the  magazine  and  read  at  the 
National  FFA  Convention. 

3.  Encourage  state  associations  to  send  complimentary  subscriptions  to  the  National  FUTURE  FARM- 
ER to  Senators,  Congressmen  and  State  officials 

4.  Encourage  chapters  to  obtain  bulk  orders  of  the  fall  issue  to  distribute  to  incoming  Greenhands  to 
overcome  the  lag  in  circulation  processing. 

5.  Encourage  state  and  chapter  input  to  the  National  FUTURE  FARMER  magazine. 

6.  Suggest  that  the  National  FUTURE  FARMER  magazine  staff  investigate  the  feasibility  of  publishing 
a  monthly  issue  without  compromising  the  quality  of  the  present  magazine. 

7.  Suggest  that  chapter  rosters  be  completed  as  soon  as  possible  and  sent  to  the  National  FUTURE 
FARMER  magazine,  containing  valid  and  correct  names  and  addresses  to  further  insure  better  cir- 
culation of  the  magazine. 

8.  Encourage  involvement  of  the  magazine  in  classroom  discussion. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Roberta  Schultz,  Wyoming  (Chairman)  Randall  Souhrada,  Alaska 

David  Booth,  Texas  Phillip  Williams,  Mississippi 

Dave  Erickson,  Illinois  John  L.  Baker,  Alabama 
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INTERNATIONAL 

We,  the  1977  International  Committee,  in  the  hopes  of  strengthening  the  FFA 
International  Program,  submit  the  following  recommendations  and  suggestions: 

1.  Encourage  states  to  publicize  FFA  international  activities  through: 

a.  State  newsletters 

b.  Radio,  television  and  newspapers 

2.  Recommend  that  WEA  participants  be  required  to  make  a  promotional  tour  of  the  area  they  are 
visiting. 

3.  Suggest  that  the  National  FUTURE  FARMER  magazine  serve  as  a  coordinator  between  chapters 
interested  in  an  Interstate  exchange  program. 

4.  Recommend  that  serious  consideration  be  given  to  the  possibility  of  establishing  a  good-will  concert 
tour  of  the  national  band  and/or  chorus  to  selected  foreign  countries. 

5.  Support  the  FFA's  cooperation  with  U.S.  and  international  organizations  that  provide  assistance  to 
youth  programs  in  developing  countries. 

6.  Promote  WEA  in  greater  depth  at: 

a.  Regional  state  officer  workshops 

b.  State  conventions 

c.  Regional  conferences  within  the  state 

7.  Encourage  a  greater  number  of  local  FFA  Alumni  Affiliates  to  sponsor  outbound  FFA  members  in  the 
WEA  program. 

8.  Encourage  the  continuation  of  the  WEA  Affiliates  of  the  FFA  Alumni. 

9.  Encourage  state  associations  and  local  chapters  to  make  use  of  the  WEA  slide  series,  which  is  now 
available  through  the  FFA  Supply  Service. 

10  Encourage  the  use  of  programs  presented  by  past  WEA  participants  at  regional  conferences  within 
the  states. 

11.  Encourage  increased  participation  of  chapters  hosting  incoming  foreign  students. 

12.  Show  appreciation  and  support  to  the  FFA  Foundation  in  finding  sponsors  forthe  FFA  International 
Program. 

13.  Recommend  that  the  1977  WEA  participants  be  listed  in  the  50th  National  Convention  Proceedings 
and  commend  them  for  their  participation. 

14.  Recommend  that  serious  consideration  be  given  to  the  establishment  of  an  international  exchange 
program. with  foreign  agricultural  schools  for  post-secondary  students  majoring  in  agriculture. 

15.  Encourage  further  support  and  assistance  be  given  by  the  FFA  to  the  Future  Farmer  organizations 
around  the  world. 

16.  Thank  Mr.  Gamage  and  his  staff  for  their  assistance. 

We  sincerely  hope  that  these  suggestions  will  aid  in  continuing  the  success  of  the  International  Pro- 
gram. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Rocky  Taylor,  Oklahoma  (Chairman)  Donald  Williams,  South  Carolina 

Anna  Pion,  Rhode  Island  Slate  Havens,  Wisconsin 

Nelson  Hetzell,  New  Jersey  David  Landolt,  Nevada 

Rick  Farlee,  Kentucky 


REGIONAL  STATE  OFFICER  LEADERSHIP  CONFERENCES 

We,  the  members  of  the  1977  Regional  State  Officers  Leadership  Conferences 
Committee,  recognize  the  significant  improvements  that  have  been  made  in  past 
years  in  these  conferences.  We  identify  the  objectives  of  these  conferences  to  be: 

1.  To  motivate  and  inspire  state  officers. 

2.  To  improve  communicative  ability. 

3.  To  assist  participants  in  evaluating  themselves  as  persons  and  officers. 

4.  To  meet  other  state  officers  and  exchange  ideas. 

5.  To  develop  feelings  of  national  and  organizational  patriotism. 

6.  To  develop,  emphasize  and  practice  social  graces. 

7.  To  encourage  more  "learning  by  doing." 
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In  pursuit  of  further  development  of  these  conferences,  we  offer  the  following 
recommendations: 

1.  Impromptu  and  extemporaneous  public  speaking  be  covered  in  workshops. 

2.  Conference  be  structured  for  maximum  interaction  (intermingled  state  association  room  assign- 
ments, etc.). 

3.  Encourage  the  use  of  eye  openers,  group  dynamics,  etc. 

4.  All  state  associations  be  encouraged  to  participate  in  regional  leadership  conferences  and  bring  ail 
state  officers. 

5.  The  number  of  state  associations  at  these  conferences  should  be  no  more  than  seven  and  no  less 
than  three. 

6.  Prepare  news  releases  for  newspaper,  radio  and  TV  to  be  filled  out  by  the  delegates  at  conference 
time  and  use  in  the  media  in  and  around  the  host  city  and  in  the  participants'  home  areas. 

7.  The  host  state  be  responsible  for  arranging  for  local  media  representatives  to  interview  various 
conference  participants. 

8.  More  time  should  be  spent  in  discussion  of  FFA  program  reports  and  less  in  presentation. 

9.  Special  emphasis  should  be  placed  on  the  "What  makes  a  good  state  officer"  session. 

10.  "EMPHASIS  78"  should  be  covered  during  the  conference. 

11.  All  state  executive  secretaries  should  receive,  prior  to  their  state  convention,  a  State  Officer  Hand- 
book and  Official  Manual  to  be  presented  to  newly  elected  officers.  At  the  same  time  they  should 
receive  an  order  blank  for  the  following  optional  materials: 

a.  FFA  Leadership  and  Personal  Development  series 

b.  Student  Handbook 

c.  Reporter's  Handbook  (for  chapter  officers) 

d.  Secretary's  and  Treasurer's  Books  (for  chapter  officers) 

12.  At  the  regional  leadership  conferences  all  state  officers  should  receive  an  Advisor's  Handbook.  FFA 
Activity  Handbook  and  a  Chapter  Guide  to  FFA  Activities. 

13.  Encourage  conference  participants  to  conduct  similar  conferences  in  their  home  states. 
We  encourage  the  continuation  of  these  recommendations. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Charlie  Connolly,  Idaho  (Chairman)  David  Cress,  North  Carolina 

Kevin  Drane,  Indiana  Sammy  Bartlett,  Virginia 

Jerry  Branscomb,  Nevada  David  Granger,  Alabama 

Mark  Haag,  California  Rusty  Brown,  New  Hampshire 


NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

We,  the  1977  National  FFA  Convention  Committee  have  reviewed  the  50th 
Annual  FFA  Convention  in  great  detail.  We  sincerely  feel  that  certain  groups  and 
individuals  should  be  commended  for  helping  to  make  our  Golden  Anniversary 
Convention  a  big  success.  Among  these  we  thank  areour  national  officers.  Board  of 
Directors  and  especially  the  over  20,000  FFA  members  attending  this  convention 
for  conducting  themselves  as  Future  Farmers  should. 

We  also  offer  our  sincere  appreciation  to: 

1.  The  National  Advisor,  Mr.  H.  N.  Hunsicker;  National  Executive  Secretary,  Mr.  Coleman  Harris:  National 
Board  of  Directors,  national  staff  and  secretaires:  state  staffs  and  local  advisors  for  their  continued 
assistance  to  the  FFA. 

2.  The  1976-77  National  Officers,  as  James,  Bruce,  Sam,  Julie,  Rick  and  Danny  provided  all  the  traits  of 
inspiration,  leadership  and  brotherhood  to  make  our  convention  a  success. 

3.  The  sponsors  of  the  FFA  Foundation  for  their  outstanding  and  continued  support. 

4.  The  Joint  Armed  Services  Color  Guard  from  Leavenworth,  Kansas. 

5.  All  members  of  the  National  FFA  Band  and  Chorus,  and  a  special  thanks  to  the  convention  organist. 
John  Schneider  of  the  Wisconsin  Association.  We  also  express  our  thanks  to  Mr.  Roger  Heath,  Mr. 
Marvin  Myers,  Mr.  Don  Erickson  and  their  loyal  assistants  for  their  services  to  the  musical  aspects  of 
the  convention. 

6.  Bobby  Tucker  for  opening  the  1977  National  FFA  Convention  with  a  fine  invocation. 

7.  Farm  Journal,  Inc.,  for  sponsoring  the  film  "FFA  at  50  —  A  Golden  Past." 

8.  Coach  W.  W.  "Woody"  Hayes  for  a  very  appropriate  address  andtheOhio  Farmers.  Inc.,  forproviding 

transportation  to  the  convention  for  Coach  Hayes. 
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9.  Honorable  Charles  B.  Wheeler,  Mayor  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri;  the  Kansas  City  Police  Department; 
the  Kansas  City  Advisory  Council;  the  Kansas  City  Chamber  of  Commerce;  the  management  and 
staff  of  the  Kansas  City  Municipal  Auditorium  and  the  residents  of  Kansas  City  for  their  fantastic 
hospitality  and  loyalty  to  the  FFA. 

10.  All  of  those  who  were  involved  with  designing  and  distributing  special  50th  Anniversary  items. 

11.  The  individuals  involved  in  organizing  the  tours  for  FFA  members. 

12.  Mr.  Grady  Nutt,  the  Prime  Minister  of  Humor,  for  his  humorous  and  inspiring  address. 

13.  The  FFA  Alumni  Association  for  conducting  the  Leadership  Workshops  and  for  their  continued  sup- 
port of  the  Future  Farmers  of  America. 

14.  The  respected  judges,  officials  and  participants  of  the  various  contests  and  awards  programs. 

15.  The  1928-30  charter  FFA  members  for  their  attendance  and  Mr.  Augenstine  for  his  fine  remarks. 

16.  The  Wurlitzer  Organ  Company  for  providing  the  electric  organ  which  added  pleasure  to  the  con- 
vention. 

17.  The  directors  and  assistants  of  the  Press  Corps,  Courtesy  Corps,  Ushers,  Stage/Arena  Crews  and 
others  assisting  with  the  continuity  of  the  convention. 

18.  The  sponsors  of  the  FFA  Foundation  who  made  it  possible  for  the  FFA  to  honor  our  top  groups  and 
individuals. 

19.  The  sponsors  of  all  meal  functions  for  taking  time  to  meet  with  FFA  members  and  giving  their 
continued  support. 

20.  The  sponsors  of  the  slide  and  film  presentations  for  their  time  and  effort  in  preparing  these  pre- 
sentations to  give  us  a  better  insight  to  our  organization.  A  special  thanks  to  Robb  Boyd  and  Tommy 
"Tex"  Engelke  for  assistance  in  the  audio-visual  portion  of  the  convention. 

21 .  The  trade  and  professional  association  exhibitors  of  the  informative  agricultural  career  exhibits  and 
the  state  associations  that  furnished  their  important  and  dynamic  exhibits. 

22.  The  people  of  the  American  Royal  for  providing  a  day  of  festivities  that  was  educational  and  enter- 
taining for  the  members. 

23.  Mr.  John  Stearns,  Producer  of  "Agriculture  .  .  .  U.S.A." 

24.  U.S.  Senator  Richard  Lu  gar  from  Indiana,  Chairman  of  the  National  BO  AC  Selection  Committee,  for 
his  appropriate  remarks. 

25.  Mr.  Ray  Wilkinson  of  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  for  his  very  fine  address  to  the  convention. 

26.  Dr.  David  A.  Phillipson,  1977  Chairman  of  the  Foundation  Sponsoring  Committee,  for  his  untiring 
efforts  in  our  behalf. 

27.  Mr.  Clarke  A.  Nelson,  Chairman  of  the  1978  Foundation  Sponsoring  Committee,  for  his  devoted  sup- 
port of  our  organization  in  the  coming  year. 

28.  Mr.  James  B.  Hunt  Jr.,  Governor  of  North  Carolina  and  past  State  FFA  President  of  the  North  Carolina 
Association,  for  his  very  inspiring  address. 

29.  Mr.  David  Thomas,  Chairman  of  the  National  FFA  Alumni  Council  for  his  devoted  service  and  appro- 
priate remarks. 

30.  Firestone  Tire  and  Rubber  Company  for  once  again  ending  our  convention  in  a  grand  manner. 

Upon  evaluating  the  49th  Convention  Proceedings  and  the  50th  National  Con- 
vention, we  offer  the  following  suggestions: 

1 .  The  continuation  of  the  Vespers  Program  and  the  use  of  audio  visual  presentations  during  the  con- 
vention. 

2.  The  National  FFA  Supply  Service  stock  an  adequate  number  of  official  FFA  items  to  accommodate 
those  wishing  to  purchase  these  items  at  the  convention. 

3.  Send  alternate  delegates  delegate  packets  prior  to  the  convention. 

4.  Consider  lowering  the  registration  fee  for  guests  at  the  convention. 

5.  Make  an  effort  to  have  a  special  postage  stamp  issued  commemorating  the  FFA  at  50. 

6.  Consider  the  possibility  of  lengthening  the  convention  by  one-half  day  in  order  to  allow  ample  time 
for  business  during  the  business  sessions. 

7.  Have  the  Regional  Star  Farmers  and  Agribusinessmen  platforms  repaired  to  assure  a  more  pleasing 
appearance. 

8.  The  continuation  of  the  Alumni  Leadership  Workshops. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Elvin  Caraway,  Texas  (Chairman)  Debbie  McCoy,  West  Virginia 

Scott  Stuckey,  Minnesota  Melani  Crothers,  Wisconsin 

Jack  Gabel,  Montana  Jefferson  Miller,  Florida 

Noble  Sokolosky,  Oklahoma 
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FUTURE  FARMERS  OF  AMERICA 

STATEMENTS  OF  INCOME  AND 

RETAINED  INCOME 


OPERATING  INCOME: 
Sales    

Less  cost  of  goods  sold  

Gross  profit    

Magazine  income: 

Advertising  income  -  net  of  agency 
commissionsand  discounts    

Subscription  income 

Calendar  income    

Membership  dues -FF A    

Membershipdues- Alumni  Association   .  .  . 

Convention  registration  income 

Management  services -special  projects  .  .  . 

International  program  -  net    

Service  charge  income   

Summer  conferences-  net  

Grants  and  royalties    

Total  operating  income    

OPERATING  EXPENSES: 

Salaries 

Magazine  costs: 

Production 

Advertising    

Circulation 

Editorial    

Calendar  cost  and  expense   

Freight  and  postage 

Travel    

National  convention    

Maintenance  and  utilities  

Depreciation   

Retirement  expense  (note4)   

Printing,  stationery  and  supplies    

Payroll  taxes    

Advertising    

Council  member  expense    

Membership  list  maintenance 

Regional  leadership  conference    

National  meeting  expense   

Newsletter  and  membership  cards    

Public  relations 

Wrapping  and  shipping  supplies    

Archives   

Awards    

Legal  and  accounting    

National  leadership  conference  scholarship 
National  officers'  scholarships   


Year  Ended 

Year  Ended 

June  30,  1977 

June  30.  1976 

$3,944,556 

S3. 581. 647 

2,892,440 

2,611.697 

1,052,116 

969.950 

442,418 

432.134 

404,075 

323.416 

154,109 

143.771 

382,399 

377.411 

44,647 

38.723 

84,501 

66.493 

25,000 

25.000 

560 

(4.075 

63,411 

59.010 

6,389 

11.291 

325 

325 

2,659,950 

2.443.449 

735,694 


705.596 


475,453 

411,925 

100,422 

93.768 

86,876 

77,532 

31,614 

31,772 

146,465 

134,313 

126,516 

117,470 

90,946 

81,902 

78,579 

73.342 

90,199 

72.291 

39,626 

34.550 

69,744 

43,258 

32.525 

29.274 

57,016 

51.166 

34,320 

35.280 

1,937 

2.943 

4,506 

7.859 

2,825 

3.115 

946 

2.015 

3.356 

2.756 

31.384 

19.744 

21,619 

18.476 

1,228 

— 

10.321 

9.698 

26,357 

23.904 

1,800 

136 

9.000 

9,000 
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Payroll  expense    1,864                      1,710 

Insurance: 

Disability    32,852 

Group  hospitalization   12,383 

Other 9,586 

Sponsor  recognition  program     4,530 

International  activities    11,926 

Telephone  and  telegraph   20,488 

Discontinued  and  obsolete  merchandise  ..  1,521 

Merchandise  losses 3,247 

Officeequipment  repairs   6,704 

Office  expense 1 ,432 

Subscriptions  expense  746 

Truck  and  auto  expense   1,699 

Miscellaneous 5,132 

Clothing  and  equipment 2,616 

State  life  reimbursement  expense    904 

Educational  materials  10,482 

Total  operating  expenses 2,439,386 

Operating  income    220,564 

OTHER  INCOME: 

Interest  income 28,453 

Discounts  received    4,799 

Miscellaneous 11,865 

Gain  on  disposition  of  property  and 

equipment   190                       — 

Total  other  income 45,307                   51,350 

OTHER  EXPENSES: 

Cash  discounts 8,187                     8,174 

Discounts  and  allowances  4,601                      5,031 

Interest  expense 13,862                     5,224 

Bad  debts  1,078                     1,495 

Loss  on  disposition  of  property  and 

equipment   -■=—                          609 

Total  other  expenses 27,728                   20,533 

Net  other  income    1 7,579                   30,81 7 

NET  INCOME    238,143                  274,031 

RETAINED  INCOME: 

Balance,  July  1    2,215,244               1,941,213 

Balance,  June  30             $2,453,387  $2,215,244 

See  accounting  policies  and  notes  to  financial  statements. 


30,923 

6,165 

7,540 

8,047 

6,993 

19,528 

2,104 

2,558 

5,735 

1,332 

700 

555 

3,216 

1,961 

8,083 

2,200,235 

243,214 

38,179 

3,956 

9,215 
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National  FFA  Foundation 
Awards  and  Contests 


STAR  FARMER  OF  AMERICA 


Since  1929,  Star  Farmers  have  been  se- 
lected from  the  American  Farmer  candidates 
who  receive  the  degree  at  the  time  of  the 
National  FFA  Convention.  A  check  for  $1,000 
went  to  the  State  Farmer  of  America,  and 
checks  of  $500  were  awarded  to  each  of  the 
other  three  regional  "Stars". 
Star  Farmer  of  America  - 

Dwight  Buller,  Hendricks,  Minnesota 
Star  Farmer,  Eastern  Region  - 

Earl  E.  Hamilton,  Springboro,  Pennsylvania 
Star  Farmer,  Southern  Region  - 

Ronald  Jones,  Brighton,  Tennessee 
Star  Farmer,  Western  Region  - 

Dirk  N.  Webb,  Elk  City,  Oklahoma 


STAR  AGRIBUSINESSMAN  OF  AMERICA 


Michael  Lee  Deming 


Beginning  in  1959,  the  Star  Agribusiness- 
man  of  America  has  been  selected  from  the 
American  Farmer  candidates.  The  Star  Agri- 
businessman  of  America  received  a  $1,000 
award  from  the  National  FFA  Foundation.  Inc. 
Each  of  the  other  regional  ■"Stars"  received 
$500. 
Star  Agribusinessman  of  America  - 

Michael  Lee  Deming,  Claremont.  Minnesota 
Star  Agribusinessman,  Eastern  Region  - 

Brian  Duffy,  Green  Springs,  Ohio 
Star  Agribusinessman,  Southern  Region  - 

Anthony  Thomason,  Toccoa.  Georgia 
Star  Agribusinessman,  Western  Region  - 

Gary  D.  Roberson,  Olympia.  Washington 
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NATIONAL  CHAPTER  AWARDS  PROGRAM 

The  National  FFA  Chapter  Awards  Program,  conducted  annually  by  the  nation- 
al organization,  is  designed  to  encourage  and  reward  chapter  effort,  stimulate 
group  action  among  members,  and  encourage  improvement  in  local  chapter 
programs  of  activities.  The  awards  program  has  been  a  valuable  aid  in  stimulating 
both  individual  and  cooperative  effort,  and  in  crystallizing  chapter  programs  of 
activities  into  a  series  of  worthwhile  activities. 

Chapters  were  grouped  into  Gold,  Silver  and  Bronze  Emblem  classifications, 
according  to  their  record  of  accomplishments  in  supervised  agricultural  occupa- 
tions experience  programs,  cooperative  activities,  community  service,  leader- 
ship activities,  earnings  and  savings  by  members,  conduct  of  meetings,  scholar- 
ship of  members,  recreation  and  participation  in  state  and  national  activities. 

The  top  "Gold  Emblem"  rating  was  awarded  to  125  local  chapters,  "Silver 
Emblem"  ratings  went  to  110  chapters  and  "Bronze  Emblem"  ratingsto  100chap- 
ters.  Chapters  earning  awards  for  this  year  follow. 

G=Gold  Emblem 
S=Silver  Emblem 
B=Bronze  Emblem 


Alabama  G     Crossville,  Scottsboro 

S     Grant 
B     Cotaco 

Arizona  G     Kofa,  Peoria 

B     Gilbert 

Arkansas G     Stuttgart 

S     Mansfield 

California  G     Mt.  Whitney 

B     Ceres,    Elk    Grove,    Morro 
Bay,  Redwood 
Colorado G     Eagle  Valley,  Eaton- 
Highland,  Larimer  County, 
Platte  Valley,  Sterling 

Connecticut G     Housatonic  Valley 

B     Lyman  Memorial 

Delaware B     Lake  Forest,  Sussex 

Vocational-Technical 

Florida G     Bartow,  Brahman, 

Mulberry,  Orlando- 
Colonial,  Santa  Fe  "Sr.", 
South  Sumter 
S     Groveland,  Hamilton 
B     Bronson,  Interlachen, 
Miami-McArthur,  Palatka 
Senior,  Santa  Fe  "Jr.", 
Zephyrhills 

Georgia G     Early  Co.,  Effingham 

County,  Jeff  Davis,  Moultrie 
Perry,  Southeast  Bulloch 
S     Berrien,  Montgomery 
County,  Oconee  County, 
Patterson 
B     Gilmer  County,  Peach, 
Winder-Barrow 

Hawaii  G     Waialua 

S     Kaneohe 

Idaho  S     Meridian 

B     Twin  Falls 

Illinois   G     Georgetown,  Malta, 

Roanoke-Benson,  Salem, 
Southwestern,  Sycamore, 
Warren 


S     Ashland,  Avon, 

Champaign,  Fairbury- 
Cropsey,  Franklin  Center, 
Galesburg,  Mt.  Carroll, 
Paxton,  Pinckneyville, 
Princeville,  Teutopolis 

B  Clinton,  Glenwood,  Ridge 
Farm,  R.O.V.A.  Shabbona, 
Sparland 

Indiana    G     Brownstown  Central, 

Clinton  Central,  Owen  Val- 
ley, Prairie  Heights, 
Woodlan 

S     Southmont 

B     Rossville,  Tri-County 

Iowa G     Bloomfield,  Buffalo  Center 

Bison,  Crestwood-Cresco, 
Manchester,  Maquoketa 
Valley,  North  Linn,  South 
Hamilton,  Waverly-Shell 
Rock 

S  Monticello,  North  Fayette, 
Starmont 

B     Anamosa,  Sac  City 

Kansas G     Hill  City,  Norton 

S     Atchison  County, 

Washinton 
B     Arkansas  City,  Seaman 
Kentucky    G     Farmington,  Johnson 

Central,  Lyon  County, 

Taylorsville 
S     Caldwell  County,  Calloway 

County,  Lone  Oak 
B     Barren  County,  Lincoln 

County,  Symsonia 

Louisiana   G  Oak  Grove,  Saline 

S  Assumption  Senior  High, 
Slidell 

Maine G  Limestone 

B  Presque  Isle 

Maryland G  Linganore 

S  Damascus,  Walkersville 

Massachusetts    ..B  Essex,  Wachusett 
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Michigan G     Corunna,       Marshall, 

St.  Louis 
S     Cassopolis,  Ubly 
B     Harbor  Beach 

Minnesota G     Cannon  Falls,  Eagle  Bend, 

New  Ulm,  Springfield 
S     Forest  Lake,  Montevideo, 

Stillwater 
B     Willmar,  Worthington 

Mississippi  B     Falkner,  Pine  Grove 

Missouri    G     Aurora,  Carl  Junction, 

Carthage,  Mt.  Vernon, 
Ozark,  Trenton 
S     Albany,  Chillicothe,  Mexico 

Montgomery  County 
B     Eldorado  Springs, 

Fredericktown,  Odessa, 
Salem 

Montana  S     Fairview,  Flathead 

Nebraska    G     Ainsworth,  Kimball,  Leigh, 

Rock  County 
S     Ewing,  St.  Edward 
B     Elgin,  North  Bend 

Nevada    G     Ruby  Mountain 

New  Jersey S     Belvidere 

B     Oakcrest 

New  Mexico B     Belen,  Las  Cruces 

New  York    S     Hamilton 

B     Barker,  Sidney 
North  Carolina  .  .  .G     Cary,  South  Lenoir 
S     North  Iredell 
B     Bartlett  Yancey,  Sun  Valley 

North  Dakota G     Beulah 

S     Carrington,  Jamestown, 

Rolette,  Walhalla 
B     Golden  Valley,  Leeds 

Ohio G     Bloom-Carroll,  Marysville, 

Miami  Trace,  Peebles, 
Ridgedale,  United, 
Wauseon 
S     Ehove,  Lancaster, 

Sheridan,  Talawanda 
B     Greenon,  Wynford 

Oklahoma G     Collinsville,  Guthrie, 

Holdenville,  Ninnekah, 
Sapulpa,  Springer,  Taloga 
S     Broken  Arrow,  Clinton, 
Fairview,  Garber,  Jenks, 
Ringwood,  Skiatook, 
Sulphur,  Tecumseh, 
Thomas,  Tishomingo, 
Weatherford 
B     Madill,  Mannford,  John 
Marshall,  Morrison. 
Muskogee,  Wellston 

Oregon    G     Clatsop 

S     Canby,  Cascade,  Roseburg 
B     Wallowa 
Pennsylvania  .       G     Cloister,  Manheim, 
Northern  Lebanon 
S     Grassland,  H.  G.  Parkinson, 
Little  Dutchman, 
Middleburg,  Mifflinburg 
B    Headwaters,  Lehigh,  State 
College  Little  Lyons,  Upper 
Bucks  Tech 


Rhode  Island  S     Scttuate 

B     Chariho 
South  Carolina       S    Greenville 

B     James  F   Byrnes 
South  Dakota         G     Hoven 
S     Doland 
B     De  Smet,  Scotland 

Tennessee   G     Bradley,  Dyersburg. 

Riverside 
S     Meigs  County.  Rhea 
County,  Rogersville 
Warren  County 
B     Dickson  County 

Texas G     Cleburne,  East  Central. 

Hull-Daisetta.  Katy.  Klein. 
Midway,  Mineola,  Quanah. 
Ysleta 
S     Aqua  Dulce.  Bryan,  Cal 
Farleys,  Boys  Ranch. 
Carlisle,  Floydada. 
Garland.  Liberty.  Loop 
Lorena,  Midway. 
Pleasonton.  Sidney  Lanier. 
Stanton,  Tatum.  Valley 
View 
B     Booker,  Blum,  Commerce. 
Crockett,  Dublin.  Frisco. 
Hamlin,  Honey  Grove. 
Lindsay,  Mission,  Prosper. 
Raymondvi'le.  Riviera. 
Schulenburg 

Utah G     Bear  River.  Millard  Eagle 

S     Springville 
B     Grantsville 

Vermont    S     Chelsea 

B     Lamoille  Union 

Virginia  G     C.  T.  Smith,  Montevideo. 

Turner  Ashby    . 
S     Appomattox 
B     Carroll  County.  Gretna 
Senior.  R.  E.  Aylor 

Washington   G     Elma.  Kelso.  Pasco 

S     Enumclaw 
B     Battle  Ground 
West  Virginia  G     Mason  County 

S     Mannington 
B     Walton 

Wisconsin G     Bloomer.  Delavan-Danen. 

Denmark.  Evansville. 
Green  Bay  East.  Janesville- 
Parker,  Monroe 
S     Black  River  Falls. 
New  Holstein.  New 
Richmond.  Viroqua 
B     Granton.  Merrill.  Waupaca. 
Westby 

Wyoming    G     Buffalo  Bill.  Burns 

S     Douglas 
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NATIONAL  CHAPTER  SAFETY  AWARDS 

The  National  Chapter  Safety  Awards  Program  is  designed  to  stimulate  activities 
by  local  chapters  which  will  result  in  the  more  widespread  useof  safety  rules,  thus 
lessening  the  tremendous  suffering  and  loss  of  life,  time  and  property  that  is 
caused  each  year  by  preventable  farm  accidents  and  fires. 

Each  state  is  entitled  to  submit  for  national  consideration  at  least  two  chapters 
or  ten  percent  of  all  chapters  receiving  Superior  Chapter  awards.  These  applica- 
tions were  sent  to  their  various  regional  offices  where  a  panel  of  experts  ranked 
them  in  the  Gold,  Silver  and  Bronze  Emblem  awards. 

There  were  38  Gold  Emblem  Chapters,  42  Silver  Emblem  Chapters  and  26 
Bronze  Emblem  Chapters.  The  winning  chapters  are  as  follows: 


Alabama  G  Scottsboro,  York  West  End 

S  Jackson  Gold 

Arizona  S  Westwood 

B  Dysart 

Arkansas S  Lavaca,  Stuttgart 

California  G  Mt.  Whitney 

Colorado S  Eagle  Valley 

B  Lamar 

Delaware B  Lake  Forest 

Florida G  South  Sumter,  Zephyrhills 

Georgia G  Pelham,  Perry 

Idaho  B  Twin  Falls,  West 

Minico 

Illinois   G  Mt.  Carroll,  Roanoke- 
Benson,  Sycamore 

S  Clinton,  Teutopolis 

B  Christopher 

Indiana   S  Owen  Valley, 

Princeton 

Iowa G  Kanawha 

S  Sac  City 

Kansas G  Mission  Valley 

S  Hill  City 

B  Norton 

Kentucky    G  Lyon  County 

B  Farmington 

Louisiana   G  Assumption  Jr.,  Saline 

S  Assumption  Senior  High, 
Provencal 

Maryland S  Hereford 

B  Linganore 

Michigan S  Hastings,  Marshall 

Minnesota G  Eagle  Bend,  New  Ulm 

Mississippi  B  Falkner,  Mantachie 

Missouri    G  Carthage 

S  Ozark 

Montana  S  Columbus 

Nebraska    G  St.  Edward 

S  Leigh 

Nevada   S  Churchill  County 

New  Jersey S  Belvidere 


New  York    S     Barker,  Sidney 

North  Carolina  . . .  S     Princeton,  Sun  Valley 
North  Dakota  ...   G     Carrington 

B     Leeds,  Walhalla 

Ohio G     Big  Walnut,  Bloom-Carroll, 

Bowling  Green,  Buckeye 
Valley 
Oklahoma G     Ringwood 

S     Hennessey 
Oregon   S     Wallowa 

B     Silverton 
Pennsylvania     . .  G     Northern  Lebanon 

S     Headwaters,  Little 
Dutchman 

B     Mifflinburg 
Rhode  Island  B     Scituate 

South  Carolina    .    S     Greenville 

B     Pleasant  Hill 
South  Dakota  .  .  .   G     Hoven 

S     Scotland 

Tennessee   G     Warren  County 

•  S     Dyersburg,  Greenback 

B     Gadsden,  Lebanon 
Texas G     Nacogdoches 

S     Chapel  Hill,  Klein 

B     Little  Cypress-Mauriceville 

Utah G     Millard  Eagle 

Virginia  G     C.  T.  Smith 

S     Gretna  Jr.,  Turner  Ashby 

B     Carroll  County,  West  Point 
Washington   G     Elma 

B     Capital 
West  Virginia     . .  S     Mason  County 

B     Mannington 

Wisconsin G     Cadott,  Denmark,  Green 

Bay  East,  Monroe 

S  Bloomer,  Janesville-Parker, 
New  Richmond,  Wisconsin 
Dells 

B     Black  River  Falls,  New 
Holstein 
Wyoming    G     Buffalo  Bill,  Burns 
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BUILDING  OUR  AMERICAN  COMMUNITIES 


A  contemporary,  exciting  and  challenging  program  was  recognized  for  the 
seventh  time  at  this  year's  convention.  The  FFA-BOAC  program  is  designed  to 
provide  total  involvement  of  FFA  members  in  meaningful  programs  designed  to 
meet  the  determined  needs  of  every  community.  It  provides  opportunities  for  FFA 
chapters  to  organize  for  action  to  make  their  community  a  better  place  in  which  to 
live  and  work  and  to  take  pride  in  telling  about  their  accomplishments. 

Gold  Emblem  ratings  were  awarded  to  50  chapters,  Silver  Emblem  to  46 
chapters  and  Bronze  Emblem  to  46  chapters.  Four  regional  winners  were  selected 
and  appropriate  recognition  given  to  them  at  the  national  convention.  The 
regional  winners  were: 

North  Fayette  County  Chapter,  West  Union,  Iowa  —  National  Winner 
Mason  County  Chapter,  Point  Pleasant,  West  Virginia  —  Eastern  Region 
Paris  Chapter,  Paris,  Tennessee  —  Southern  Region 
Elma  Chapter,  Elma,  Washington  —  Western  Region 

Other  chapters  earning  National  BOAC  awards  this  year  were: 


Alabama  .... 

...S 

Cotaco 

Maine 

G 

Presque  Isle 

B 

Centre 

B 

Limestone 

Arizona  

G 

Peoria 

Maryland 

S 

Linganore 

B 

Flowing  Wells 

B 

Gaithersburg 

Arkansas  

B 

Havana,  Mansfield 

Massachusetts 

S 

Cape  Cod  Tech 

California 

S 

WOC  Fresno 

B 

Assabet  Valley 

B 

Chico,  Morro  Bay,  Mt. 

Michigan 

G 

St.  Louis 

Whitney 

S 

Ubly 

Colorado 

S 

Platte  Valley 

Minnesota 

G 

Lake  Crystal,  Montevideo 

B 

New  Raymer 

Mississippi 

S 

Water  Valley 

Connecticut  .  . 

G 

Housatonic  Valley 

B 

Falkner 

B 

Lyman  Memorial 

Missouri    

G 

Lewis  County 

Delaware 

B 

Caesar  Rodney,  Sussex 

S 

Aurora 

Vocational  Technical 

B 

Mexico,  Smithville 

Florida 

G 

Gainesville  Agribusiness, 

Montana  

B 

Roundup 

Santa  Fe  "Sr." 

Nebraska    

G 

Leigh 

Georgia 

G 

Perry 

S 

Amsworth.  Rock  County 

S 

Early  County 

Nevada   

G 

Churchill  County 

Hawaii  

S 

Kaneohe 

S 

Moapa  Valley 

B 

Waialua 

New  Jersey 

B 

North  Hunterdon 

Idaho  

S 

Kuna 

Oakcrest 

B 

Sandpoint 

New  Mexico  .  .  . 

S 

Santa  Fe 

Illinois  

G 

Franklin  Center,  George- 

B 

Hagerman 

town,  Roanoke-Benson, 

New  York    

G 

Hamilton.  Sidney 

S 

Sycamore 
Champaign,  Elmwood 

North  Carolina  . 

S 

Princeton 

B 

Dixon,  Malta 

B 

Bartlett  Yancey.  Sun  Valley 

Indiana   

G 

Greenfield  Central 

North  Dakota  .  . 

G 

Jamestown.  Leeds. 

S 

Brownstown  Central, 

Walhalla 

Princeton 

S 

South  East  Vocational 
Center 

Iowa 

G 

North  Fayette  County, 
Reno  Smith 

Ohio 

G 

Big  Walnut.  Montgomery 

S 

Sac  City 

County.  Wauseon 

B 

Garnavillo 

S 

Bowling  Green 

Kansas  

G 

Hill  City,  Mission  Valley 

Oklahoma 

G 

Alex,  McLoud 

S 

Columbus 

B 

Prague 

B 

Cherryvale,  Marysville 

Oregon    

S 

Canby.  Clatsop 

Kentucky 

G 

Lyon  County,  Webster 
County 

Pennsylvania  .  . 

B 

Little  Dutchman,  Northern 
Lebanon 

Louisiana 

S 

Assumption  Senior  High, 

Rhode  Island   .  . 

S 

Davies  Vo-Tech.  Scituate 

Provencal,  Saline,  Tioga 

South  Carolina 

S 

Greenville 

B 

Zwolle 

B 

St.  George 
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South  Dakota    .  .   G     Arlington,  Clear  Lake 
S     Scotland 
B     Chamberlain 

Tennessee   G     Paris 

B     Loudon 

Texas G     East  Chambers,  Katy, 

Lorena 
B     Floydada,  Stanton 

Utah S     Grantsville,  Tooele 

Vermont    B     Lake  Region,  McWeb 

Virginia   G     Bowling  Green,  Broadway, 

James  Wood 
S     Blairs,  Gretna,  William 
Campbell 


Washington   . . 

G 

Elma,  Pasco 

WestVirginia  . 

G 

Mason  County 

S 

Mannington 

Wisconsin 

G 

Denmark,  Evansville, 
Janesville-Parker,  Monroe 

S 

Bay  Port,  Black  River  Falls 
Bloomer,  Green  Bay  East, 
Rice  Lake 

B 

Bonduel,  Holcombe, 
Oshkosh  West,  Stoughton 

Wyoming 

G 

Buffalo  Bill  Cody 

S 

Burns 

B 

John  B.  Kendrick 

AGRICULTURAL  PROFICIENCY  AWARDS 

Seventy-six  regional  winners  of  the  19  Agricultural  Proficiency  Awards  met  for 
a  luncheon  with  persons  from  government,  business  and  industry,  who  served  as 
judges.  The  judging  of  each  of  the  19  areas  was  done  on  the  basis  of  information 
submitted  to  the  FFA  by  regional  winners.  National  and  regional  winners  received 
checks  from  the  National  FFA  Foundation,  as  well  as  partially  paid  travel 
expenses  to  the  National  Convention.  Following  are  Agricultural  Proficiency 
Award  winners  who  were  recognized  at  the  1977  National  FFA  Convention. 


Name 


Chapter  &  State 

AGRICULTURAL  ELECTRIFICATION 
Sponsored  by  the  Food  &  Energy  Council 


Award 


ALAN  McCOLLOUGH 

JEFF  SCHLICHTER 
GREG  RICKS 
RANDY  KELLOGG 


Eagle  Grove,  Iowa 
Miami  Trace,  Ohio 
Norman  Park,  Georgia 
Guthrie,  Oklahoma 


National  Winner 
Eastern  Regional  Winner 
Southern  Regional  Winner 
Western  Regional  Winner 


AGRICULTURAL  MECHANICS 
Sponsored  by  International  Harvester 


DAVID  BROWN 

ALLAN  C.  RIECK 
GALEN  D.  BRUBAKER 
EDWARD  LOFTIS 


Eufaula,  Oklahoma 
Lake  Preston,  South  Dakota 
Montgomery  County  JVS,  Ohio 
Greenville,  South  Carolina 


National  Winner 
Central  Regional  Winner 
Eastern  Regional  Winner 
Southern  Regional  Winner 


AGRICULTURAL  PROCESSING 
Sponsored  by  Carnation 


james  j.  van  ess 

david  i.  campbell 
geary  McGregor  jr. 
faron  d.  bryant 


Green  Bay  East,  Wisconsin 
Greenwich,  New  York 
Groveland  Senior,  Florida 
Noble,  Oklahoma 


National  Winner 
Eastern  Regional  Winner 
Southern  Regional  Winner 
Western  Regional  Winner 


RANDY  PHILMAN 

SCOTT  EDWARD  KLING 
IRMA  HENRY 
DEAN  W.  MAW 


AGRICULTURAL  SALES  AND/OR  SERVICE 
Sponsored  by  Allis-Chalmers  Corp. 


Gainesville  Agribusiness,  Florida 
Montevideo,  Minnesota 
Northwestern-Clark,  Ohio 
Weber,  Utah 


National  Winner 
Central  Regional  Winner 
Eastern  Regional  Winner 
Western  Regional  Winner 
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BEEF  PRODUCTION 
Co-sponsored  by  Nasco  and  Sperry  New  Holland 

BRAD  MOFFITT  A.  B.  Graham,  Ohio  National  Winner 

KENT  MUSCHINSKE  Rice  Lake,  Wisconsin  Central  Regional  Winner 

DAVID  L.  BRANSCUM  Marshall,  Arkansas  Southern  Regional  Winner 

HANK  GILBERT  Chapel  Hill,  Texas  Western  Regional  Winner 

CROP  PRODUCTION 
Sponsored  by  The  Producers  or  Funk's  G.  Hybrids 

ORAN  LEE  BOND  Stone,  Mississippi  National  Winner 

BRUCE  D.  FOSTER  Niles,  Michigan  Central  Regional  Winner 

MICHAEL  G.  PHILLIPS  Broadway,  Virginia  Eastern  Regional  Winner 

JOHN  REDING  Nampa,  Idaho  Western  Regional  Winner 

DAIRY  PRODUCTION 
Co-sponsored  by  Avco  New  Idea  Farm  Equipment  and  The  De  Laval  Separator  Co. 

CHARLES  KING  Northridge,  Ohio  National  Winner 

ROBERT  NIGH  Viroqua,  Wisconsin  Central  Regional  Winner 

EDDIE  HARRIS  Bradley  Central,  Tennessee  Southern  Regional  Winner 

MICHAEL  SILVA  Hilmar,  California  Western  Regional  Winner 

DIVERSIFIED  LIVESTOCK  PRODUCTION 

Co-sponsored  by  Keystone  Steel  &  Wire  Division  of  Keystone  Consolidated  Industries  Inc. 

and  A.O.  Smith  Harvestore  Products  Inc. 

TIM  ROGERS  Uniontown,  Kansas  National  Winner 

PAT  FOLEY  Kingwood,  West  Virginia  Eastern  Regional  Winner 

TERRY  McMILLIN  Falkner,  Mississippi  Southern  Regional  Winner 

JOHN  R.  SHETLER  Palmdale,  California  Western  Regional  Winner 

FISH  AND  WILDLIFE  MANAGEMENT 
Sponsored  by  National  FFA  Foundation  General  Fund 

EDMUND  J.  SUCHOMEL  Brownton,  Minnesota  National  Winner 

DOUGLAS  LEE  DICK  Grove  City,  Pennsylvania  Eastern  Regional  Winner 

STEVE  KANEY  FARMER  Wetumpka,  Alabama  Southern  Regional  Winner 

RUSSELL  HENRY  Coolidge,  Arizona  Western  Regional  Winner 

FOREST  MANAGEMENT 
Sponsored  by  Weyerhaeuser  Co.  Foundation 

GLENN  B.  STEVENSON  Orr,  Minnesota  National  Winner 

DOUGLAS  S.  CESSNA  Flintstone,  Maryland  Eastern  Regional  Winner 

HENRY  LYLE  WHITE  Bibb  County  Area  Vocational 

Center,  Alabama  Southern  Regional  Winner 

MARK  BOCKMAN  Loch  Leven,  Wyoming  Western  Regional  Winner 

HOME  AND  FARMSTEAD  IMPROVEMENT 

Sponsored  by  the  Upjohn,  TUCO,  Asgrow  and  Cobb  Organizations  — 

Agriculture  Division  of  The  Upjohn  Co. 

RICHARD  L.  LOWE  Chickasha,  Oklahoma  National  Winner 

PHIL  G.  FANNING  Mission  Valley,  Kansas  Central  Regional  Winner 

DALE  FORRESTER  Belleville,  New  York  Eastern  Regional  Winner 

DOUG  HAMILTON  Arab,  Alabama  Southern  Regional  Winner 

HORSE  PROFICIENCY 
Sponsored  by  The  Morgan  Horse  Foundation 

JIM  THORP  Oskaloosa,  Iowa  National  Winner 

TIM  BELK  Sun  Valley,  North  Carolina  Eastern  Regional  Winner 

LARRY  RAY  SPARKMAN  Danville,  Alabama  Southern  Regional  Winner 

RACHEL  LEE  TALLANT  Casa  Grande,  Arizona  Western  Regional  Winner 
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ORNAMENTAL  HORTICULTURE 
Sponsored  by  National  FFA  Foundation  General  Fund 


ROBERT  WAYNE  LOVELACE 

SUSAN  DEWAR 
LONNIE  GRIGSBY 
KURT  LUBBE 


Elsberry,  Missouri 
Gary,  North  Carolina 
Gardendale,  Alabama 
Elma,  Washington 


National  Winner 
Eastern  Regional  Winner 
Southern  Regional  Winner 
Western  Regional  Winner 


OUTDOOR  RECREATION 
Sponsored  by  White  Farm  Equipment  Co. 


MAURA  JANE  LONGDEN 

GARY  GASPERSON 

MATT  BARR 

KURT  WILLIAM  KINGMAN 


Wachusett,  Massachusetts 
Mountain  Grove,  Missouri 
Santa  Fe  Senior,  Florida 
North  Kitsap,  Washington 


National  Winner 
Central  Regional  Winner 
Southern  Regional  Winner 
Western  Regional  Winner 


PLACEMENT  IN  AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCTION 
Co-sponsored  by  Hesston  Corp.  and  Shell  Chemical  Co. 


DON  KUBA 

MARK  ROSENE 
KEITH  LANIER 
ROGER  SAFFER 


Buckeye  Valley,  Ohio 
Woodlan,  Indiana 
Dyersburg,  Tennessee 
Flagler,  Colorado 


National  Winner 
Central  Regional  Winner 
Southern  Regional  Winner 
Western  Regional  Winner 


POULTRY  PRODUCTION 
Sponsored  by  Allied  Mills  Inc. 


RONALD  E.  BARKEMA 

KENT  A.  SHIPE 
HENRY  OLIVER 
ERIC  ETZEL 


South  Hamilton,  Iowa 

East  Hardy  County,  West  Virginia 

New  Site,  Alabama 

Phoenix,  Oregon 


National  Winner 
Eastern  Regional  Winner 
Southern  Regional  Winner 
Western  Regional  Winner 


SHEEP  PRODUCTION 
Sponsored  by  National  FFA  Foundation  General  Fund 


MIKE  RICHMOND 

ROBERT  L.  JOHNSON 
DAVID  S.  PEARMAN 
RICK  JEANS 


Ridgedale,  Ohio 
Whitewater,  Wisconsin 
Powell  Valley,  Tennessee 
Tonkawa,  Oklahoma 


National  Winner 
Central  Regional  Winner 
Southern  Regional  Winner 
Western  Regional  Winner 


SOIL  AND  WATER  MANAGEMENT 
Sponsored  by  Ford  Motor  Co.  Fund 


MICHAEL  J.  ESTOCK 

PAUL  MAIN 
ROGER  JOHNSON 
JAMES  MICHEAL  BEERS 


Marlington,  Ohio 
Lakeview,  Michigan 
Jenkins  County,  Georgia 
Taloga,  Oklahoma 


National  Winner 
Central  Regional  Winner 
Southern  Regional  Winner 
Western  Regional  Winner 


DONALD  W.  GRAHAM 

GARY  A.  MEINDERS 
TIM  SCHAEFER 
PATRICK  L.  HAIGHT 


SWINE  PRODUCTION 
Sponsored  by  Pfizer  Inc.,  Agriculture  Div. 

Lake  Butler  Senior,  Florida 
Buffalo  Center  Bison,  Iowa 
Miami  Trace,  Ohio 
Moses  Lake,  Washington 


National  Winner 
Central  Regional  Winner 
Eastern  Regional  Winner 
Western  Regional  Winner 


FUTURE   FARMERS  OF  AMERICA  55 


NATIONAL  FFA  PUBLIC  SPEAKING  CONTEST 

The  National  FFA  Public  Speaking  Contest  is  held  in  KansasCity,  Missouri.  It  is 
the  final  elimination  of  a  nationwide  contest  that  started  in  local  chapters,  with 
winners  progressing  through  area  or  federation  competition,  then  state  contests, 
and  four  regional  contests. 

Each  of  the  four  members  who  participated  in  the  national  contest  already  had 
won  a  medal  at  the  local  chapter  level  and  a  $100.00  prize  at  the  state  level.  The 
winner  of  the  national  contest  received  $300.00.  Other  awards  were  $275.00  for 
second,  $250.00  for  third  and  $225.00  for  fourth.  All  awards  and  travel  funds  are 
provided  by  the  Future  Farmers  of  America  Foundation,  Inc. 

Each  contestant  spoke  from  six  to  eight  minutes  on  an  agricultural  subject  of 
his  own  choice,  then  was  subjected  to  five  minutes  of  questioning  by  the  judges 
Scoring  was  done  on  the  basis  of  speech  delivery,  manuscript  and  answers  to 
questions. 

JUDGES 

Eule  Bingham,  Assistant  Secretary  of  Labor,  OSHA,  Washington,  DC.  20210 

S.  Mason  Carbaugh,  Commissioner,  Virginia  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce. 

Box  1163,  Richmond,  Virginia  23209 
R.  M.  Hendrickson,  President,  Agricultural  Division,  Pfizer,  Inc.,  235  East  42nd  Street,  New 

York,  New  York  10017 

TIMEKEEPERS 

Marvin  E.  Fleming,  Principal,  Jefferson  City  Central  High  School,  Jefferson  City,  Missouri 

65101 
Jerry  Klement,  Director,  Special  Projects  Staff,  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  South 

Building,  Washington,  D.C.  20250 

SPEAKERS 

First  Place  —  Dee  James,  Clay  Center,  Kansas 

"AGRICULTURE'S  NEW  GENERATION" 
Second  Place  —  Phil  Benson,  Winters,  California 

"THE  FARMER  SPEAKS  OUT" 
Third  Place  —  Jeff  Rudd,  Yanceyville,  North  Carolina 

"FOOD:  THE  OTHER  ENERGY  CRISIS" 
Fourth  Place  —  Jeff  Miller,  Bronson,  Florida 

"AMERICAN  AGRICULTURE  — MEETING  THE  CHALLENGE  OF  THE  NEW  FRONTIER" 
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Agriculture's  New  Generation 

DEE  W.  JAMES,  Clay  Center,  Kansas 

What  if  no  one  wanted  to  be  a  farmer  anymore? 

What  if  no  one  wanted  to  work  70  or  80  hour  weeks? 

What  if  no  one  wanted  to  battle  droughts,  floods,  hail  and  frost? 

What  if  all  farmers  just  quit? 

We've  lost  three  million  farmers  in  the  last  25  years  .  . .  and  every  day  we  lose  70 
more  ...  so  fewer  and  fewer  farmers  must  grow  more  and  more  food. 

Who  will  meet  this  enormous  challenge? 

A  new  generation  of  farmers  .  .  .  armed  with  the  vast  knowledge  and  technical 
skills  of  today's  farmer  .  .  .  the  new  generation  will  continue  to  make  break- 
throughs in  soil  sciences,  chemistry,  and  animal  husbandry  .  .  .  and  others. 

Today,  one  American  farmer  feeds  56  other  Americans  .  .  .  tomorrow  he  may 
have  to  feed  twicethat  number.  It  could  bethe  biggest  challenge  America  will  face 
in  the  next  25  years.  America  and  the  American  Farmer  —  we  need  each  other. 

Last  December,  Farmland  Industries  co-sponsored  a  John  Denver  special 
where  this  message  was  heard  and  viewed  by  millions  of  people  all  over  this 
country.  Their  purpose  was  to  educate  America  on  the  importanceof  agriculture. 
Booker  T.  Washington  once  said,  "No  race  can  prospertill  it  learns  that  there  is  as 
much  dignity  in  tilling  a  field,  as  in  writing  a  poem."  I  know  of  no  better  method  of 
teaching  the  importance  and  dignity  of  agriculture  than  through  vocational 
agriculture,  and  I  know  of  no  better  organization  that  can  put  this  knowledge  to 
use  than  the  Future  Farmers  of  America  —  agriculture's  new  generation.  Former 
President  Richard  Nixon,  addressing  the  state  FFA  presidents  at  the  White  House 
said,  "I  know  of  no  other  organization  more  qualified  to  feed  America,  and  lead 
America,  than  the  Future  Farmers  of  America."  Over  half  a  million  FFA  members 
across  this  nation  are  faced  with  this  challenge  of  feeding  and  leading  America, 
and  already  we  are  proving  our  worthiness  for  such  a  demand. 

Vocational  agricultural  training  and  membership  in  the  FFA  can  be  the  most 
worthwhile  experience  of  one's  high  school  career.  It  is  training  that  will  be  used 
forever.  This  is  not  to  say  we  should  abandon  or  even  weaken  the  basics  of  edu- 
cation, but  this  practical  knowledge  in  agriculture  will  supplement  our  education 
and  provide  us  with  an  understanding  of  agriculturethat  is  essential  in  oursociety 
today. 

Agriculture  seems  to  be  misunderstood  and  taken  for  granted.  We  need  to 
educate  more  people  by  telling  the  story  of  agriculture  and  how  it  meets  the 
enormous  challenge  of  feeding  millions  of  persons.  Although  many  FFA 
members  do  engage  in  production  agriculture,  let  us  not  overlook  the  importance 
of  agricultural  training  in  other  occupational  fields.  Virtually  everyone  comes  in 
contact  with  some  form  of  agriculture,  unless  of  course,  you  have  never  eaten! 
One  American  farmer  feeds  more  people  than  any  other  farmer  in  the  world; 
fifty-six.  And  the  population  of  the  world  isstill  rapidly  increasing  each  year,  while 
at  the  same  time  farm  population  is  decreasing.  Farm  population  has  dropped 
from  8.6%  of  the  total  U.S.  population  in  1960,  to  an  almost  even  4%  today.  But  I 
don't  think  there  is  much  need  for  alarm,  for  even  with  the  declining  number  of 
farmers,  production  levels  of  most  agricultural  commodities  are  meeting  and  in 
some  cases  exceeding  the  demand.  But  how  long  willthis continue?  Who  knows? 
One  thing  is  certain,  however:  researchers,  scientists  and  other  agricultural- 
related  specialists  must  continue  in  their  constant  search  to  improve  the 
capabilities  of  American  agriculture. 
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I  feel  our  organization  is  doing  its  part  in  keeping  up  with  demands  for 
improvement.  I'll  bet  Carlton  Patton  would  be  amazed  to  hear  thedescription  of  a 
farming  program  that  goes  as  follows:  320  acres  dryland  and  irrigated  farmland 
owned  and  an  additional  480  acres  rented,  a  70-head  cow  herd  which  yielded  a 
98%  calf  crop  in  a  30-day  period,  and  the  feeding  of  several  hundred  hogs  each 
year.  Yet  this  is  a  description  of  a  program  developed  by  a  man  like  Carlton 
Patton.  However,  Mr.  Patton  was  the  first  Star  Farmer  of  America  and  Dan 
Worcester  from  the  Hill  City,  Kansas,  chapter  was  the  forty-seventh.  Dan's 
operation  is  only  one  example  of  the  programs  awarded  the  American  Farmer 
Degree.  I'm  sure  each  of  the  occupational  experience  programs  of  the  American 
Farmer  Degree  recipients  could  be  looked  upon  with  equal  impressiveness. 
Programs  that  are  worthy  of  the  American  Farmer  Degree  are  not  developed  by 
chance  —  they  are  made  through  hard  work  and  determination. 

The  American  Farmer  Degree  is  obtained  only  by  completing  the  requirements 
for  the  four  degrees  of  membership.  The  last  two  sentences  of  the  advisor's  part  in 
the  ceremony  for  receiving  Greenhands,  the  first  level  of  membership,  reads  like 
this: 

"You  have  attained  your  first  degree,  but  let  me  remind  you  that  the 
Chapter  Degree  pin,  the  State  Degree  charm,  and  the  American  Degree  key 
await  those  who  earn  them.  May  you  work  hard  and  advance  in  rank." 

This  type  of  goal-setting  standard  will  help  insure  our  ability  to  meet  the 
enormous  challenge  that  is  associated  with  agriculture.  World  attention 
continues  to  focus  more  and  more  on  the  importance  of  agriculture.  For  if  we  had 
to,  we  could  survive  without  oil,  but  no  one  can  survive  without  agriculture.  Food, 
as  some  people  say,  could  be  the  greatest  weapon  a  country  can  have  Daniel 
Webster  once  said, 

"Let  us  not  forget  that  the  cultivation  of  the  earth  is  the  most  important 
labor  of  man.  Unstable  is  the  future  of  that  country  which  has  lost  its  taste 
for  agriculture.  If  there  is  one  lesson  in  history  which  is  unmistakable,  it  is 
that  national  strength  lies  very  near  the  soil." 

We,  today,  need  this  same  type  of  leadership  and  belief  in  agriculture  that 
Daniel  Webster  displayed  in  his  time.  Again  FFA  members  are  meeting  this 
challenge.  I  feel  John  F.  Kennedy  was  speaking  to  us  when  he  said,  "It  is  time  for  a 
new  generation  of  leadership,  to  cope  with  the  problems  and  new  opportunities, 
for  there  is  a  new  world  to  be  won."  Past  Future  Farmers  and  vocational 
agriculture  students  are  continuing  their  leadership  abilities  forthe  betterment  of 
agriculture.  Don  Staheli,  President  of  Allied  Mills  and  past  National  President  of 
the  FFA,  isonesuch  leader.Orion  Samuelson,  past  FFA  member  from  Wisconsin, 
speaks  out  for  agriculture  every  day  in  one  of  the  largest  cities  in  the  world, 
Chicago,  through  WGN  radio  and  television.  Another  past  FFA  member  raised  in 
the  agricultural  South  served  in  his  first  office  as  secretary  of  his  chapter  in  Plains. 
Georgia.  Yes,  this  same  man  was  inaugurated,  January  20th,  as  the  38th  President 
of  the  United  States,  Jimmy  Carter. 

We  need  this  kind  of  dedicated  commitment  in  serving  agriculture  and  our 
country.  I  have  a  great  deal  of  faith  and  confidence  that  agriculture  will  continue 
to  meet  the  demands  of  the  world.  I  also  firmly  believe  in  the  role  of  the  Future 
Farmers  of  America  and  vocational  agriculture  training,  to  help  supply  the 
manpower  and  leadership  that  will  "stand  solid  for  our  part  in  that  inspiring  task." 
Furthermore,  I  feel  that  agricultural  development,  like  the  development  of  all  of 
the  other  arts,  will  hold  true  by  proving  —  "The  best  is  yet  to  come."  As  you  can  see 
in  more  ways  than  one,  FFA  members  are  proving  to  be  —  agriculture's  new 
generation. 
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NATIONAL  FFA  CONTESTS 

An  important  part  of  each  National  FFA  Convention  is  the  National  FFA  Con- 
tests. All  eight  National  Contests  —  Agricultural  Mechanics,  Dairy  Cattle,  Farm 
Business  Management,  Horticulture,  Livestock,  Meats,  Milk  Quality  and  Dairy 
Foods  and  Poultry  —  are  conducted  in  Kansas  City.  The  winning  teams  and  the 
national  winners  are  listed  below: 

AGRICULTURAL  MECHANICS  -  39  State  Teams  Participated 
FIRST  PLACE  —  CALIFORNIA.  The  team  was  composed  of  Jim  Schuessler,  Jim  Suberg  and  Duane 

Price  and  coached  by  Leroy  Wallace,  instructor,  Santa  Rosa  High  School,  Santa  Rosa,  California.  The 

five  high  scoring  individuals  were: 

1.  John  Oden,  Spring  Hill,  Tennessee;  2.  Jim  Schuessler,  SantaRosa,  California  (tie);  2.  Mitchell  Gage, 

Brandon,  South  Dakota  (tie);  4.  Donald  Fieth,  Troy,  Missouri;  5.  Leo  Vannelli,  Connell,  Washington. 

DAIRY  CATTLE  —  46  State  Teams  Participated 

FIRST  PLACE  —  MINNESOTA.  The  team  was  composed  of  Merton  Nelson,  Trudy  Krohnberg  and  Dan 
Enzenauer  and  coached  by  Allan  Routh,  instructor,  Ellendale-Geneva  District  High  School,  Ellendale, 
Minnesota.  The  five  high  scoring  individuals  were: 

1.  Merton  Nelson,  Ellendale,  Minnesota;  2.  John  Miller,  Owasso,  Oklahoma;  3.  Trudy  Krohnberg, 
Ellendale,  Minnesota;  4.  Bryan  Mitchell,  Melrose,  New  Mexico;  5.  Janice  Apgar,  Phillipsburg,  New  Jersey. 

FARM  BUSINESS  MANAGEMENT  —  32  State  Teams  Participated 
FIRST  PLACE  —  OHIO.  The  team  was  composed  of  Tom  Spuhler,  Larry  Grosjean  and  Elmer  Good  and 

coached  by  William  Boyer,  instructor,  Wayne  County  Joint  Vocational  School,  Smithville,  Ohio.  Thefive 

high  scoring  individuals  were: 
1.  Kevin  Gunning,  Deere  Park,  Washington;  2.  Tom  Spuhler,  Smithville,  Ohio;  3.  Patrick  Schneider, 

Alberta,  Minnesota;  4.  Neil  Stanley,  Stella,  Nebraska;  5.  Andy  Penner,  Deere  Park,  Washington. 

HORTICULTURE  —  42  State  Teams  Participated 

FIRST  PLACE  —  MINNESOTA.  The  team  was  composed  of  Roger  Langer,  Gregg  Stangl,  Kevin  Voltin 
and  David  Gross  and  coached  by  Gary  Banick,  instructor,  Pierz  High  School,  Pierz,  Minnesota.  The  five 
high  scoring  individuals  were: 

1.  Cheryl  Ballenger,  Columbia,  Missouri;  2.  David  Gross,  Pierz,  Minnesota;  3.  Tom  Randolph, 
Winchester,  Virginia;  4.  Mike  H i II is,  Brainard,  Nebraska;  5.  Kevin  Voltin,  Pierz,  Minnesota. 

LIVESTOCK  —  47  State  Teams  Participated 

FIRST  PLACE  —  CALIFORNIA.  The  team  was  composed  of  Stacy  Sortors,  Sue  Henderson  and  Trena 
Kimler  and  coached  by  Ann  Vassar,  instructor,  Grass  Valley  High  School,  Grass  Valley,  California.  The 
five  high  scoring  individuals  were: 

1.  Guy  Rose,  Perkins,  Oklahoma;  2.  Dan  Rentschler,  Lakefield,  Minnesota;  3.  Sue  Henderson,  Grass 
Valley,  California;  4.  Stacy  Sortors,  Grass  Valley,  California;  5.  Mike  Phillips,  Williston,  Florida. 

MEATS  —  36  State  Teams  Participated 
FIRST  PLACE  —  NEW  MEXICO.  The  team  was  composed  of  Randy  Lack,  Boby  Halsell  and  Harvey 
Morrow  and  coached  by  Joel  Edwards,  instructor,  Hatch  Valley  High  School,  Hatch,  New  Mexico.  The 
five  high  scoring  individuals  were; 

1.  Randy  Lack,  Hatch,  New  Mexico;  2.  Harvey  Morrow,  Hatch,  New  Mexico;  3.  Randall  Wunderlich, 
Fredericksburg,  Texas;  4.  Glen  Grider,  Perkins,  Oklahoma;  5.  Rodney  Beranek,  North  Bend,  Nebraska. 

MILK  QUALITY  AND  DAIRY  FOODS  —  32  State  Teams  Participated 
FIRST  PLACE  —  MISSOURI.  The  team  was  composed  of  Debbie  Krewson,  Brenda  Gibson  and 

Stephen  Barnes  and  coached  by  Melvin  E.  Barnes,  instructor,  Licking  High  School,  Licking,  Missouri. 

The  five  high  scoring  individuals  were: 

1.  Debbie  Krewson,  Licking,  Missouri;  2.  Stephen  Barnes,  Licking,  Missouri;  3.  Brenda  Gibson,  Licking, 

Missouri;  4.  Byron  Bostick  Jr.,  Lorena,  Texas;  5.  Marlene  Costa,  Hanford,  California. 

POULTRY  —  37  State  Teams  Participated 

FIRST  PLACE  —  MISSOURI.  The  team  was  composed  of  Jim  Holloway,  Keith  Estes  and  Terry  Osborne 
and  coached  by  Donald  C.  Ward,  instructor,  Neosho  High  School,  Neosho,  Missouri.  The  five  high 
scoring  individuals  were: 

1.  Jim  Holloway,  Neosho,  Missouri;  2.  Wade  Schuessler,  Mason,  Texas;  3.  Brenda  Royal,  Cheyenne, 
Wyoming;  4.  Jerry  Robertson,  Adair,  Oklahoma;  5.  Ty  Berry,  Cheyenne,  Wyoming. 
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WEA  PARTICIPANTS  -  1977 


K 


Hobart  Dixon  -  Illinois 
Bryan  Andrews  -  Wisconsin 
Brenda  Crider  -  Minnesota 
David  Crull  -  Wisconsin 
Kyle  Gorden  -  Iowa 
Valerie  Hosmer  -  Minnesota 
Ed  Malcolm  -  Illinois 
Joe  Mayer  -  Pennsylvania 
Timothy  Rehbein  -  Wisconsin 
Robert  Peer  -  Virginia 
Jay  Schaub  -  Iowa 
Jeff  Silverman  -  West  Virginia 
Renee  Guthrie  -  California 
Dave  Peters  -  Illinois 
Eric  Eberly  -  Virginia 
Linda  Nichelsen  -  Ohio 
Patricia  Ryan  -  Illinois 
Jonathan  Brumfield  -  Kentucky 
Cynthia  Locker  -  New  Jersey 
Stephen  Moss  -  Georgia 
Carl  Vinaldi  -  Pennsylvania 
Marie  Wirostek  -  Michigan 
Scott  Abbott  -  Washington 
Gerald  Julson  -  South  Dakota 
John  Harton  -  Illinois 
Deborah  Ode  -  South  Dakota 
James  Fraley  -  Illinois 
John  Gustafson  -  Illinois 


Martin  Hall  -  Ohio 
Donna  Ward  -  Florida 
Sue  Mitchell  -  Wisconsin 
Tim  Dundore  -  Pennsylvania 
Steve  Rosek  -  Wisconsin 
Lori  Boner  -  Ohio 
Grant  Davis  -  Wyoming 
Vern  Dougherty  -  Wisconsin 
Gerald  Huncosky  -  Wisconsin 
Jay  Margelowsky  -  Wisconsin 
Gerri  Norton  -  Arizona 
Ed  Lee  -  Indiana 
Jerry  Vaughn  -  Indiana 
Dean  Guell  -  Wisconsin 
Timothy  Lippert  -  Minnesota 
Kathy  Donaldson  -  California 
Jeff  Stieglitz  -  Indiana 
Christine  Nelson  -  California 
Jerry  Wittmus  -  Wisconsin 
Joe  Cory  -  Iowa 
Donald  Crosby  -  Indiana 
Michael  Payne  -  New  York 
Daryl  Marshall  -  New  York 
Michael  Conner  -  Illinois 
Tim  Wood  -  Ohio 
Lori  Stalkfleet  -  Iowa 
Daniel  Dunn  -  South  Dakota 


Special  Recognition: 


AMERICAN  FARMER  DEGREE 

Each  year  at  the  convention,  members  who  have  achieved  the  highest  degree 
are  recognized  in  an  impressive  ceremony.  There  were  803  who  received  the 
degree. 

ALABAMA 

Michael  D.  Allen 
John  Phillip  Bailey 
James  Darrell  Beard 
James  R.  Biles,  Jr. 
Charles  Davis 
Ronald  Wayne  Davis 
Perry  Ross  Debter 
Benjamin  Enfinger, 
William  Larry  Gibson 
Christopher  Henry  Gilliar 
Ray  Greeson 
R.  Gene  Gulledge 


Grayson  Hall 
Gregory  K.  Hanson 
Douglas  Harris 
Justin  Wade  Hasting 
Danny  Lee  Henderson 
John  Michael  Holcomb 
Phillip  Paul  Irons 
Roland  Lynn  Irons 
John  Paul  Ivey 
Garry  William  Kent 
Danny  McKinney 
Bryan  McLemore 
David  Bert  Moates 


Steve  Mobley 
Granvil  Billy  Neel.  Jr. 
Donnie  Parrish 
Richard  O.  Payson,  Jr. 
Stephen  W.  Raby 
Mike  Sisk 

George  Lyndon  Smith 
James  Keith  Smith 
Terry  Smith 
Sam  Spruell 
Mark  Wayne  Spry 
Gregory  P.  Tatum 
Steven  Dewayne  Terry 


Vann  White 
Gary  Lynn  Wilhite 
Anthony  Womack 
Glenda  Brooks  Yarbrough 
Steve  Yelverton 

ARIZONA 

Temara  S.  Anderson 
Keith  Garland  Cannon 
Bob  Hodges 
David  Kerr 
Arlon  J   Lewis 
Howard  C  Morrison 
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Matthew  Scott  Payne 
James  R.  Tyson 

ARKANSAS 

Terry  D.  Agee 
Kevin  Brown 
Richard  Carlton 
Randy  Crawford 
Eddie  Mark  Edwards 
Douglas  R.  Efurd 
Ronnie  G.  Graham 
Robert  Grummer 
Clayton  Kent  Hendrix 
Calvin  A.  Henry 
Logan  Scott  Hicks 
Kenny  D.  Jackson 
Bud  Johns 
Mark  Wayne  Keenen 
Phyllis  Carol  Kelly 
Tommy  Mike  Kemp 
Mark  May 

Alfred  Perry  Newman 
Carlos  A.  Parker,  Jr. 
Larry  Dale  Reeves 
Bobby  Chris  Robinson 
Michael  Scribner 
Wayne  Smith 

CALIFORNIA 

Dennis  A.  Areias 
Melissa  Carol  Arnold 
Michael  Bakken 
Donald  Warren  Brumley 
Matthew  R.  Conant 
Les  Davis 
Chris  Dei 

Dale  Roy  Domenghini 
Darol  Lee  Fishman 
Peter  Ronald  Havens 
Randall  L.  Heinrich 
William  Patterson  Hobby 
Tim  L.  Hutchings 
Sharane  M.  Kessler 
Judith  Ann  Knoch 
Annette  Lawson 
Ronald  Harry  Lee 
Patrick  Maddox 
Jonathan  Alan  Magoffin 
Martin  Joseph  Marchini 
Leo  L.  McGuire,  Jr. 
Thomas  W.  Munter 
Dwayne  Nelson 
Gary  Duane  Olson 
Vern  Albert  Pollard 
David  A.  Pontes 
Bryan  S.  Prosser 
Anthony  J.  Souza 
Daryl  Joseph  Souza 
Scott  David  Terry 
Cindy  C.  Twisselman 
Cary  Welch 

COLORADO 

Dale  Wayne  Baker 
Alan  J.  Barber 
David  Guenzi 
Tim  Lapp 
Von  Lieberknecht 
Robert  Nusbaum 
Tim  A.  Sharp 
Dennis  D.  Wagner 

CONNECTICUT 

Phillip  A   Bliven 

Craig  Emerson  Staebner 


DELAWARE 

Kenneth  0-  Gooden 
Daniel  Clifton  Palmer 
JoAnn  Stafford 


FLORIDA 

Raymond  Whitfield  Bryan 
Michael  A.  Caruthers 
Bill  Freeman 
Marcia  Freeman 
Randall  Wayne  Hanna 
Christopher  Charles  Hardee 
Patricia  Elaine  Harris 
Joe  Hendricks 
Lauren  Marie  Hesser 
Kevin  Ray  Huesman 
Jeffrey  Hyatt  Kuharske 
Larry  Dean  Lentz 
Virginia  R.  A.  Lommerse 
Jack  Lundy 

Samuel  Mason  McConnell 
David  L.  Moon 
Edwin  L.  Mozley,  Jr. 
Jeffery  G.  Parish 
Faron  Jack  Perryman 
Ricky  Slaughter 
John  Allen  Smith,  Jr. 
Richard  D.  Stratton 
Jeffrey  Scott  Thomas 

GEORGIA 

William  Gregory  Brown 
Edward  Burke 
Ronald  Bush 
Tony  Carlton 
James  D.  Darley 
William  Royce  Donahoo 
Terry  Elkins 
Tony  Michael  Embrick 
John  David  Harmon 
Joe  E.  Hendley 
Bobby  Joe  Itson 
Jerry  Mathis 
Tim  Pearce 
Richard  Earl  Saxon 
Eddie  Ternl  Scott 
Kermit  Simmons 
Reginald  Benny  Stowers 
Anthony  Thomason 
Dwight  Morris  Townley 
Donald  Williams 

IDAHO 

Steven  A.  Beer 
Todd  H.  Mickelsen 
Alan  B.  Newbill 
John  Redng 
Mark  W.  Stanley 
David  E.  Tanner,  Jr. 
Darrell  R.  Wetzstein 
Ron  Wilcox 
Andrew  David  Wiseman 

ILLINOIS 

Kevin  Bolander 
Dan  P.  Carroll 
Kenneth  C.  Crater 
Randall  Ray  DeSutter 
Joseph  Diedrich 
David  Dietz 

Rodney  George  Drendel 
Charles  David  Englum 
Larry  Firkins 
Malcomb  Joe  Foiles 
Kirk  A.  Friestad 
Mark  Gebben 
Alan  Robert  Hass 
Darrell  Hall 
Rodney  I.  Hueber 
Jeffrey  Hunter 
Steven  M.  Little 
James  Taylor  Lock 
Rick  L.  Marten 
Kevin  R.  Miller 
Randy  Murry 
Ronald  A.  Pierson 
Phillip  Ray  Provart 


Donald  Carl  Roskamp 
Boyd  Schaufelberger 
Donald  K.  Sneed 
Frank  L.  Snider 
Martin  L.  Vanausdoll 
Randall  A.  Willrett 

INDIANA 

Roger  Otto  Busche 

Rex  L.  Carpenter 

Dennis  Wayne  Carrell 

Greg  Cassel 

Gary  Cooper 

Ricky  Max  Crum 

Jerry  Wayne  DeVore 

Joel  David  Flesher 

Bryan  Dean  Gause 

Jeffrey  Robin  Hoffman 

Ronald  Frederick  Kammeyer 

Everett  Douglas  Richardson 

Dennis  L.  See 

Dean  R.  Slabach 

Rodney  C.  Spurlock 

Philip  Stanley 

Roger  Tormoehlen 

Ben  Richard  Whirledge 

IOWA 

Peggy  Sue  Armstrong 
John  Edward  Bair 
Roger  D.  Balk 
Louis  Robert  Beck 
Terry  L.  Goodhart 
Rodney  D.  Green 
John  Wayne  Hoist 
David  H.  Johnson 
Jeffery  A.  Krueger 
Craig  Alan  McEnany 
Tony  C.  McKinley 
David  Mark  Milbrandt 
Kevin  L.  Montag 
Thomas  L.  Nelson 
Roger  M.  Randeris 
Jack  L.  Rankin 
Timothy  K.  Retland 
Jon  Edward  Rowen 
Ricky  Ray  Sievers 
Robert  Kent  Skog 
Michael  D.  Smith 
Glenn  E.  Van  Wyk 
Kirk  Douglas  Weih 

KANSAS 

Richard  Wayne  Arpin 
Clyde  Lee  Burton,  Jr. 
Paul  W.  Dague 
Phillip  Fishburn 
David  L.  Harris 
Norman  J.  Jordan 
Kenneth  W.  Lankard 
Daniel  Max  Martin 
G.  Jay  Mayfield 
Jay  N.  Selanders 
Rodger  Dale  Smith 
Greg  Thompson 
Michael  Brent  Weltmer 

KENTUCKY 

Tony  Allen  Alexander 

Dorris  R.  Blick 

James  Garry  Chittenden 

Richard  Cobb  IV 

John  Michael  Easley 

James  Evans 

Pat  Fackler 

Jimmy  Follin 

Bill  Hundley 

Charles  Judson  Jarrell 

Ben  Jepson 

Eddie  Wayne  Leach 

Ray  Jesse  Martin 

Steven  L.  McCuiston 


Keith  Raisor 

James  Craig  Vaughn 

Richard  Wynn  White 

LOUISIANA 

Paul  Anthony  Allemand 
Charles  E.  Bounds 
Kent  E.  Brown 
Elvis  J.  Cavalier 
Mitchell  Lawrence  Frey 
Robert  Hammond 
Rene  A.  Hebert,  Jr. 
Jeffrey  Roland  Jenkins 
Bradley  Allen  Leger 
Billy  Wayne  Passman 
Billy  Ray  Stewart 
Robert  William  Tietje 
Wendell  Wayne  Vince 
Robert  West 
Roland  West 
Raymond  M.  Wiggins 

MAINE 

Kyle  D.  Chandler 

MARYLAND 

Dwight  David  Dotterer 
Paul  R.  Dotterer 
Grayson  Allen  Lambert 
Betsy  (Emely  E.)  Merchant 
John  Alexander  Rigdon 
Daniel  A.  Tice 
Gerald  Eugene  Weimer 
Marion  C.  Wilson 
Maura  J.  Longden 
Dale  R.  Mitchell 

MICHIGAN 

Daniel  P.  Bivens 
Thomas  E.  Brown 
S.  Paul  Byl 
Ronald  Dean  Carlisle 
Alan  Bruce  Culham 
Leona  M.  Daniels 
Duane  A.  Dhyse 
Tony  Dale  Dunn 
Arden  T.  Eadie 
Neil  J.  French 
Dennis  Grabill 
Charles  D.  Green 
Dennis  Philip  Heffron 
Richard  Wayne  Hollister 
William  F.  Kasefang,  Jr. 
David  L.  McCaul 
Kendall  Nash 
Roger  K.  Sommers 

MINNESOTA 

Dwayne  Ronald  Bakkedahl 

Paul  Donald  Batt 

Malcolm  Beck 

Paul  B.  Bergmann 

Dwight  Buller 

Stanley  August  Butcher 

Michael  Lee  Deming 

Shane  Loe  Elmer 

John  Engles 

Gary  Esselink 

David  Fritz 

Gene  Froehlich 

Richard  Joseph  Granahan 

James  A.  Gunnink 

Tim  Klassen 

Arlene  V.  Koepp 

David  C.  Larson 

Brian  Martens 

Michael  W.  Miest 

Wayne  A.  Muller 

Jeffrey  Jon  Peters 

John  Reiner 

Steven  Schanning 
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Terry  L.  Schroeder 
John  Schwartz 
Brian  W.  Solberg 
LeAnn  E.  Stokes 
William  Walter 

MISSISSIPPI 

Michael  W   DeVore 

Donnie  Dobson 

Hal  Francis 

John  Edward  Griffiths,  III 

Jimmy  Gunn 

Danny  W.  McCarley 

Anthony  S.  McLemore,  Sr. 

Ricky  McMillen 

James  D.  McMurry 

Karl  Patrick 

Randy  Joe  Robinson 

Charles  Franklin  Rye 

Jerry  Smith 

Billy  Wayne  Sumrall 

Bruce  A.  Wiskus 

MISSOURI 

Lawrence  Allen  Adams 
Ronald  L   Bacon 
Gary  Balkenbusch 
Robert  Allan  Burk 
Galen  Dwight  Dody 
Larry  Keith  Drake 
James  M.  Eitel 
Stanton  Lee  Garr 
James  E.  Harter 
Larry  Andrew  Hinnah 
Keith  Hyde 
Wayne  Jones 
Johnnie  L.  Kinnison 
Rex  Alan  Layman 
Norman  Fair  Manning 
Donald  M.  Marshall 
Gaylon  K.  O'Neal 
Arthur  C    Petty 
Wyatt  James  Phillips 
Randall  Rodgers 
Michael  James  Schroeder 
Bob  Simpson 
Paul  Arthur  Strobel 
Charles  R   Todd 
Alan  Paul  Vogelsmeir 
Nathan  Scott  Wehrman 

MONTANA 

Patrick  Holt 
Allan  Pedersen 
Marvin  W.  Quinlan.  Jr. 
Daniel  R.  Salomon, 
Austin  M.  Sorenson 

NEBRASKA 

Kenneth  E.  Frederick 
Larry  Dean  Fricke 
Gordon  D   Ganz 
Steven  A.  Henry 
Mark  Richard  Holoubek 
Rodney  D.  Johnson 
Norman  Robert  Krug 
Michal  C   Moreland 
Donald  Ray  Moudry 
Edward  O.  Slaymaker 
Thomas  L.  Sonderup 
George  A.  Stockamp 

NEVADA 

Theodore  Louie  Guazzini 
James  D.  Hardy 
Michael  B   Stewart 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

Lynn  A.  Dolloff 
Robert  Henderson 


NEW  JERSEY 

James  W    Drews.  Jr 
Sharon  K.  Smith 
William  H    Snyder 
Timothy  L.  Wasser 

NEW  MEXICO 

William  L    Deimler 
Bub  Graham 
John  Houston  Lee 
Don  Pippin 
Norman  Dean  Watson 

NEW  YORK 

Robert  J  Bonavida 
Jeffrey  Richard  Bowen 
Kevin  E.  Carhart 
Walter  Chauncey  Cook 
Kevin  Charles  Grupe 
Daniel  P   Hill 
Albert  R.  Klimmer 
Marvin  Clifford  Luders 
Ronald  Ring 
Douglas  W   Shelmidme 
Dorothy  L.  Textor 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

Charles  Monroe  Bradshaw 
John  Flake  Brantley 
Ronnie  Lynn  Boger 
Harry  Street  Bullard 
Ronnie  Deal 
Douglas  Ray  Floyd 
Tracy  Marshall  Gardner 
Jamie  Clempson  Green,  Jr, 
Arlee  Griffin,  Jr. 
George  Timothy  Hall 
William  Preston  Hargett 
Rick  Hilton 
James  B   Holton 
David  Mark  Johnson 
Gary  Kelton  Joyner 
Edwin  M.  Lee 
Dennis  Ray  Love 
Marke  Canady  Lovett 
Glenn  Lee  Martin 
David  Fred  Massengill 
Scott  Clement  McNeill 
Robert  Franklin  Naylor 
Larry  Carroll  Price 
Michael  Derry  Simpson 
Charles  Southard 
Jeffery  C   Stanley 
Billy  Thompson 
David  Perry  Tickle 
Walter  Franklin  Underwood 
Sherwood  Ray  Wheeler 
Alan  Wrenn 
Kenneth  Earl  Yarbrough 

NORTH  DAKOTA 

Terry  Lee  Anderson 
Michael  D  Axt 
Allan  Lee  Berube 
Bernard  B.  Haas 
Joseph  William  Jennings 
Patrick  M.  Krug 
Randolph  D.  Lemm 
Dean  Markestad 
Rosemary  Meikle 
Donald  J.  Nordby 
Michael  J.  Wiedrich 

OHIO 

David  Carroll  Barrett,  Jr. 
Gary  R   Bodey 
Brian  DeWitt  Breece 
Thomas  J.  Brown 
Mark  L.  Bushman 
Rodney  R.  Denniston 
Brian  Duffy 


Joe  Falgner 
Daniel  W   Gerwm 
Thomas  A.  Green 
Mark  Alan  Hagemen 
Dennis  Merle  Hann 
Robin  C.  Hovis 
Dan  Louis  Huffman 
David  Henry  Jelley 
Douglas  Hugh  Jelley 
Richard  P.  Key,  Jr 
Paul  I.  Kill 

Timothy  Alan  Krickenbarger 
Don  Madden 

Joseph  Anthony  Meranda 
David  Max  Miller 
James  Lee  Noble 
Gary  Lee  Pennington 
Tom  Quellhorst 
Roger  A,  Rader 
Mitchell  G    Ross 
Marvin  L.  Sheets 
Kenneth  E.  Shoffstall,  Jr 
J.  Edward  Sites 
Theodore  R.  Smith 
Duane  L.  Stateler 
William  A.  Strawser 
Frederick  L   White 
Charles  R.  Wiseman 
Melvin  Rex  Wright 

OKLAHOMA 

James  Marvin  Alvey,  Jr. 

Richard  Kent  Barrington 

Brent  Allan  Bolay 

Verl  James  Brorsen 

Raymond  Bruce 

David  Nelson  Burns 

Tony  Christian 

Reggie  Diel 

Scott  Dvorak 

Gary  Neal  Every 

Mark  Randel  Glasgow 

Terry  Graham 

Keith  Hall 

Duron  Darrell  Howard 

Dan  Lacy 

Hugh  Leven 

Steven  Roger  Meyer 

Larry  Dale  Myrick 

Chris  Parrish,  Jr 

Monte  Charles  Pelter 

Lee  Schnaithman 

Mark  Allen  Schwerdtfeger 

Fred  A.  Stanley 

Gilbert  E   Stanley 

Steve  Lee  Snelson 

Dee  Sokolosky 

Danny  Stein 

R.  Dean  Stone 

Greg  Treadwell 

Dirk  N.  Webb 

David  Wayne  Wyatt 

OREGON 

Wayne  Lee  Faw 
Victor  Thomas  Garrone 
Glenn  R.  Grell 
Robert  James  Griffin 
Larry  Dean  Hansen 
Lloyd  G.  Hansen 
Robert  G.  Leppin 
David  W.  Wolff 
Richard  S.  Young 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Donald  Lee  Bollinger 
Glenn  L.  Bollinger 
Thomas  A.  Denlinger 
J.  Kenneth  Groff 
Kenneth  A.  Haines 
Earl  E.  Hamilton 


Clay  F   Henmr  g 
Ray  C  Jacob 
Stephen  C  Marshall 
Ray  M   Martin 
Bruce  William  Miller 
L  i rid/ 

Terry  Lee  M  in 
Christina  L   Orndorfl 
Brian  L   Pro'.1-.- 
David  W  Schantz 
Richard  Sturdevant 
Delmont  Rae  Sunderland 
Bruce  D  Walker 
Randy  LaRue  Watson 
Bert  Jacob  Waybnght 
Christopher  D  Weller 

PUERTO  RICO 

Juan  M.  Corujo 

RHODE  ISLAND 

Loren  A   Andrews.  Jr 
Robert  Frederick  Bobola 

SOUTH  CAROLINA 

Benjamin  E   Edge  III 
Thomas  William  Gladden.  Jr 
William  Louis  Keasler 
Perry  C   Tanner 
Larry  Thomas 
Jimmy  Trimnal 
Roy  Lee  Waddell 
Jaywin  B.  Williams 
Terry  M.  Williams 

SOUTH  DAKOTA 

Randy  Allan  Buller 
Rick  Eckmann 
Steven  C   Enger 
Raymond  Earl  Larsen 
Daniel  Nothdurft 
Rick  Nothdurft 
Timothy  Allen  Winquist 

TENNESSEE 

Don  Baskin 
Stanley  Joe  Breeden 
John  Robert  Brown 
John  William  Coley 
William  H.  Erwm 
William  Thomas  Griggs 
Robert  Mark  Hale 
Johnny  Head 
Ronald  Jones 
William  Andrew  Latham 
Thomas  Henry  Litton 
James  Robert  Love 
Dan  David  Mitchell 
Frank  S   Moore 
J.  B.  Moore, 
Robert  B.  Moran.  Jr. 
Jonathan  R.  Pierce 
Danny  Pope 
Robert  F.  Rodgers 
Stanley  Cheatham  Scott 
David  Alan  Simerly 
Ricky  Lynn  Thomason 
Thomas  Henry  Tindell 
Kenneth  L.  Wallace 

TEXAS 

Bruce  Acker 
Darlene  Ann  Albert 
Faylynn  Louise  Balmos 
Hermilio  Bazan.  Jr. 
Billy  Dean  Bishop 
Grady  Black 
Michael. W.  Blezmger 
Barry  Brewer 
Resa  Brewer 
Earl  J.  Brown.  Ill 
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Floyd  Lee  Brown 
Louis  Glen  Brown 
Kenny  Browning 
Eddie  Wayne  Bulls 
Elvin  Lee  Caraway,  III 
James  William  Carroll 
Cleve  Lewis  CLark 
Jack  DeShazo 
Randal  B.  Doonan 
Beau  Estes 
David  Bryan  Farmer 
Mary  Lou  Fisher 
John  Randall  Fraser 
Lawrence  W.  Fryer,  Jr. 
Ricky  Don  Fuller 
Royce  Allen  Garling 
Brent  Glenn 
Jett  Green 
Audrey  Guentert 
Lee  Harris  Haile 
Timothy  James  Hajdik 
Rick  Hasdorff 
Brent  M.  Heinze 
Johnny  Bob  Hooper 
Glen  A.  Hughes 
Edward  R.  Huizar 
John  William  Jarvis 
Gerald  L.  Johnson  (Jerry) 
J.  Ken  Johnson 
Willie  Ray  Johnson,  Jr. 
•Judy  Jones 
Pepper  Jones 
Roger  Earl  Joyce 
Luther  Don  Keith 
Roy  Lee  Kneupper 
Mark  Kuntz 
Ricky  Lemke 
Delmar  Dwight  Loesch 
Alexander  John  Maresh 
Rex  Marks 
Danny  E.  Martindale 
Thomas  E.  McCollum 
Karlton  McMillan 
David  Earl  McQueen 
Terry  Mechell 
John  Roy  Miller 
Mary  Beth  Motl 
Norman  Hue  Mullin 
Carlos  A.  Navar 
Ray  W.  Prieve 


William  F.  Rinehart 

Jerry  D.  Risner 

Charles  Frank  Robinson 

John  Roof 

Michael  Ray  Rudloff 

Paul  Darby  Salge 

Dale  Schaffner 

Edwin  Schirmer 

William  Schirmer 

Mark  Schulman 

Becky  Schumann 

David  Joseph  Schwertner 

Royce  Selby 

James  Elmer  Sell 

Derris  Brian  Shults 

James  W.  Simpson,  Jr. 

Marty  Spradlin 

Lias  Jeffery  Steen 

Stephen  Stuckey 

Chet  Switzer 

Charles  R.  Tackett 

Jon  Thetford 

Debbie  Thompson 

Dusty  Thrash 

Kevin  G.  Wedge 

Joseph  Wilde 

John  Pollan  Wilkirson 

UTAH 

Sterling  J.  Banks 
Danny  L.  Boore 
Kent  Bushman 
Clair  S.  Harmon 
Kent  Hofheins 
Glen  William  Holmes 
Bradley  J.  Nielson 
Mark  S.  Turrel 

VERMONT 

Jeffrey  K.  Adams 
William  R.  Telgen,  Jr. 
Lyle  Edward  Willey 

VIRGINIA 

Malcolm  C.  Boothe 
Kimberly  Ann  Cockrill 
John  William  Craddock 
Harry  H.  Crosby 
James  C.  Croushorn 
Daniel  Ross  Denson 


Charles  Warren  Eberly 
David  W.  Fitzgerald 
Richard  Lerwis  Fitzgerald 
Ronald  E.  Garrett 
Kenneth  A.  Hammer 
Broadus  Boyd  Hart,  Jr. 
Michael  Dale  Heatwole 
Robert  James  Lohr 
Joseph  Neal  Marshall 
Robert  Clifton  McDaniel 
Michael  Henry  McDowell 
Dwight  Allen  Mongold 
Damon  Liddell  Moyer 
Berry  Dean  Muse 
Carl  Ralph  Newton 
Lynwood  George  Pierson 
Jay  S.  Poole 
Ann  Pratt 

Edward  A.  Ragland,  Jr. 
Dale  Michael  Roller 
David  R.  Saunders 
Edward  McKinley  Stowe 
Barney  E.  Vass 
Steven  E.  Wood 
Mack  Andrews  Wright,  Jr. 

WASHINGTON 

Kenneth  Eugene  Barnhart 

Patrick  H.  Clerf 

Mark  L.  Craven 

Robert  Edward  Haberman 

Kathleen  Jean  Hassler 

Philip  J.  Heideman 

Brad  Hodges 

Randy  Clark  James 

Dane  S.  Keane 

Terry  E.  Krupke 

Richard  Pellham 

Gary  D.  Roberson 

George  Roemer 

Mark  Gerald  Schoesler 

Christopher  Edward  Shaffer 

Gene  E.  Thompson,  Jr. 

WEST  VIRGINIA 

Ellen  Marie  Baker 
Joseph  Wayne  Boggess 
David  Lee  Bourgeois 
John  Christopher  Hanna 
David  Thomas  Price 


Kent  A.  Shipe 
Scott  K.  Swaim 
Charles  Albert  Wilfong 

WISCONSIN 

Daniel  J.  Barber 
Michael  Ray  Baribeau 
Roger  A.  Byom 
Mark  H.  Dietsche 
Daniel  O.  Freund 
Charles  W.  Fritz 
John  Garbisch 
Wayne  A.  Gross 
Donald  W.  Hart 
Leo  Hoffman 

Dennis  Charles  Hollander 
Timothy  L.  Hoppe 
Terry  Hoyum 
Michael  J.  Kawleski 
Jim  Douglas  Larsen 
John  M.  Larson 
Scott  Eugene  Marquart 
Dann  Joseph  May 
Brett  Mitchell  Miller 
Thomas  Giles  Milliren 
Dale  R.  Moon 
Gene  P.  Nehls 
Timothy  J.  Novak 
John  G.  Oliver 
Terry  Charles  Papcke 
Thomas  A.  Ronk 
Roger  H.  Schure 
Peter  A.  Schyvinch 
Melvin  Shotliff,  Jr. 
Bradley  Duane  Turner 
David  Martin  Uttech 
Steven  J.  Weigel 
Bruce  Wichman 
Robert  P.  Witt 

WYOMING 

Timothy  E.  Anderson 
Bradford  G.  Carlson 
Raymond  E.  Karst,  Jr. 
Clinton  I.  Pickrel 
Kevin  A.  Schinzel 


HONORARY  AMERICAN  FARMER  DEGREE 

Local  advisors  are  often  the  "motivating  force"  behind  FFA  members  who 
achieve  high  goals  in  the  organization.  Advisors  are  selected  by  the  state  associ- 
ation on  criteria  that  encompass  the  entire  instructional  program.  There  were  90 
instructors  receiving  this  honor. 


ALABAMA 

Herbert  E.  Potter,  Berry 
Thomas  B.  Rhodes,  Foley 
Jasper  P.  Wagner,  Jr.,  Ider 
James  C.  Weeks,  Vernon 

ARIZONA 

Charles  Turpin,  Yuma 

ARKANSAS 

Dale  E.  Thompson,  Conway 

CALIFORNIA 

Joseph  F.  Aguiar,  Winters 
James  K.  Carter,  Jr.,  Reedley 
Don  L.  Hendricks,  Oakdale 
George  L.  Lindner,  Princeton 
Richard  Mosbarger,  Fillmore 
Gordon  B.  Woods,  Santa  Paula 


COLORADO 

Herbert  L.  Lightsey,  Longmont 
Williams  K.  Spicer,  Craig 

FLORIDA 

Jim  Knight,  Okeechobee 
Harry  M.  Lydick,  Interlachen 
Nathaniel  L.  Storms,  Brandon 
Jack  L.  Williams,  Macclenny 

GEORGIA 

Avan  T.  Adams,  Jeffersonville 
H.  Virgil  Carter,  Baxley 
Hailey  A.  Fleming,  Commerce 
Henry  W.  Patten,  Nashville 

ILLINOIS 

Dale  L.  Barthel,  Rochester 
Clarence  E.  Cox,  Joppa 


Elmer  C.  Gerlach,  Mt.  Carroll 
M.  V.  Heiderscheid,  Auburn 

INDIANA 

Keith  Overton,  Denver 
Gerald  L.  Runyon,  Clay  City 

IOWA 

Clifford  Van  Berkum,  Swea  City 
Russell  R.  Johnson,  Pleasantviile 
William  W.  Stewart,  Epworth 

KANSAS 

Wilbur  K.  Buntin,  Erie 
Sam  Harris,  Garnett 

KENTUCKY 

Ray  Fowler,  Eddyville 
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LOUISIANA 

H.  J.  Hale,  Jonesboro 

Freddie  Houston  Jefferson,  Varnado 

Frank  B.  Staton,  Haughton 

MARYLAND 

Charles  B.  Cramer,  Walkersville 

MASSACHUSETTS 

David  Harry  Fletcher,  Hathorne 

MICHIGAN 

Roy  A.  Miller,  Hopkins 
Walter  W.  Weber,  Ravenna 

MINNESOTA 

Dale  R.  Busch,  St.  James 
C.  W.  Dowling,  St.  Peter 
Rodney  Larson,  Springfield 
Melvin  E.  Lloyd,  Eagle  Bend 

MISSISSIPPI 

Fred  Edward  Bullock,  Walnut 

MISSOURI 

Melvin  E.  Barnes,  Licking 

Leo  Smith  (Deceased),  Kingdom  City 

Ireland  Morgan  Young,  Marshfield 

MONTANA 

Henry  O.  Haagenstad,  Medicine  Lake 

NEBRASKA 

Harold  D.  Johns,  Bassett 


NEW  MEXICO 

Rupert  Mansell,  Las  Cruces 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

Samuel  Thomas  Briggs,  Dobson 
John  Robert  Faulk,  Gordo 
Raymond  K   Jernigan,  Dudley 
John  H   Wells,  Bailey 

OHIO 

Alfred  J,  Cramton,  Lynchburg 
Lowell  E.  Hedges,  Marion 
Adrian  E.  Roberts,  Lees  Creek 
James  A.  Spiess,  Wauseon 

OKLAHOMA 

Raymond  C.  Cochrum,  Guthrie 
Archille  W.  Hampton,  Okmulgee 
Mike  Stephens,  Guthrie 
Ralph  L.  Thomas,  Woodward 

OREGON 

Lynn  K.  Reagan,  Canby 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Roland  Duperron,  Ulysses 
George  Miller,  Brockway 
William  C.  Sheaffer,  Beaver  Springs 
Cecil  R.  Snyder,  Biglerville 

SOUTH  DAKOTA 

Leonard  J.  DeBoer,  Chamberlain 


TENNESSEE 

William  s  Coe   Kl  •' 

TEXAS 

U    D   Adams,  Austin 
O.  L   Cr II 

Jose  Correa,  Jr  ,  Mission 
Orville  L   Harris.  Floydada 
Kenneth  E   Hughes.  Cla^:  • 
Homer  E.  Jones,  Weliman 
H.  D    Kay.  Jr.,  Troy 
Julius  Rektonk.  Robstown 
W.  B.  Shepard.  Hillsboro 
William  T.  Woody.  Lorena 

UTAH 

Richard  Charles  Kjar.  Gunnison 

VIRGINIA 

Clayton  Duane  Dishon.  Dublin 
Bradford  N.  Douglas.  Nokesville 
Andrew  L   Farrar,  Gretna 
Robert  S.  Noel,  Daleville 

WEST  VIRGINIA 

Bayard  L.  Swecker.  Harman 

WISCONSIN 

Charles  J.  Larson.  Waupaca 
Donald  C.  Leibelt.  Green  Bay 
Gene  F.  Schroeder.  Viroqua 


The  Honorary  American  Farmer  Degree  is  also  awarded  to  adults  other  than 
local  advisors  who  have  helped  to  advance  agribusiness  and  the  FFA,  and  who 
have  given  outstanding  service  on  a  national  level.  There  were  102  receiving  this 
recognition,  including  the  parents  and  advisors  of  the  national  officers  and  the 
parents  of  the  "Stars." 


Lawrence  L.  Augenstein,  Poway, 

California 
Joe  P.  Bail,  Ithaca,  New  York 
LeRoy  Barnes,  Sioux  City,  Iowa 
Glenn  W.  Burkholder,  Brookfield, 

Missouri 
S.  Mason  Carbaugh,  Richmond, Virginia 
Leno  V.  Christensen,  Corvallis,  Oregon 
Kenneth  L.  Cook,  St.  Paul,  Minnesota 
John  E.  Cooper,  Ozark,  Missouri 
Harold  R.  Crawford,  Ames,  Iowa 
Richard  J.  Delorit,  River  Falls, 

Wisconsin 
Roy  Denniston,  Albany,  New  York 
Charles  L.  DeNure,  Platteville, 

Wisconsin 
John  J.  Dierbeck,  Chicago,  Illinois 
James  C.  Dollahon,  River  Falls, 

Wisconsin 
K.  R.  Fitzsimmons,  San  Ramon, 

California 
John  Ford,  Chicago,  Illinois 
John  S.  Gold,  Glenmont,  New  York 
E.  David  Graf,  Sacramento,  California 
Joann  R.  Grimes,  Alexandria,  Virginia 
Verlin  Lee  Hart,  Stillwater,  Oklahoma 
W.  W.  "Woody"  Hayes,  Columbus, 

Ohio 
Robert   C.  Haynes,  Moscow,  Idaho 
Fred  V.  Heinkel,  Columbia,  Missouri 
Jeddie  Ray  Hodges,  Sr.,  Baton  Rouge 

Louisiana 


Edmund  W.  Holmes,  Pensacola,  Florida 
Richard  Hull,  Topeka,  Kansas 
Gov.  James  Hunt,  Raleigh,  North 

Carolina 
Roy  D.  Irons,  Boise,  Idaho 
George  W.  Jenkins,  Lakeland,  Florida 
Carlton  E.  Johnson,  Columbus,  Ohio 
Richard  Karelse,  Lansing,  Michigan 
Roy  M.  Kottman,  Columbus,  Ohio 
Max  Kuster,  Joliet,  Illinois 
Walter  C.  Labay,  Plainview,  Texas 
Duane  Leach,  Minneapolis,  Minnesota 
Frank  M.  Lingo,  Sioux  Falls,  South 

Dakota 
Sen.  Richard  Lugar,  Indianapolis, 

Indiana 
Robert  T.  Marshall,.  Columbia  Missouri 
William  M.  Martinie,  Jr.,  East  Peoria, 

Illinois 
John  H.  Mitchell,  Lafayette,  Louisiana 
Martin  L.  Mitchell,  Concord,  New 

Hampshire 
Kenneth  F.  Nofftz,  Kansas  City, 

Missouri 
Jose  Diego  Perez,  Hato  Rey,  Puerto 

Rico 
Carl  D.  Perkins,  Washington,  DC. 
Kirk  Pettit,  Corpus  Christi,  Texas 
David  A.  Phillipson,  Kalamazoo, 

Michigan 
William  C.  Prinz,  Pinellas  Park,  Florida 


Dean  Prochaska.  Topeka.  Kansas 
Albert  Harold  Quie.  Washington.  DC 
Wayne  P.  Rothgeb.  Fort  Wayne. 

Indiana 
Arthur  Sarnoff,  New  York.  New  York 
Wey  Simpson,  Spokane.  Washington 
Richard  E.  "Dick"  Sneddon.  Kansas 

City.  Missouri 
Glenn  Z.  Stevens.  State  College. 

Pennsylvania 
Russell  Sullivan,  Winnfield.  Louisiana 
C.  William  Swank.  Columbus.  Ohio 
Gordon  I.  Swanson.  St.  Paul. 

Minnesota 
David  C.  Thomas.  Columbia.  Missouri 
Gerald  W.  Thomas.  Las  Cruces.  New 

Mexico 
J.  Wakeman.  Stephens  City.  Virginia 
Willie  Joe  Walls,  Raleigh.  North 

Carolina 
Urban  E.  Wendorff.  Lincoln.  Nebraska 
Ray  Wilkinson,  Raleigh.  North  Carolina 
E.  H.  "Gene"  Wilson.  Indianapolis. 

Indiana 
Henry  Williams.  Jackson.  Tennessee 
James  Woodhull.  Washington.  DC 
Richard  A.  Wright.  Chicago.  Illinois 
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PARENTS  OF  STAR 
AGRIBUSINESSMEN 

Evatt  Thomason,  Toccoa,  Georgia 
Jannett  Thomason,  Toccoa,  Georgia 
Sterling  Deming,  Claremont,  Minnesota 
Shirley  Deming,  Claremont,  Minnesota 
Fred  Duffy,  Green  Springs,  Ohio 
Lillian  Duffy,  Green  Springs,  Ohio 
Edward  Roberson,  Olympia,  Washington 
Barbara  Roberson,  Olympia, 
Washington 

PARENTS  OF  NATIONAL 
OFFICERS 

Carl    James    Bode,    Geary,    Oklahoma 
Frances  E.  Bode,  Geary,  Oklahoma 
Elwin  Maloch,  Emerson,  Arkansas 
Peggy  Maloch,  Emerson,  Arkansas 
William  Schiffer,  Orlando,  Florida 
Cecelia  Schiffer,  Orlando,  Florida 
Howard  Smiley,  Mount  Vernon, 

Washington 
V.  Ruth  Smiley,  Mount  Vernon, 

Washington 
G.  Robert  Brownback,  Parker,  Kansas 
Nancy  Brownback,  Parker,  Kansas 
Dale  McDaniel,  Nevada,  Ohio 
Audrey  McDaniel,  Nevada,  Ohio 


PARENTS  OF  STAR 
FARMERS 

LeRoy  Buller,  Hendricks,  Minnesota 
Vera  Buller,  Hendricks,  Minnesota 
Newell  Webb,  Elk  City,  Oklahoma 
Wanda  Webb,  Elk  City,  Oklahoma 
John  M.  Hamilton,  Springboro, 

Pennsylvania 
Amalia  A.  Hamilton,  Springboro 

Pennsylvania 
Bennie  Jones,  Brighton,  Tennessee 
Imogene  Jones,  Brighton,  Tennessee 

ADVISORS  OF  NATIONAL 
OFFICERS 

Randy  Brown,  Mount  Vernon, 

Washington 
Howard  Howell,  Mount  Vernon, 

Washington 
Danny  Youngblood,  Waldron,  Arkansas 
Joe  Ward,  Emerson,  Arkansas 
Marvin  Creager,  La  Cygne,  Kansas 
Gary  Harvey,  Fort  Scott,  Kansas 
James  Neff,  Bucyrus,  Ohio 
Ron  Rindfuss,  Bucyrus,  Ohio 
Dennis  Laubach,  Okeene,  Oklahoma 
H.  Fred  Dietrich,  Orlando,  Florida 


DISTINGUISHED  SERVICE  AWARDS 

To  appropriately  recognize  those  adults  who  have  given  outstanding  service  to 
the  FFA  on  a  State  or  Regional,  and  in  some  cases  National  level,  the  Distin- 
guished Service  Awards  are  presented  at  the  National  Convention.  There  were  25 
receiving  the  award. 

William  J.  Adamson,  Akron,  Ohio 

Clark  Bolt,  Waco,  Texas 

Guy  E.  Cain,  South  Charleston, 

West  Virginia 
Glenn  Davis,  Camden,  Arkansas 
Shane  Dunbar,  Everett,  Washington 
Charles  Evers,  Marion,  Ohio 
Paul  A.  Gilman,  Durham,  New 

Hampshire 
James  B.  Glover,  Butte,  Montana 
Glen  J.  Hopkins,  Kansas  City,  Missouri 


Byrle  Killian,  Stillwater,  Oklahoma 
Clifford  E.  Kinney,  Gilbert,  Arizona 
Jerry  Klement,  Washington,  DC. 
Clarence  W.  Knebel,  Belmont, 

Wisconsin 
Glenn  W.  Kreusher,  Lincoln,  Nebraska 
Herman  Larson,  Rugby,  North  Dakota 
Harold  H.  Negley,  Indianapolis,  Indiana 
Mary  Nofftz,  Kansas  City,  Missouri 
Raymond  C.  Northup,  Coventry,  Rhode 

Island 


Ross  Steck,  Coolidge,  Arizona 
Thomas  J.  Stevenin,  Kansas  City, 

Missouri 
Les  Sturmer,  Green  Bay,  Wisconsin 
Randall  C.  Swanson,  Middleton, 

Wisconsin 
Lu  Achilles  Wall,  Hesston,  Kansas 
Harley  J.  Watson,  Kansas  City, 

Missouri 
Russell  Weathers,  Kansas  City, 

Missouri 


VIP  CITATIONS 

There  are  many  individuals,  who  from  the  beginning  of  the  FFA,  have  con- 
tinued to  give  support  to  the  organization  "over  and  beyond  the  call  of  duty. "This 
year  marks  the  sixth  year  that  long-time  friends  and  great  supporters  of  the  FFA 
have  been  recognized  with  a  "VIP  Award."  Six  distinguished  gentlemen  received 
this  award. 


Charles  Dana,  Bennett,  Washington,  DC. 
Harold  Garver,  Shawnee  Mission,  Kansas 


Wm.  Paul  Gray,  Lusby,  Maryland 
Ralph  Howard,  Mt.  Gilead,  Ohio 


Clifton  B.  Jeter,  Richmond,  Virginia 
George  Shepherd,  Graham,  Texas 


DISTINGUISHED  SERVICE  CITATIONS 

There  are  many  organizations  that  have  provided  outstanding  service  to  the 
National  FFA  Organization.  They  have  contributed  personnel,  time  and  money  to 
further  the  aims  and  purposes  of  the  Future  Farmers  of  America.  This  year  three 
organizations  received  this  Citation. 
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